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1

CHAPTER1Introduction

GENERAL INFORMATION
The AP Chinese program offers high school students an opportunity to earn credit 
for Chinese courses at the college level. Like other College Board programs, it is 
available to anyone worldwide who wishes to participate. The AP Chinese Language 
and Culture exam was first held in May 2007 and is used to assess a student’s pro-
ficiency in Chinese equivalent to completing a fourth-semester Chinese course in 
college.

The AP Chinese exam consists of two essential aspects: Chinese language and 
Chinese culture. Because language and culture are so closely intertwined, culture is 
acquired in the process of learning a language, and language is learned when study-
ing culture. As such, students should try to absorb as much Chinese culture as 
possible while learning the language, because it is impossible to separate the two.

THE AP CHINESE COURSE
The curriculum and assessment frameworks for the AP Chinese Language and 
Culture course undergo continuous improvement. In order to prepare for the AP 
Chinese exam, students are strongly encouraged, although not required, to enroll 
in an AP Chinese course in high school. Like other AP courses, the AP Chinese 
course should match the level of a fourth-semester university/college course in 
Mandarin/Putonghua Chinese. This level requires students to complete approxi-
mately 250 hours of classroom instruction.

In the AP Chinese course, students should intensively practice Chinese in three 
modes: interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational. In addition, they should 
develop Chinese language skills in the five goal areas: communication, cultures, 
connections, comparisons, and communities.

The first goal involves communication in Chinese. Students are expected:

1. to engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings 
and emotions, exchange opinions, and make presentations

2. to understand, write, and discuss a variety of topics
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2 AP Chinese Language and Culture

The second goal involves the acquisition of cultural knowledge. This 
includes:

1. understanding social patterns
2. the active practice of conventions
3. appropriate use of Chinese in cultural settings

In particular, students should understand significant components of Chinese culture, 
such as traditions, history, literature, art, and so on.

The third goal is to establish a connection between Chinese and other disciplines 
and to further acquire information and recognize distinctive viewpoints that are 
only available through Chinese language and culture.

The fourth goal concerns the student’s ability to compare and contrast the 
Chinese language and culture with his or her native or other language and 
culture.

The fifth goal emphasizes that students should apply the Chinese language in 
communities both within and beyond the school setting.

THE AP CHINESE EXAM
The AP Chinese Language and Culture course and exam incorporate Chinese cul-
tural information with listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Like other AP 
foreign language exams, the AP Chinese exam measures fluency. Students should 
be able to recognize and understand both spoken and written Chinese at a sophis-
ticated level. In addition, they should demonstrate their ability to speak and write 
Chinese fluently and accurately in a culturally appropriate manner.

Format of the Exam
Here is a summary of the important information on the AP Chinese exam. Table 
I and Table II represent the format of the exam. The exam assesses the communica-
tion ability of AP Chinese students in two sections: multiple-choice and free-
response questions. Each section of the AP Chinese exam contributes a specific 
portion to the final AP grade. Detailed rubrics for the Writing and Speaking free-
response sections will be given in the related chapters. Table I and Table II list the 
time distribution and weight of each part on the final grade.
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Introduction 3

TABLE I

Section I: Multiple Choice

Section/
Weight of 
Final Score

Question Type # of 
Problems

Knowledge/
Skills Assessed

Time

Part A: 
Listening 25%

Rejoinders: Listen to 
the beginning of a 
conversation, then 
determine an 
appropriate 
continuation of the 
conversation.

10–15 Interpersonal 
communication—
Understanding 2+-
character phrases 
and sociocultural 
formulae; expressing 
opinion, attitude, 
intent

10 mins: 
5 seconds 
response 
time per 
problem

Listening Selections: 
Answer questions after 
listening to a variety of 
stimuli, e.g., 
conversation, 
instructions, voice 
message, report, 
announcement.

15–20 Interpretive 
communication—
Comprehension, 
inference, application 
of basic cultural 
knowledge

10 mins: 
12 seconds 
response 
time per 
problem

Part B: 
Reading 25%

Reading 
Comprehension: 
Answer questions after 
reading a variety of 
stimuli, e.g., note, 
public sign, poster, 
e-mail, letter, story, 
advertisement, article, 
brochure.

35–40 Interpretive 
communication—
Comprehension, 
inference, application 
of basic cultural 
knowledge

60 mins

TABLE II

Section II: Free Response—Writing

Section/
Weight of 
Final Score

Question Type # of 
Tasks

Knowledge/Skills 
Assessed

Time

Part A: Writing 
25%

Story Narration: Write a 
story according to a series 
of picture prompts.

1 Presentational 
communication—
Writing

15 mins

E-mail response: Write an 
e-mail response after 
reading one from a friend.

1 Interpersonal 
communication—
Reading, writing

15 mins
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4 AP Chinese Language and Culture

TABLE III

Section II: Free Response—Speaking

Section/
Weight of 
Final Score

Question Type # of Tasks Knowledge/
Skills 
Assessed

Time

Part B: 
Speaking 25%

Conversation: 
Engage in a 6-part 
conversation by 
responding in a 
culturally appropriate 
manner.

6 Interpersonal 
communication—
Speaking

4 mins: 20 
seconds 
response 
time per 
problem

Cultural Presentation: 
Make an oral 
presentation 
describing and 
explaining the 
significance of a 
Chinese cultural 
practice or product.

1 Presentational 
communication—
Speaking

7 mins: 4 
minutes to 
prepare, 2 
minutes to 
record the 
presentation

To do well on the exam, it is important to understand the structure of the AP 
Chinese Language and Culture exam.

SECTION I

Section I, as illustrated in Table I, is the multiple-choice section and covers listening 
and reading comprehension.

THE LISTENING SECTION consists of two types of multiple-choice questions 
developed to evaluate interpersonal and interpretive communication skills.

1. Rejoinders—AP students must
• first listen to and fully understand the expressions in the beginning part 

of a conversation, then
• listen to a list of choices and select a culturally acceptable discourse to 

continue or complete the conversation.

2. Listening Selections—AP students must
• first listen to a selected discourse, which may be an instruction, voice 

message, report, announcement, or conversation, then
• read the question and choices and make the correct choice within 12 

seconds. (Students will be told whether a selection will be played once or 
twice.)

THE READING SECTION assesses interpretive communication skills through 
multiple-choice questions related to a variety of reading materials, such as a story, 
sign, poster, note, letter, e-mail, brochure, article, or advertisement.
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Introduction 5

SECTION II

Section II is the free-response section and covers writing and speaking.

THE WRITING SECTION assesses writing skills in both the presentational and 
interpersonal modes. It requires test-takers to complete two tasks by writing in 
Chinese for different purposes and to specific people.

Task 1: Narrate a complete story based on a four-picture sequence.
Task 2: Write an e-mail response.

THE SPEAKING SECTION assesses speaking skills in the interpersonal and presen-
tational modes. It requires students to complete two tasks using their speaking 
skills.

Task 1: Participate in a simulated conversation with a Chinese speaker on a given 
topic.

Task 2: Make an oral presentation on one or more Chinese cultural practices, 
products, or customs.

Complete and appropriate cultural expressions are the important scoring stan-
dard for both writing and speaking tasks.

Standard time allowance for each section is listed in Table I and Table II. It also 
appears on the instructions for each section during the exam. If the scheduled time 
for the section is extended during the actual exam, the clock on the computer screen 
will be updated to show the adjusted time for all related sections.

The AP Chinese Language and Culture exam is a computer-based test. AP 
students are advised to practice using a computer with a multimedia system, and 
to familiarize themselves with Chinese input techniques. Test-takers will be seated 
in front of a desktop computer to work on the exam questions, which are burned 
on a CD.

Prior to starting the exam, you will be instructed to enter your student informa-
tion into the computer. This information includes, but is not limited to, your heri-
tage or background, date of birth, Social Security number, parents’ education, first 
language, home address, and phone number or international phone number. These 
answers will not be graded.

NAVIGATING THE COMPUTER

Display Option:
During the course of the exam, you will read directly from a computer screen, 
listen through a headset, type on a keyboard, and speak into a microphone. The 
questions on the AP Chinese exam are formulated in both traditional and simplified 
characters. Chinese texts for the multiple-choice questions in Section I, Listening 
and Reading Comprehension, can be displayed in either traditional or simplified 
characters. You can click on an on-screen button, “Switch to Traditional” or 
“Switch to Simplified,” to display the character version with which you are 
more familiar.
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6 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Input Option:
After inputting the student information described above, but before the exam 
begins, you will be presented with the Typing Options setup screen on their com-
puters, which allows you to configure your typing options for the writing part of 
Section II, Free Response. Two input techniques are available:

1. Microsoft Pinyin IME (MSPY), which uses Hanyu Pinyin to type in either 
simplified or traditional characters, or

2. Microsoft New Phonetic IME, which uses Zhuyin Fuhao (Bopomofo) to 
type in traditional characters.

If you intend to use the Pinyin input, you can decide between traditional and 
simplified by using the toggle button labeled  (traditional) or (simplified) on 
the IME toolbar on the Typing Options setup screen.

A white text box on the screen allows you to test your chosen setting. Be sure to 
try it out by inputting a few words and verify that, indeed, it is accepting the input 
in the chosen character version correctly. Be sure to notify the exam proctor imme-
diately if you can’t find the white text box, or the toggle button does not function 
as described.

Note that you must decide the input technique and character version you intend 
to use in the writing section on this screen. This configuration cannot be changed 
once you exit the screen and the exam starts. It is highly recommended to also test 
the microphone and headset volumes before the test starts.

Clock / Timer
Throughout the exam, a digital clock is displayed at the top of the screen to show 
the remaining time to respond for each part.

In addition, a timer, in the form of a progress bar, is displayed to indicate the 
remaining time for each problem in the Listening section.

When a question in the Listening section has timed out, the screen automatically 
moves on to the next question. Note that you cannot go back to any previous 
question in the Listening section. However, in the Reading section, you may skip 
questions and go back to them later as long as there is sufficient time remaining 
on the clock.

Listening Controls
There are two parts in the Listening section: Rejoinders and Listening Selections. 
There are two buttons on the top right of the screen:
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Introduction 7

1.
  

Use this button to control the volume of the listening audio.

2.
  

Click this button to return to the previous screen.

In the Rejoinders part of the Listening section, you will listen to several short 
verbal exchanges and the four answer choices, and then choose the one that best 
continues/completes the conversation. A progress bar and the four selection bubbles 
are displayed on the screen. You have 5 seconds to answer each question.

When the time expires, the exam automatically moves to the next task. You 
cannot return to the previous task once it is completed.

In the Listening Selections part of the Listening section, you will listen to several 
selections of audio recordings. For each selection, you will be told if the selection 
will be played once or twice. After listening to the selection for the number of times 
assigned, you will see the question in English on the screen. You then have 12 
seconds to answer each question.
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8 AP Chinese Language and Culture

 / —An optional clock can be displayed at the top of 
the screen to indicate how much time is left to make a selection. This button toggles 
between “Show time” and “Hide time.” The clock will not count down while the 
audio is played, but only when you are expected to answer the problem.

When the time expires, the exam automatically moves to the next task. You 
cannot return to the previous task once it is completed.

Reading Controls
There are several important buttons on the upper right corner of the Reading 
screen, as illustrated below. Knowing how to use these buttons during the exam 
will help you manage your time effectively.

1.  / —An optional clock can be displayed at the 

top of the screen to help track the time. This button toggles between “Show 
time” and “Hide time.”

2.
  

/
 

—The Chinese text can be displayed in either 

traditional or simplified characters. This button toggles between “Switch to 
Traditional” and “Switch to Simplified.”

3.
 

—Go to the next problem.

4.
 

—Go to the previous problem.

5.
 

—Place a bookmark on the currently displayed problem to make 
 

it easy to return to later for revisions. A checkmark will also appear next to 
the problem on the Summary Review screen. The problem remains marked 
until it is unmarked. This button toggles between placing and removing the 
bookmark.

6.
 

—Display help information on different topics. You are advised 

to use the Help button wisely because searching through the Help topics can 
be time-consuming.

7.
 

—Go to the Summary Review screen, where all the problems 

within the Reading section are displayed along with their status (answered 
or not answered).
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Introduction 9

From here, you may go directly to any of the active problems by highlighting 

the problem and clicking
 

. Otherwise, you may click
  

to go back 

to the previous screen.

Break
There is a 10-minute break between Section I, Listening and Reading Comprehen-
sion (multiple-choice problems) and Section II, Writing and Speaking (free-response 
problems). The free-response section resumes after the break.

Writing Controls
Remember that whenever Chinese text is displayed, you may choose between dis-
playing it in traditional or simplified characters simply by clicking the toggle 

button:
  

or
 

.

There are two tasks in the Writing section: Story Narration and E-mail Response. 
You will type in a white text box displayed on the screen. Several function buttons 
will be displayed along the top of the screen.

1. —Highlight the text you typed, then click this button to remove the 

highlighted text.

2. —Position the cursor at the place where you want the previously 

“cut” text to be, then click this button to insert it.

3. —Click this button to undo, or reverse, the last action. Every click 

reverses one more previous action.
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10 AP Chinese Language and Culture

4. —Click this button to reverse the last “Undo” action. Every click 

reverses one more “Undo” command.

5. —Click this button to toggle between showing and 

hiding the character count at the  button.

6. —Click on this pull-down menu to select the desired input 

 method, Pinyin or Bopomofo.

The following keyboard keys behave exactly the same as in the Microsoft Word 
program.

Use the Tab key to indent at the beginning of a line.
Use the Backspace key to remove the character to the left of the cursor.
Use the Delete key to remove the character to the right of the cursor.

The time displayed next to the  button indicates how much time 

is left to complete the task at hand.
When the time expires, the exam automatically moves to the next task. You 

cannot return to the previous task once it is completed.

Speaking Controls
Before starting the Speaking section, check the headset and microphone again to 
make sure that they are functioning properly.

There are two tasks in the Speaking section: Conversation and Cultural Presenta-
tion. Each task specifies the amount of response time allowed. In the simulated 
conversation, you have 20 seconds to respond to each question. There are six ques-
tions in total.
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Introduction 11

1. —This line shows that you are on the first of the six questions 
about the simulated conversation.

2. —The progress bar serves as a visual indicator of how much 
time is left to complete the task at hand.

3.
 

—This timer, along with the progress bar above, counts down
 

the remaining time left to complete the task.

When the time expires, the exam automatically moves to the next question. You 
cannot return to the previous question once it is completed.

For the Cultural Presentation task, you will first read and hear about the topic 
that he or she is asked to present. You have 4 minutes to prepare for the presenta-
tion, and 2 minutes to record it.

When the preparation time expires, the exam automatically moves to the next 
step: response time. The countdown timer will be reset to 2 minutes.

When the response time expires, the exam officially ends. You cannot return to 
the previous task or question, and should NOT touch the computer after complet-
ing the exam because it will be processing all exam responses.

Since changes to the exam can take place at any time, you should stay abreast of 
any updates by visiting the College Board’s Web site at www.collegeboard.com/
student/testing/ap/about.html.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Listening Comprehension
The Listening section of the AP exam intends to test students’ interpersonal and 
interpretive communication skills. To do well on this section, students should 
practice listening comprehension in different ways and listen to as much Chinese 
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12 AP Chinese Language and Culture

as possible from different sources. Chinese radio and Chinese TV programs are 
good listening resources. For example:

1. China Radio International (CRI) is an overseas broadcast from China. It 
provides comprehensive information on both Chinese and international 
topics. Web site: www.chinabroadcast.cn

2. CCTV is the 24-hour news channel of China Central Television, the largest 
national TV network in China. It is dedicated to reporting news, with a 
special focus on China. Web site: www.cctv.com.cn

3. Radio Taiwan International—www.rti.com.tw/default.htm
4. Taipei Broadcasting Station—www.radio.taipei.gov.tw
5. Radio Singapore International—www.rsi.sg/chinese/regionalpressreview_c/

view/20080107185000/1/b5/.html

You might find it beneficial to watch videos, especially Chinese movies and TV 
drama series that portray both Chinese language and culture. Videos provide oppor-
tunities for students to hear the various accents of the Chinese language, and allow 
for replaying clips that are difficult to understand.

Students can also use the Internet to chat with native speakers to improve both 
listening and speaking skills.

Listening to the audio materials that accompany most textbooks is also an excel-
lent way to improve listening skills.

Reading Comprehension
The Reading section intends to test students’ interpretive communication skills. 
The Reading section consists of 35 to 40 questions in a multiple-choice format 
taken from a wide range of materials. In order to do well, students are encouraged 
to practice good reading habits and improve their reading efficiency. Specifically, 
students should master the following comprehension skills:

1. grasp the main ideas of a reading passage;
2. understand the content and literal meaning of a reading passage;
3. find key points by skimming;
4. infer main themes;
5. determine the style of a reading passage and the attitude of the author.

The more students read, the better prepared they will be. In order to do well on 
this section, students should have a thorough knowledge of Chinese vocabulary and 
grammatical structures, and the ability to understand Chinese in a variety of con-
texts. It’s a good idea for students to practice on a variety of reading materials from 
daily life, such as articles, letters, e-mails, instructions, advertisements, notes, posters, 
public signs, newspaper reports, and announcements, as well as stories. A variety 
of resources are available to help students improve their reading comprehension 
skills. Reading Chinese newspapers and magazines is an excellent way to enrich 
students’ vocabulary. Chinese Web sites allow students to access a vast range of 
reading materials.

1. United Daily News (Traditional Char. ), ( ) 
www.udn.com
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Introduction 13

2. World Journal (Traditional Char. ), ( ) 
www.worldjournal.com

3. People’s Daily (Simplified Char. ), ( ) 
http://web.peopledaily.com.cn

Visiting libraries regularly enables students to improve their skills using Chinese 
books and periodicals. In order to better understand Chinese culture, students 
should expand their reading to literary texts, such as novels, essays, and short stories 
in their original form. They should also familiarize themselves with the different 
registers of language, different styles of writing, and new vocabulary words and 
grammatical structures.

Writing
The Writing section intends to test students’ presentational and interpersonal com-
munication skills. Students should be able to understand the task they are being 
asked to complete, write essays fluently, express main points clearly, provide solid 
support for their arguments, and organize essays in a logical manner. Students 
should practice choosing appropriate vocabulary and idioms, using correct grammar, 
and employing culturally appropriate expressions.

Writing an essay is a relatively subjective task. Students should write in complete 
sentences with culturally appropriate expressions, taking into account the purpose 
of the essay and the characters described. Students should read the essay directions 
carefully, develop a theme, and stay on topic throughout the entire essay. Remem-
ber that changing the essay plan midway is not a wise idea due to the limited 
time.

It is a good idea for students to make a list of the main points before starting to 
write, so that readers will be able to easily identify the introduction, development, 
and conclusion. Students should use specific examples or details to support their 
ideas and arguments.

Speaking
The Speaking section intends to test students’ interpersonal and presentational 
communication skills. Specifically, students should be sure to understand the task 
at hand, pronounce words correctly, respond to questions with a clear viewpoint, 
express ideas fluently and clearly, and adopt culturally appropriate expressions. 
Although most students know that, in order to speak Chinese fluently, one needs 
to practice speaking as much as possible, very few actually do. Students should take 
the opportunity to speak with teachers and peers in their Chinese classes.

In addition to actively practicing speaking in courses offered at school, students 
should also make an effort to improve their skills on their own. The best way to 
improve speaking skills is by interacting with native speakers and, ideally, by visiting 
China or Taiwan. This allows students to broaden their horizons with new views 
and to expand their knowledge of Chinese culture.
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14 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Vocabulary
Vocabulary is an extremely important aspect of the Chinese language. It is crucial 
for students to equip themselves with a wide-ranging vocabulary. Usually, new 
words are the key factors that prevent students from fast reading and precise listen-
ing comprehension. Guessing the meanings of unknown words based on context 
clues is a good way to speed up reading and to improve listening comprehension. 
Using a variety of vocabulary and sentence patterns correctly demonstrates the 
ability to master Chinese.

In order to express their thoughts clearly and effectively, students must have a 
rich and appropriate vocabulary and be able to master a wide range of grammatical 
structures. This book provides explanations to help students understand the vocab-
ulary in each section. The vocabulary in the Reading Comprehension chapter is 
relatively abundant, so students should try to guess the meanings of unknown words 
and phrases according to context clues. The exercises in both the Writing and 
Speaking chapters require students to apply a variety of vocabulary words and 
phrases, as well as idioms.

Grammar Review
The grammar pointers collected in this book are at the level of a fourth-semester 
college course. Although grammar is not explicitly tested in an independent section 
of the AP Chinese exam, it is a factor in each section of the exam. The basic 
grammar topics in Chapter 6 empower students to identify and correct their per-
sistent errors. The materials in the grammar chapter are compiled from a wide range 
of sources.

Cultural Notes
Chinese cultural knowledge is addressed in the last chapter of this book. On the 
AP exam, cultural aspects are tested along with the four basic skills. The more 
students know about Chinese culture, including geography, history, population, 
ethnicity, climate, social relationships, economics, and politics, the more vocabulary 
they are likely to master. When students have a strong base of cultural knowledge, 
they will be more confident on the exam.

Language comprehension and production use a variety of skills simultaneously 
and involve interactions between speaking, writing, reading, and listening. Improv-
ing one skill can actually enhance the other skills. Having good study habits and 
using effective testing techniques during the AP Chinese exam can help students 
improve their final grade.

Here are some helpful suggestions for establishing confidence in taking the 
exam:

1. Develop good study habits by
• reviewing materials regularly from previous sessions and using time wisely 

while studying;
• practicing speaking and listening skills whenever possible, and seeking help 

for standard pronunciation and intonation from native speakers;

7-9400_YAS_Chpt01.indd   147-9400_YAS_Chpt01.indd   14 6/26/2009   4:50:00 PM6/26/2009   4:50:00 PM



Introduction 15

• applying strategies suggested in this book to practice reading comprehen-
sion, and selecting reading materials from a variety of sources;

• practicing writing according to Chinese writing formats; and
• identifying and improving weak skills.

2. Be familiar with exam procedure in advance.
 Be clear about the order and length of the sections, and the specific problem 

types in each section. Taking a practice test before the actual exam will allow 
you to get accustomed to the environment of the actual exam.

3. Maintain a relaxed, natural mood during the exam.
 You may feel nervous before and during the exam, but anxiety and tension 

can put you at a disadvantage. By maintaining a relaxed mind and body, 
you may actually be more able to concentrate on the exam. Establishing 
self-confidence and developing excellent focus are essential for taking the 
exam. Don’t let the outcome of a previous section disrupt the rest of the 
exam.

USING THIS BOOK
This book is intended for students who are preparing for the AP Chinese language 
and culture exam, and for teachers who are coaching students in preparation for 
the exam. This book will help students organize their thoughts, express them effec-
tively, and use vocabulary accurately.

Each chapter in this book not only discusses a single skill area but also contains 
information that will be useful in other areas. For each of the four skills—listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing—this book provides practical strategies for approach-
ing the exam, sample exercises, answer keys, and explanations.

The model exams and answers offer another valuable opportunity to prepare 
for the actual exam. This book also contains additional grammar reviews to enhance 
students’ grasp of Chinese grammar. It provides a variety of cultural materials 
to help students understand Chinese culture and society. It also provides sample 
topics for preparing for the writing and speaking portions of the AP Chinese exam. 
The selected materials cover a variety of topics, including school, family, clothing, 
food, sports, entertainment, jobs, housing, transportation, education, festivities, 
customs, travel, art, literature, history, society, science, climate, environment, and 
animals.

The objective of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam is for the student 
to express himself or herself as clearly, accurately, and fluently as possible in 
Chinese. This book contains review materials that students will find useful as a 
study aid and as a tool to succeed on the AP exam.

The AP Chinese Language and Culture exam allows students to read and 
write in either simplified or traditional characters. Therefore, this book also 
provides students first with traditional characters, followed by the simplified 
version.

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course and exam are designed to prepare 
students to study Chinese in college at an intermediate to advanced level. Each 
college or university has its own credit-awarding policy to define the number 
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of credits, if any, that may be awarded to students with a given AP exam score. 
Information regarding college credits is available from the College Board. New 
information and any changes to the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam will 
also be announced on the official College Board Web site.
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CHAPTER2Listening Comprehension

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Listening section of the AP Chinese exam assesses students’ ability to under-
stand spoken Chinese and their mastery of interpersonal and interpretive commu-
nication skills. AP Chinese students are expected to have attained enough listening 
skills to understand dialogues and narrations with good overall comprehension.

This chapter discusses several listening strategies. The listening materials in this 
chapter are collected from a variety of sources to help students prepare for the AP 
exam. The more students listen to a language, the better their listening skills will 
be. Active listening experiences should be structured into daily activities. Students 
learn to value listening when it is given a prominent role in the Chinese language 
classroom and meaningfully integrated with their speaking, writing, and reading.

Sentences used in oral communications typically have the following features:

1. They are usually short, and may not be as formal as those in the written 
language.

2. They may contain some unnecessary and redundant information. There-
fore, it is important for students to determine essential words and phrases 
while listening so that they can understand the main ideas.

In reality, it is nearly impossible for students to understand every single word 
spoken when listening to a foreign language. The best way to practice listening 
comprehension is to focus on the general meaning of the entire conversation by 
ignoring unknown words while listening. Missing some words during oral com-
munication doesn’t always affect students’ understanding of the general meaning, 
and these words or their synonyms may be repeated several times throughout the 
recording.

IMPORTANT NOTE

Whenever Chinese characters are used in this chapter, the traditional version is 
presented first, followed by the simplified version in parentheses. If there are no 
parentheses, the characters in both versions are identical.

Listening to and understanding oral language is a complex process in which lis-
teners interact with a speaker to construct meaning within the context of their 
experiences and knowledge. To prepare students for the Listening section of the 
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18 AP Chinese Language and Culture

AP Chinese exam, this chapter offers important strategies that can improve listening 
skills. The listening selections offer students an opportunity to practice with differ-
ent types of listening materials at different levels, and the explanations provide 
students with the correct answers.

This chapter is organized into the following sections:

1. Rejoinders and Listening Selections
2. Listening Strategies
3. Answer Sheets and Printed Problems

Section I – Conversation (no printed problems)
Section II – Short Narration
Section III – Dialogue
Section IV – Long Narration

4. Answer Keys
Section I – Conversation
Section II – Short Narration
Section III – Dialogue
Section IV – Long Narration

5. Answers and Answer Explanations
Section I – Conversation
Section II – Short Narration
Section III – Dialogue
Section IV – Long Narration

6. Vocabulary Lists
Section III – Dialogue
Section IV – Long Narration

7. Scripts
Section I – Conversation
Section II – Short Narration
Section III – Dialogue
Section IV – Long Narration

Remember that the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam is a computer-based 
test. The Listening Comprehension section consists of Rejoinders and Listening 
Selections.

1. Rejoinders – For each problem, you will hear a part of a conversation, fol-
lowed by four answer choices: (A), (B), (C), and (D). You will then choose 
one of the choices to complete the conversation most appropriately. Note 
that the choices will not be displayed on screen.

2. Listening Selections – After listening to each selection, you will see the 
question and choices in English, one question at a time. You will then 
choose the most appropriate answer based on the selection you just 
heard.
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REJOINDERS
The first part of the Listening section on the AP Chinese exam requires students 
to reply with rejoinders. A rejoinder is a quick reply to a question or remark. For 
each problem, you will hear a part of a conversation, followed by four answer 
choices. You will then choose the answer that completes the conversation in a cul-
turally and logically appropriate way.

In order to select an appropriate rejoinder to a statement or request, you may 
have to use several different strategies. For example, you may locate key words, 
make inferences about the topic of the conversation, refer to their previous 
experiences, or use a combination of these strategies. Focusing on stressed words 
and intonation will help you find the key words of the conversation. In longer 
conversations, you will have to process details and possibly ignore unimportant 
information. However, this will not be necessary for Rejoinders, as they are rela-
tively short.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: LISTENING

Type: Rejoinders
Number of problems: 10–15
Weight: 10%
Duration: 10 minutes

Directions: You will hear the beginning of several short, incomplete conversa-
tions. Each conversation will be followed by a list of 4 possible responses. Choose 
the response that completes the conversation in the most logical and culturally 
appropriate manner.

Important notes:
1. You will not see the 4 choices. You will hear them immediately after you hear 

the incomplete conversation.
2. You will hear the conversation and the choices only once.
3. You will see on the screen 4 bubbles labeled A, B, C, D. Click on the one that 

best completes the conversation.
4. You have 5 seconds to answer each problem.
5. You cannot move back and forth among problems.

Knowledge & Skills:
1. Interpersonal communication.
2. Using set phrases and social formulae.
3. Communicating opinion, attitude, or intent.

Strategies:
1. Stay focused throughout this section.
2. Pay attention to the speaker’s mood: happy, sad, excited, etc.
3. Make culturally appropriate responses: response to compliments, addressing 

one’s superior, etc.
4. Do NOT take notes. You won’t have enough time.

Fig. 2-1 Rejoinders Task Breakdown
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Rejoinder questions will typically be in one of these formats:

1. Some questions will directly use question words.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

HINT: Listen for the question word. For example, after hearing “ ” (“ ”), 
you will only have to listen for the choice that responds with a place or direction, 
which is (B).

2. Some questions will be immediately answered and then followed by 
another question, which you will have to answer to complete the 
dialogue.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

HINT: Listen for the question word. Choose the answer that relates to the question 
word—in this case, (D).

CD 1
Track

1
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3. Some questions will have you analyze a statement, then respond with 
an appropriate ending.

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

HINT: Watch out for statements disguised as rhetorical questions. Although “
” (“ ”) is a question word, it is used as a non-specific descriptive in this 

context. Students should be careful not to take it too literally. The appropriate 
response here is to follow up with empathy instead of further scrutiny, or (C).

4. Some questions will require you to respond to a statement with a 
euphemism.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

HINT: Be sensitive to unpleasant topics such as death, divorce, and the like. “
” (“ ”) is a subtle way of saying someone has died, equivalent 

to “passed away” in English. Again, students should be careful not to take this 
phrase literally. The appropriate response here is to say something to ease the 
unpleasantness, which is (B).

Let’s summarize what we learned about Rejoinder questions into some quick tips 
to improve listening skills.
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1. Make connections between prior knowledge and the information at hand.
2. Identify key words and follow the sequence of ideas spoken.
3. Recognize the speaker’s main ideas and identify the supporting details and 

examples.
4. Evaluate the speaker’s motive (recognize the speaker’s purpose) and deter-

mine the speaker’s attitude.
5. Listen for the transitions between different thoughts or pieces of informa-

tion. When speakers finish one thought and start a new one, their voices 
tend to fall to a lower pitch, and they may pause between thoughts.

LISTENING SELECTIONS
The Listening Selection questions in this book are grouped into four sections.

Section I – Conversation
You will listen to a series of short conversations or parts of conversations followed 
by questions about what they have heard. Each question will be played once. The 
questions are not printed on the answer sheet, but they are heard at the end of each 
conversation. You will have several seconds to respond after you hear each 
question.

Section II – Short Narration
You will listen to a series of short narratives. The questions for each narrative are 
given after each selection. Each selection will be played once. You will be given 
several seconds to respond after you hear each question. All questions are shown in 
English.

Section III – Dialogue
This section consists of several long dialogues that will be played twice. The ques-
tions for each dialogue are printed after each selection on the answer sheet. You 
will be given a few more seconds than in Section I to respond after you hear each 
question. All questions are shown in English.

Section IV – Long Narration
This section consists of several long narrations that will be played twice. The ques-
tions for each narration are printed after each selection on the answer sheet. You 
will be given a few more seconds than in Section II to respond. All questions are 
shown in English.
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LISTENING STRATEGIES
Listening strategies are techniques that contribute directly to the comprehension 
and recall of listening input. Students can use listening strategies to maximize their 
comprehension of auditory input and identify relevant and non-relevant informa-
tion. Specific strategies include:

1. Determining a speaker’s attitude or feelings
2. Focusing on stressed words and intonation
3. Making inferences
4. Taking notes
5. Scanning questions and making predictions
6. Identifying key words and main ideas from the context
7. Processing details
8. Ignoring unimportant information
9. Following scripts

Note that the suggested strategies provided in this chapter are good for pre-exam 
practices. Although some may not be suitable for the actual exam (scanning, for 
example), they can nevertheless help you master the language.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: LISTENING

Type: Listening Selections–
Number of problems: 15–20
Weight: 15%
Duration: 10 minutes

Directions: You will listen to several selections in Chinese. For each selection, 
you will be told if it will play once or twice. After listening to the selection, you will 
then see the question and answer choices in English. Choose the answer that 
best matches the selection.

Important notes:
1. You have 12 seconds to answer each question.
2. You cannot move back and forth among questions.

Knowledge & Skills:
1. Interpretive communication.
2. Comprehension; inference.
3. Application of basic cultural knowledge.

Strategies:
1. Stay focused throughout this section.
2. Pay attention to the speaker’s mood: happy, sad, excited, etc.
3. Make culturally appropriate responses: response to compliments, addressing 

one’s superior, etc.
4. You may take notes, but they will not be graded.

Fig. 2-2 Listening Selections Task Breakdown
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STRATEGY

1  Determining a speaker’s attitudes or feelings

Questions regarding a person’s opinion, attitude, feelings, outlook, or reaction to 
something are common on the Listening section of the test. Sometimes, the speakers 
will directly announce their attitudes or feelings. In most cases, however, speakers 
in a recording only imply them by their tone of voice, intonation, and word choice. 
Usually, if a speaker emphasizes a certain word or phrase, that word or phrase is 
important. Students should also listen for the thesis in the recording to grasp the 
purpose of the speech. The thesis will often be found in either the first or last sen-
tence of the speech.

Common questions that require students to determine the speaker’s attitude or 
opinion are below:

What is the woman’s/man’s attitude toward/opinion about  .  .  .  ?
What does the woman/man mean/imply (by saying  .  .  .)?
What did the woman/man think of  .  .  .  ?
What does the woman’s answer suggest?
What can be concluded from this conversation?

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) , 

1. How does the man feel about his job?

(A) He hates working overtime.
(B) He doesn’t care much for it.
(C) He enjoys it very much.
(D) He doesn’t mind it even though it is tedious.

(C) is correct because the man says his job is very interesting.

People are often very subtle when speaking. When one person disagrees with 
another person, he usually will not say so directly. He may first agree with the other 
person politely and euphemistically, but then counteract his statement using an 
adversative (a word that expresses opposition). Students should pay attention to 
adversatives to gauge the actual opinion of the speaker while listening to such a 
conversation. Note that adversatives may be introduced by certain adverbs and 
conjunctions, including “ ” (“ ”) (in the end), “ ” (“ ”) (finally), “

” (but, however), “ ” (but, however), “ ” (“ ”) (but, nevertheless), “
” (yet), “ ” (“ ”) (in spite of that), “ ” (on the other 

hand), and “ ” (“ ”) (unless). Listen to the following dialogues:

CD 1
Track

2
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[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) , 
(Man) , 

2. What do we learn from the conversation?

(A) The man insists that his daughter should pursue her physics degree.
(B) The man thinks his daughter will be unsuccessful if she gets a business 

degree.
(C) The man advises his daughter to think carefully before making her 

decision.
(D) The man doesn’t have money for his daughter’s studies.

The word “ ” (“ ”) in the man’s statement expresses that his daughter should 
consider her decision carefully, so the answer is (C).

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

3. How does the man feel when he hears the news?

(A) Relaxed
(B) Worried
(C) Angry
(D) Happy

“ ” (“ ”) means “relaxed,” so (A) is 
the correct answer.

Adjectives that describe emotions in Chinese are limited, so students should 
practice and become familiar with the following words:

 ( ) excited
 ( ) happy
 ( ) angry
 ( ) worried
 ( ) disappointed
 ( ) irritated
 ( ) depressed
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 ( ) desirous
 ( ) relaxed
 ( ) nervous

Students should recognize the differences between actual and subjunctive condi-
tional sentences while listening. Usually, it is not easy to understand subjunctive 
conditional sentences that express speakers’ opinions and attitudes. Practice with 
the subjunctive conditional sentence in this dialogue:

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

4. What does the man mean?

(A) They lost by one point.
(B) Their team was the best by far.
(C) They won a very close game.
(D) Their team didn’t get one point.

The word “ ,” with which conditional sentences often start, introduces a sub-
junctive sentence, meaning that the man’s comment is actually the opposite of what 
happened, so the answer is (A).

Students should practice and become familiar with the following conjunctions, 
and pay attention to their grammatical and semantic meanings:

  .  .  . if
 if it were not for
 otherwise

  .  .  . (   .  .  .) unless
  .  .  .    .  .  . not only  .  .  .  but also

  .  .  .    .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) on the contrary
  .  .  .   if not A, it’s B; either A or B
  .  .  .    .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) either  .  .  .  or
  .  .  .  ,   .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) would rather; better
  .  .  .    .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) it’s better  .  .  .  than  .  .  .
  ( ) though; although
  .  .  . it’s just that
  .  .  .  .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) even though
  .  .  .    .  .  . so long as
  .  .  .    .  .  . only if  .  .  .
  .  .  .    .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) no matter  .  .  .
  .  .  .    .  .  . even if  .  .  .  still  .  .  .
  .  .  .    .  .  . even  .  .  .  still  .  .  .
  .  .  .    .  .  .  (   .  .  .    .  .  .) because  .  .  .  , therefore  .  .  .
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  .  .  .    .  .  .  (   .  .  .  ) the reason is that
  .  .  .   since; in the case
  .  .  . so that
  ( ) in order to avoid; so as not to

The above conjunctions will be reviewed in Chapter 6 under “Complex Sentences.” 
Students can find examples for each phrase in that chapter.

Distinguishing between interrogative and rhetorical questions is another key lis-
tening skill. Understanding rhetorical questions is especially difficult because the 
message can only be found between the lines. See the rhetorical question in the 
following dialogue.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

5. What does the man mean?

(A) He agrees with the woman.
(B) He should ask his father about it.
(C) Buying a bicycle is a good idea.
(D) He wants to get a car.

The father believes that it is inconvenient to go to school on foot, so he wants to 
buy a bicycle for his son. However, his son asks his father a rhetorical question that 
implies that he prefers a car, so the correct answer is (D).

STRATEGY

2  Focusing on stressed words and intonation

It is important for students to pay attention to the tone of the speaker’s voice and 
to focus on the stressed words. Students should listen for stressed words, particularly 
in the Rejoinders section. Useful information and meanings are usually expressed 
by stressed syllables and intonation. For most listening tests, professional recordings 
will be provided, so a monotone voice will never express shock, and unimportant 
words will never be stressed.

Focusing on the stressed words will help students find key words and identify 
main ideas. Underline the stressed words while listening to the following 
selection.

[Traditional-character version]

” 

CD 1
Track

3
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[Simplified-character version]

“ ”
“ ”

“
”

Students should try to focus on the bold words in the above selection while listen-
ing, as each of them stresses an important detail. For example,  
(“ … ”) means “has a specific meaning.” The leading sentence, “each Chinese 
name usually has a specific meaning,” expresses the main idea of the selection. The 
stressed words used in the selection, such as, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “

” (“ ”), and “ … ” (“ … ”), support the main idea. Another 
stressed word, “ ,” indicates that male names differ from female names, and vice 
versa. Moreover, the words “ ” (“ ”), and “ ” further specify some mean-
ings of male names, while the words “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), and “ ” 
(“ ”) specify some meanings of female names. Focusing on different intonations 
will also help students understand listening passages more clearly.

STRATEGY

3  Making inferences

Making inferences is another important listening strategy. Inferring is the process 
of identifying the main idea of a listening passage based on evidence in the passage. 
It involves combining what is heard with relevant prior knowledge. Oftentimes, a 
speaker will imply something and leave it up for interpretation. Making inferences 
when listening is usually easier than when reading.

Understanding vocabulary that relates to the topic and the main ideas is an 
essential ingredient of making inferences. For example, words such as medicine, 
patient, doctor, and recover will relate to hospitals; words such as check, interest, rate, 
account, and bank will relate to money; and returning and checking out books will 
relate to a library. These key words, combined with common knowledge, can help 
students make inferences.

Here are some common inference questions that may appear in the Listening 
section:

What can be inferred from the passage?
What is the speaker most concerned about?
How does the writer feel about  .  .  .  ?
What does the author want to tell us?

Practice making inferences with the following conversation.
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1. [Traditional-character version]
 (Woman) 
 (Man) 
 (Woman) 
 (Man) 
 (Woman) 
 (Man) 

 (Woman) 
 (Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
 (Woman) 
 (Man) 
 (Woman) 
 (Man) 
 (Woman) 
 (Man) 

 (Woman) , 
 (Man) 

Based on this piece of conversation, students can infer the answers to the following 
questions: 1) Who is talking? Two students. 2) Where are they talking? The woman 
is at the man’s place returning a dictionary, but he is not there. 3) What are they 
talking about? Lending dictionaries, checking out books, climbing a mountain, and 
doing mathematics homework.

Making inferences helps students analyze information that is not directly 
expressed, but implied. Students not only have to listen for the literal meanings 
of individual words but also understand their implied meanings. Using this 
strategy, students can make guesses or assumptions about speakers’ purposes and 
attitudes.

Here is another example:

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

2. What does the woman mean by her statement?

(A) She can’t walk any faster.
(B) Her heel broke.
(C) She has other errands to run.
(D) She likes to walk slowly.

CD 1
Track
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This conversation states two facts: First, the man asks the woman to walk faster 
because they are going to be late; and second, the woman asks the man to go first 
because her heels are too high to walk on. From this information, students can infer 
that the woman cannot walk any faster, so (A) is the correct answer.

Listening to passages about daily activities, social life, culture, history, and fables 
requires students to know some background information, and to focus on impor-
tant events, characters, and relationships, to infer the speaker’s opinion. For 
example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
, 

, 
, 
, , 

, 

3. What did people give as presents in the ’80s?

(A) Candies and fruit
(B) Coffee
(C) Computers
(D) Books

4. What will people probably give as presents in the future?

(A) Fruit and candies
(B) Books
(C) Computer software
(D) Vitamins

5. Why do people worry about buying presents?

(A) There are too many people to buy presents for.
(B) There are too many varieties of presents.
(C) There aren’t enough things to choose from.
(D) Presents are too expensive.

Students should recognize some key words while listening to this passage. If they 
grasped the key words, which are a variety of presents, then they may well answer 
the first two questions easily: (A) for question 2 and (C) for question 3. If students 
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notice the essential sentence “
” (“ ”), 

they can make an inference to choose the correct answer for question 4. (B) is 
correct because the literal meaning of this sentence is that people don’t know what 
to buy, but its contextual meaning is that there are too many varieties of presents 
to choose from.

Sometimes, students need to make inferences based on a series of actions, as in 
this example:

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) 

6. What is the man doing?

(A) Asking for information
(B) Filling out a form
(C) Talking to a friend
(D) Having a birthday party

If students are able to infer something from this series of actions—writing “ ,” 
“ ,” “ ,” filling out “ ,” and signing—“ … ” (“

… ”) they will be able to choose the correct answer, (B).
Making inferences is very useful in answering questions regarding “cause and 

effect.” For example:

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

7. Why does Xiao Zhang not work?

(A) He is tired of working.
(B) He was dismissed from his job.
(C) He’s changing jobs.
(D) The company is too big.

If students understand that this dialogue indicates the consequence of an event “
,” (“ ,”) they will realize that the correct answer is (B). The passive voice 

in the woman’s statement also indicates this answer.
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[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

8. Why has the woman decided to leave the company?

(A) She is too tired to work.
(B) She is not sufficiently paid for her work.
(C) The job isn’t challenging enough.
(D) She cannot keep her mind on her work.

In order to answer this question, students have to make an inference from the sen-
tence “ ” (“ ”). This 
sentence implies “She doesn’t think the job is challenging enough,” so (C) is the 
answer.

Sometimes, long passages may appear in the Listening section of the exam. These 
passages are often simpler than shorter recordings because they may not be related 
to literature or academics, or include technical jargon. Instead, their topics, such as 
school life, family issues, entertainment, or animals, are usually general. Also, a 
longer passage may contain more useful information for making inferences. If stu-
dents have a good general knowledge and vocabulary, they will feel confident when 
listening to long passages.

STRATEGY

4  Taking notes

Taking notes is important while listening. Students are allowed to take notes during 
the second part of the Listening section, but their notes will not be graded. Taking 
notes requires students to: 1) listen and analyze at the same time; and 2) identify 
the topic quickly and write down the main idea and supporting details. The speed 
of note-taking must match the speech rate.

Taking notes while listening differs from taking dictation. Using key words, 
simple, meaningful symbols, and figures is an important principle of note-taking. 
Names, places, numbers, and occupations, are essential information to include in 
notes. Efficient note-taking helps students better understand listening materials and 
remember content when answering the questions. The following example illustrates 
some techniques for taking notes.

[Traditional-character version]
(Man)  

(Woman)  

CD 1
Track

5

7-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   327-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   32 6/26/2009   2:36:29 PM6/26/2009   2:36:29 PM



Listening Comprehension 33

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) 1
4 6 8

1. When does the teacher have office hours?

(A) From one to four in the afternoon on Friday
(B) From six to eight in the afternoon on Monday
(C) At ten in the morning on Wednesday
(D) At seven in the evening on Tuesday

Students’ notes might look like this: 1 3 4: 1PM → 4PM; 2 5: 6PM → 8PM. 
From these notes, they’ll be able to choose the correct answer, (D).

Note-taking methods vary greatly between individuals. Different symbols, signs, 
and abbreviations, in Pinyin or English, can be adopted for taking notes. The 
important thing is for students to develop a note-taking technique that works for 
them.

STRATEGY

5  Scanning questions and making predictions

This strategy is intended as an exercise for practicing listening comprehension skills 
prior to the exam. During the Listening section of the AP Chinese exam, the ques-
tions and answer choices are not visible to students until after they listen to the 
audio; therefore, this strategy is not applicable during the exam.

When practicing for the exam, students can be given several seconds to hear or 
to read the questions before each recorded passage begins. Students should use this 
time to become familiar with the questions, scanning them instead of reading them 
word for word.

When scanning, students should underline key words and decide what they need 
to listen for. Students should pay attention to question words such as where and 
who that require specific details about places and people. Scanning the multiple-
choice answers beforehand can help students predict the topics of the test questions 
and quickly refresh related vocabulary.

The following examples show how to apply the scanning technique on both short 
and long multiple-choice answers. For short multiple-choice answers, quickly 
looking over them may be sufficient to obtain the relevant information. However, 
for long multiple-choice answers, vertically scanning the list of choices may help 
students identify the differences between the choices. For example:

 1. (A) Swimming
(B) Cycling
(C) Running
(D) Hunting
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 2. (A) A single room
(B) A double room
(C) A room on the second floor
(D) A room on the third floor

 3. (A) The man had gone home.
(B) The man had a fight with his colleague.
(C) The man had finished loading the truck.
(D) The man had just started loading the truck.

 4. (A) His daughter must leave for school at 9:30.
(B) His daughter must go to work at 9:30.
(C) His wife must have breakfast at 9:30.
(D) His wife must get to her office at 9:30.

The multiple-choice answers in question 1 are short. By looking over them, it is 
easy to identify all four as sports or games. Although the answers in question 2 are 
slightly longer, by looking at them quickly students can tell that the choices are all 
about apartments. The answer choices in question 3 are long. By comparing the 
answers vertically, students will see that all four answers contain “the man had” and 
the differences between the answers are:

(A) gone home
(B) a fight with his colleague
(C) finished loading the truck
(D) just started loading the truck

The choices in question 4 are also long. By looking over the answers, students will 
find the following commonalities:

1. the ending of all four answers is the same, “9:30;”
2. both (A) and (B) are about his daughter;
3. both (C) and (D) are about his wife.

By comparing the middle parts of the answers vertically, students can further iden-
tify the differences between the answers:

(A) daughter must leave for school
(B) daughter must go to work
(C) wife must have breakfast
(D) wife must get to her office

Listening materials contain a lot of information and prompt a variety of questions. 
While listening, some students hear individual words and sentences rather then the 
complete thoughts they express. Although they may understand each word or a 
single sentence, they sometimes fail to understand the conversation as a whole. In 
addition, students often forget an earlier part of a selection when listening to a later 
part. When they answer the questions, they may have difficulty recalling what they 
heard in each section.
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Sometimes students risk losing a portion of a selection by thinking about the 
questions instead of about what they are hearing. On longer selections, it is probably 
better to focus on remembering what they hear. When listening, it is important to 
lock down some key words and important sentences. Understanding and remem-
bering the key points is half the battle in choosing the correct answers.

Students should use the scanning strategy to make predictions about the selection 
before or while listening. Before listening, students should analyze the wording of 
the questions and answer choices and refer to their own knowledge and experience 
about the topic. Scanning some questions greatly helps students grasp the ideas of 
listening materials, such as speeches or conversations. While listening, students 
should pay attention to the leading sentence of the introductory paragraph, which 
usually states the topic of the essay and often outlines the rest of the work. Some-
times, the leading sentence of the conclusion paragraph also summarizes the key 
points of an essay. Grasping the topic is an important part of understanding the 
essay as a whole. Besides the topic, students should try to predict the author’s 
purpose. An accurate prediction shows that the student has correctly aligned his or 
her thoughts with those of the speaker. An incorrect prediction implies that the 
student must learn to listen more carefully.

Scan questions 5–8 and their answer choices, based on a dialogue between a man 
and a woman, to practice predicting the ideas in a selection.

 5. Why didn’t the phone call go through the last two times?

(A) The phone broke.
(B) The line was busy.
(C) The number was wrong.
(D) No one picked up the phone.

 6. Why dose the man call the woman?

(A) To watch a movie
(B) To come over for dinner
(C) To go shopping
(D) To join a club

 7. Why doesn’t the woman accept the invitation?

(A) She has a test the next day.
(B) She already has a plan.
(C) There aren’t any good movies out.
(D) She’s sick.

 8. Who is the man?

(A) A student
(B) A doctor
(C) An actor
(D) A patient
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Students should be able to predict the topic by scanning these questions as a whole. 
By identifying the key words “phone call,” “join a club,” “watch a movie,” “eat 
dinner,” and “tests,” students will easily recognize that the topic of the dialogue is 
“inviting someone to do something.”

In the same way, scan questions 9–11 and their multiple-choice options to prac-
tice making predictions about an essay.

 9. What is a good eating habit?

(A) Eating an appropriate amount of food at a good time
(B) Eating a lot
(C) Eating very cold and very hot foods
(D) Eating good foods sparingly

10. How should breakfast, lunch, and dinner be eaten?

(A) Eat a lot at dinner.
(B) Eat a lot at breakfast and dinner, and less during lunch.
(C) Never eat breakfast.
(D) Eat less at dinner.

11. What kind of problems will eating snacks bring

(A) Decreased appetite
(B) Increased appetite
(C) Disease
(D) Obesity

Students should be able to predict the topic of the essay by scanning these questions 
as a whole. Identifying the key words “eating habits,” “three meals,” and “snacks” 
should enable students to predict the topic: “eating habits and health.” Being able 
to predict the topic will help students comprehend the audio material and then 
predict its main idea while listening.

Practice making predictions by scanning the questions and the answer choices 
before listening to the following two selections.

[Traditional-character version]
2025

16%

[Simplified-character version]
2025

16%
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12. What is the main topic of the selection?

(A) Social pressures
(B) Citizens’ needs
(C) Shortage of drinking water
(D) Population growth

The leading sentence, “ ” (“
”), and the last sentence “ ” (“ ”), 

of the passage indicate that the topic is related to the shortage of drinking water, 
so (C) is the correct answer.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

13. What is the theme of the passage?

(A) Video games cause grades to go down.
(B) Video games have many positive aspects.
(C) Video games influence people.
(D) Video games are dangerous.

By scanning the question and answer choices, students will see that (A) and (D) 
have negative connotations, (C) has a neutral connotation, and (B) has a positive 
connotation. The scanning process should help students predict that (C) might be 
the correct answer since it covers both positive, (B), and negative, (A) and (D), 
aspects associated with playing video games. The first sentence, “

”(“ ”), which 
has a neutral connotation, supports (C).

As you have seen, this listening strategy utilizes reading skills to help students 
find the general topic from the questions and answer choices. If students can iden-
tify the general topic beforehand, they will be under less pressure while listening to 
recordings. This strategy can really benefit students, helping them focus on the 
main ideas and specific information in the listening passages.
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STRATEGY

6  Identifying key words and main ideas from the context

As discussed in the previous section, scanning questions and answer choices helps 
students understand the general topic of a speech or conversation. Knowing the 
topic may help students identify the main idea of the passage while listening. The 
main idea is the key point or thought expressed.

A key word is a word or a concept with special significance. In listening tests, 
key words usually express the key points in the speech or conversation. Some key 
words directly name places, people, or things. Some key words repeatedly appear 
in the speech or conversation. Students should underline or write down the key 
words while listening.

But remember: The answer choices will often use a substitution or an explana-
tion, rather than the key word itself. Answering these questions requires students 
to master a wide range of vocabulary and listening skills. Listen to the following 
conversation and answer the question.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 

 1. Why was the man late?

(A) He got up later than usual.
(B) The flight was late.
(C) He forgot the appointment.
(D) His clock was slow.

“ ” (“ ”) is the key word, which indicates that the man got up later 
than usual, so the answer is (A).

Finding key words is an important strategy for understanding listening materials, 
especially in the Rejoinders section. For example, if students hear words and phrases 
from a conversation such as “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), and “ ” (“ ”), 
they can infer that the place is a restaurant and the topic is related to food. Using 
this strategy, it should be easy for students to answer the questions.

Listening to the leading sentence of the introductory paragraph in an argumenta-
tive essay is helpful for identifying the main idea. Typical main idea questions 
include:

CD 1
Track

7
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What is the main idea of this passage?
What is the passage mainly about?
What is the speaker talking about?
Which of these titles fits the passage best?

Use the listening selection below to practice focusing on key words and identifying 
the main idea.

[Traditional-character version]

18%

[Simplified-character version]

18%

 2. What is the main idea of this report?

(A) More and more Chinese people are taking part in sports.
(B) There are many reasons why people join sports.
(C) Sports are a big part of life.
(D) There are many different sports.

 3. Which of the following titles fits the report best?

(A) Sports and Economy
(B) Sports and Life
(C) Different Sports
(D) People Who Play Sports

After listening to this report, students will find that the word “sport” appears fre-
quently. Using “sport” as a key word, students should infer that the report topic is 
sports. After listening to the first sentence, “

”(“
”), and the last sentence, “

”(“

”), students should be able to identify the main idea—“sports are a part 
of life”—so (C) is the correct answer for question 2. Once they have found the 
main idea, students should be able to determine the title of the report, choosing 
(B) as the answer for question 3.

Identifying main ideas based on key words can be a complex process, because 
key words do not always appear repeatedly in the audio materials. If this is the case, 
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students can identify the main idea using other techniques—for example, inferring 
the main idea based on a contextual clue or determining the main idea by eliminat-
ing non-relevant information. The next selection will help students learn how to 
identify the main idea in a complicated news report.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 4. What is the main idea of the report?

(A) Many people in Beijing are getting sick.
(B) Bad living habits cause disease.
(C) Drinking and smoking are unhealthy.
(D) Beijing conducted a survey of 20,000 people.

In this case, the questions do not include key words that suggest the main idea of 
the report. However, understanding the phrase “ ” ( ) in the leading 
sentence should help students find a context clue—“China”—even though “China” 
does not appear in the answer choices. Students can infer that the main idea of the 
report is related to “China” instead of “Beijing,” as Beijing is just a part of China 
and taken as example. Consequently, students can exclude (A) and (D) related to 
“Beijing.” Students can also eliminate (C), because it is too specific to be the main 
idea. Thus, only (B) represents the main idea of the report.

Students are strongly advised to practice finding key words and identifying main 
ideas. These skills are essential to comprehending listening materials accurately.

STRATEGY

7  Processing details

Processing the details of listening materials, such as time, places, characters, and 
numbers, is one of the most important strategies for the AP Chinese Listening test, 
especially for answering Rejoinders and “sample stimulus” questions. The art of 
processing details requires students to focus on detailed information once they have 
found the main idea and to constantly compare what they hear with what they 
know about the topic. They must listen closely for information that answers the 
questions what?, where?, who?, and when?, and for information about how some-
thing is done or why something is happening.

Students should remember that, when answering detailed questions, they can 
often find the answers directly stated in the passage. Also, the order of the subjects 
in the questions usually reflects the order of the passage. Therefore, take note of 
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the setting, characters, plot, and so on as you go. Students should also identify 
relationships and occupations. Keeping track of details can be difficult. However, 
learning to write down as much detail as possible when taking notes will help tre-
mendously. If students can sort and file this information as they hear it, they will 
remember it better.

Questions regarding time and numbers often appear in listening tests. Students 
tend to score very low in this area. This is because many students are not familiar 
with numbers in Chinese. Numbers such as dates, ages, and phone numbers are 
usually given directly, but sometimes students have to know the connection between 
numbers or do simple math problems in their heads. Recordings also may include 
comparison words such as “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ” (“

”), and other number-related adjectives, prepositions, and adverbs. In general, 
visualizing the numerals instead of the words helps understanding. Students should 
practice numbers regularly so that they don’t waste time translating words as they 
listen. The following passage will help students develop the skills needed to process 
details.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 1. How many people suffered in the car crash?

(A) 70   (B) 63   (C) 4   (D) 3

The important key word is “suffer.” “Suffer” includes people who died and also 
people who were injured. The correct answer is (A) because 1 + 2 + 4 + 63 = 70. 
In this case, solving a simple mathematic problem is necessary.

Listen to the following announcement and answer the question.

[Traditional-character version]
7

[Simplified-character version]
7

CD 1
Track

8
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 2. When did the second bus leave on Saturday morning?

(A) 7:30   (B) 8:00   (C) 9:00   (D) 9:30

Students must listen carefully for the two hard parts of the problem: “
” (“ ”) and “ ” (“

”). Students must also notice “the second bus” and “Saturday” in the question. 
Using this information, students can select the correct answer, (D). To do so, a 
deduction in two steps needs to take place: 1) “ 7 ” (“ 7

”) and “ ” (“ ”) indicate that the second bus is 
at 9:00 am; 2) “ ” (“ ”) indicates that 
the bus is a half hour late on the “Saturday” in question, so the correct answer is 
9:30 am.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 984
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 984
(Man) 

 3. When does the woman want to leave?

(A) August 4th

(B) August 8th

(C) August 3rd

(D) August 13th

Students should try to listen for useful information and ignore words that are not 
necessarily relevant to the question. For example, the words “Flight 984” and “4th 
of August” are irrelevant here. Being familiar with the format of dates in Chinese 
will certainly help students answer this and similar questions.

Remembering important adverbs, adjectives, and time-measure words, such as 
“ … ,” “ ” (“ ”), “… … ” (“… … ”), “… ” (“…

”), and “ …” (“ …”), is very helpful in correctly understanding listening 
materials.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 1

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 1 , 
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 4. Which of the following is more plausible?

(A) Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 5:00.
(B) Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 3:00.
(C) Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 2:00.
(D) Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 1:00.

If students clearly hear the information “ 1 ” (“ 1 ”) and “
” (“ ”), they can use the word “ ” 

(“ ”), which means “more than three,” to find the correct answer, (A).
The following skills are essential for correctly understanding prices expressed in 

Chinese:

1. being familiar with the format of prices in Chinese;

2. understanding prices for one item or a set of items;

3.  knowing important words, such as “ …,” “ … ,” “ ” (“ ”), 
“ ” (“ ”), and “ X ”;

4. using simple arithmetic.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

 5. How much does one ticket cost?

(A) $1.40
(B) $4.30
(C) $8.60
(D) $6.40

The key to this problem is to listen for “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” and 
“ ” (“ ”). Students can use simple addition and subtraction to obtain 
the correct answer, (B).

Questions regarding location and direction appear frequently in listening tests, 
so it’s important for students to listen carefully for directional words. To help 
answer these questions, students should practice and remember words regarding 
location and direction. For example, if students hear “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“

”), “ ”, and “ ” (“ ”), the conversation is related to a hotel; if stu-
dents hear “ ,” “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), and “ ,” the conversation is related 
to a clothing store. Common questions for location include:

Where does the conversation most probably take place?
Where does this conversation most likely occur?
Where are the two speakers?
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Such questions often appear in dialogues about daily life, including conversations 
about clothing, food, shelter, occupation, and studying. The related locations are 
often public places (banks, malls, airports, hospitals, clothing stores, and campuses) 
and homes. People employ different types of language at different places. Being 
familiar with the following words associated with specific places will be beneficial 
to students.

Campus

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Restaurant

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Airport

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Train station

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Hospital

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

Post office

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Hotel

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Library

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Shopping

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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The following conversations contain clues to help students determine the location 
of events.

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) ? 
(Woman) 

 6. Where does the conversation most probably take place?

(A) In a restaurant
(B) At a bank
(C) At a bookstore
(D) At a school

The key point “ ” (“ )” indicates that the correct answer is 
(D).

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

 7. Where does this conversation most likely occur?

(A) At a bank
(B) In a restaurant
(C) In a post office
(D) At an apartment building

“ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”) 
indicate that the answer is (D).

There are only a few Chinese direction words to remember. It is a good idea to 
sketch out a map while listening to selections that include directions. Listening to 
the following selections will help students obtain information about direction.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

 8. Where is the bookstore?

(A) East of the post office
(B) West of the post office
(C) South of the bank
(D) Behind the bank

Students should sketch a map with directions and the building names while listen-
ing to the selection. This will help them determine that the correct answer is (B).

[Traditional-character version]
3312

[Simplified-character version]
3312

 9. What’s on either side of the door?

(A) A bookshelf and a window
(B) A table and a chair
(C) A sofa and a bookshelf
(D) A shelf and a bed

10. What’s on top of the table?

(A) A dictionary and other books
(B) A television set and a lamp
(C) A pen and a television
(D) A lamp and a computer

Students should draw a map while listening to the positions of the furniture and 
other items. This will help them find the correct answers, (C) for question 9 and 
(D) for question 10.
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Listening tests may contain some questions regarding identity and relationship. 
Using context clues can help students predict the identity of a speaker or the rela-
tionship between speakers. For example, a conversation about daily life could be 
between a husband and wife, disease is probably a conversation topic between a 
doctor and patient, and a school-related conversation usually occurs between stu-
dents and/or teachers. Some common questions regarding identity and relationship 
include:

Who (what) is the man/woman?
What is the man’s/woman’s profession/occupation?
What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

11. What is the relationship between the man and the woman?

(A) Husband and wife
(B) Waiter and customer
(C) Salesman and customer
(D) Host and guest

The key words “ ,” “ ,” and “ ” (“ ”) indicate that the rela-
tionship between the speakers is (B), waiter and customer.

[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) , 
(Man) ?

12. What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?

(A) Doctor and patient
(B) Manager and office worker
(C) Travel agent and customer
(D) Teacher and student

Key pieces of information such as “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” estab-
lish a relationship between a boss and an employee, so (B) is the answer.

Comprehending events during listening tests is a difficult task, as some listening 
materials are very short and may consist of only one sentence, even though they 
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describe a series of events or a complicated relationship between several people. 
Students should:

1. pay attention to the sequence of events;

2. remember the names of characters and their relationships; and

3. be familiar with special sentence structures.

Questions regarding events may appear in the following formats:

What are the speakers discussing?
What is the man/woman asking about?
What can you learn from the conversation?

Pay attention to the events in the following sentence, whose verbal construction is 
a series.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

13. What does she do last?

(A) Put on her backpack
(B) Drink water
(C) Run to the bus stop
(D) Get a piece of bread

The correct answer is (C) based on the sequence of events.

The next sentence tests if students can determine the correct answer based on a 
complicated statement.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

14. Who will go buy books this afternoon?

(A) Li Xin and Xiao Ma
(B) Wang Li and Li Xin
(C) Xiao Ma and Lao Zhang
(D) Lao Zhang and Wang Li

To determine that the correct answer is (B), students need to remember the people’s 
names and to understand the grammatical meaning of the sentence.
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STRATEGY

8  Ignoring unimportant information

It is unlikely that students will understand 100 percent of the vocabulary in a lis-
tening text. When listening, students often come upon a word or phrase that they 
don’t understand. When this happens, students should skip over the unknown 
words or phrases. It is necessary for students to determine the importance of the 
words or phrases they skip. Ignoring unimportant words does not affect a general 
understanding of listening materials. For instance:

1. Students should be aware of redundancy because they can use it to give 
themselves time to think and identify the important parts of the selection.

2. The author expresses just one opinion using several examples, described by 
long and complicated sentences. Understanding one example is enough to 
understand the opinion.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Before listening, scanning the questions and the answer choices should help stu-
dents predict the topic of the report, which is “sports and health.” Understanding 
the sentence “ ” (“

”) is the key to understanding the author’s opinion.

STRATEGY

9  Following scripts

Scripts will accompany the listening materials in this book. Students can use the 
scripts to practice listening comprehension skills. For example, if students have 
difficulty understanding recordings, they can refer to the scripts to check the 
vocabulary they do not understand. However, students should not try to translate 
entire listening selections because it is more important to focus on the main 
ideas.
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To answer questions correctly, students may have to use several of the listening 
strategies presented in this section. For example, students may need to find key 
words, and/or make inferences about the topic of the conversation, and/or use their 
previous experiences to reply. Focusing on stressed words and intonation will help 
students find the key words of the conversation. In longer conversations, students 
will have to process details and possibly ignore unimportant information. However, 
in the following section, this will not be necessary as the listening materials are rela-
tively short.
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Listening Comprehension Practice
ANSWER SHEET

Section I Conversation

 1 � � � �
 2 � � � �
 3 � � � �
 4 � � � �
 5 � � � �
 6 � � � �
 7 � � � �
 8 � � � �
 9 � � � �
 10 � � � �
 11 � � � �
 12 � � � �
 13 � � � �
 14 � � � �
 15 � � � �
 16 � � � �
 17 � � � �
 18 � � � �
 19 � � � �
 20 � � � �
 21 � � � �
 22 � � � �
 23 � � � �
 24 � � � �
 25 � � � �

 26 � � � �
 27 � � � �
 28 � � � �
 29 � � � �
 30 � � � �
 31 � � � �
 32 � � � �
 33 � � � �
 34 � � � �
 35 � � � �
 36 � � � �
 37 � � � �
 38 � � � �
 39 � � � �
 40 � � � �
 41 � � � �
 42 � � � �
 43 � � � �
 44 � � � �
 45 � � � �
 46 � � � �
 47 � � � �
 48 � � � �
 49 � � � �
 50 � � � �

 51 � � � �
 52 � � � �
 53 � � � �
 54 � � � �
 55 � � � �
 56 � � � �
 57 � � � �
 58 � � � �
 59 � � � �
 60 � � � �
 61 � � � �
 62 � � � �
 63 � � � �
 64 � � � �
 65 � � � �
 66 � � � �
 67 � � � �
 68 � � � �
 69 � � � �
 70 � � � �
 71 � � � �
 72 � � � �
 73 � � � �
 74 � � � �
 75 � � � �

 76 � � � �
 77 � � � �
 78 � � � �
 79 � � � �
 80 � � � �
 81 � � � �
 82 � � � �
 83 � � � �
 84 � � � �
 85 � � � �
 86 � � � �
 87 � � � �
 88 � � � �
 89 � � � �
 90 � � � �
 91 � � � �
 92 � � � �
 93 � � � �
 94 � � � �
 95 � � � �
 96 � � � �
 97 � � � �
 98 � � � �
 99 � � � �
100 � � � �

Section II Short Narration

101 � � � �
102 � � � �
103 � � � �
104 � � � �
105 � � � �

106 � � � �
107 � � � �
108 � � � �
109 � � � �
110 � � � �

111 � � � �
112 � � � �
113 � � � �
114 � � � �
115 � � � �

116 � � � �
117 � � � �
118 � � � �
119 � � � �
120 � � � �

✁
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Listening Comprehension Practice
ANSWER SHEET

Section III Dialogues

121 � � � �
122 � � � �
123 � � � �
124 � � � �
125 � � � �
126 � � � �
127 � � � �
128 � � � �
129 � � � �
130 � � � �
131 � � � �
132 � � � �
133 � � � �

134 � � � �
135 � � � �
136 � � � �
137 � � � �
138 � � � �
139 � � � �
140 � � � �
141 � � � �
142 � � � �
143 � � � �
144 � � � �
145 � � � �
146 � � � �

147 � � � �
148 � � � �
149 � � � �
150 � � � �
151 � � � �
152 � � � �
153 � � � �
154 � � � �
155 � � � �
156 � � � �
157 � � � �
158 � � � �
159 � � � �

160 � � � �
161 � � � �
162 � � � �
163 � � � �
164 � � � �
165 � � � �
166 � � � �
167 � � � �
168 � � � �
169 � � � �
170 � � � �
171 � � � �
172 � � � �

Section IV Long Narration

173 � � � �
174 � � � �
175 � � � �
176 � � � �
177 � � � �
178 � � � �
179 � � � �
180 � � � �
181 � � � �
182 � � � �
183 � � � �
184 � � � �

185 � � � �
186 � � � �
187 � � � �
188 � � � �
189 � � � �
190 � � � �
191 � � � �
192 � � � �
193 � � � �
194 � � � �
195 � � � �
196 � � � �

197 � � � �
198 � � � �
199 � � � �
200 � � � �
201 � � � �
202 � � � �
203 � � � �
204 � � � �
205 � � � �
206 � � � �
207 � � � �
208 � � � �

209 � � � �
210 � � � �
211 � � � �
212 � � � �
213 � � � �
214 � � � �
215 � � � �
216 � � � �
217 � � � �
218 � � � �
219 � � � �
220 � � � �
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Listening Comprehension Practice

SECTION I – CONVERSATIONS

You will hear several short conversations. Each conversation will be played once along with 
four choices of response (A), (B), (C), and (D). You will have 5 seconds to choose a 
response that completes the conversation in a logical and culturally appropriate way. Please 
remember to mark your answers on the answer sheet.

Conversations 1 through 10

Conversations 11–20

Conversations 21–30

Conversations 31–40

Conversations 41–50

Conversations 51–60

Conversations 61–70

Conversations 71–80

Conversations 81–90

Conversations 91–100
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SECTION II – SHORT NARRATIONS

You will listen to several short narrations. Each narration will be played once. You may 
take notes. After each narration, you will have 5 seconds to read the question and choose 
the most appropriate response (A), (B), (C) or (D) in English, from the answer sheet. 
Please be reminded that during the AP Chinese Exam, the question will be displayed only 
after you hear the narration; therefore, in this practice, previewing the printed questions 
prior to listening to the narration is not recommended.

Narrations for Questions 101 to 110.

101. Which statement is correct?

(A) The difference between the highest 
and lowest temperatures is 4°C.

(B) This city freezes every day in the 
winter.

(C) The difference between the highest 
and lowest temperatures is 35°C.

(D) Today’s average temperature is 18°C.

102. What happened?

(A) Xiao Li is sick.
(B) Xiao Li is in the hospital.
(C) Xiao Li’s mom is in the hospital.
(D) Xiao Li’s younger sister is in the 

hospital.

103. What is the speaker’s attitude?

(A) Angry
(B) Doubtful
(C) Apathetic
(D) Surprised

104. What is the flaw of the clothing?

(A) Bad quality
(B) High price
(C) Ugly color
(D) Out of style

105. What does the speaker mean?

(A) Nobody likes soccer.
(B) Excluding soccer, all other sports are 

exciting.
(C) Soccer makes everyone excited.
(D) Nobody gets excited over soccer.

106. What can be inferred from the woman’s 
speech?

(A) The listener eats breakfast every day.
(B) The listener gets up early every 

morning.
(C) The listener gets up too late to eat 

breakfast.
(D) The listener gets up early and eats 

breakfast.

107. Who is the man behind the older brother?

(A) The son of the speaker
(B) The younger brother of the speaker
(C) The nephew of the speaker
(D) The older brother of the speaker

108. What is not located next to the dorm?

(A) Clothes shop
(B) Post office
(C) Grocery store
(D) Bookstore

CD 2
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109. Which sequence is right?

(A) Eating snacks, shopping, going to the 
post office

(B) Shopping, going to the post office, 
eating snacks

(C) Eating snacks, going to the post 
office, shopping

(D) Going to the post office, shopping, 
eating snacks

110. What is the main reason for the good 
health of the speaker?

(A) Frequently walking
(B) Doing Taiji
(C) Keeping an exercise routine 
(D) No smoking, but a little drinking

111. Where does the speaker work?

(A) A hospital
(B) An English school
(C) A post office
(D) A high school

112. Where did they travel?

(A) Shanghai, Guangzhou
(B) Nanjing, Shanghai
(C) Xi’an, Nanjing
(D) Guangzhou, Xi’an

113. How are they going to Los Angeles?

(A) They want to go from Washington, 
D.C., to New York by train and then 
fly to Los Angeles by airplane.

(B) They are planning to fly from 
Washington, D.C., to New York and 
then fly to Los Angeles.

(C) They plan to take the train from 
Washington, D.C., to Los Angeles.

(D) They plan to fly directly from 
Washington, D.C., to Los Angeles.

114. What is the speaker’s mother’s 
occupation?

(A) Teacher
(B) Doctor
(C) Reporter
(D) Student

115. What does he plan to do after he finishes 
school?

(A) He wants to go abroad.
(B) He wants to get a job.
(C) He wants to make money.
(D) He wants to study computer science.

116. What is this room?

(A) Office
(B) Library
(C) Classroom
(D) Dorm

117. Who ends up fixing the computer?

(A) Father
(B) Mother
(C) Elder brother
(D) Friend

118. How many yuan did the woman pay for 
the shoes?

(A) 150
(B) 50
(C) more than 200
(D) 280

119. Which phone number is most likely Li 
Laoshi’s home number?

(A) 82301968
(B) 62386786
(C) 86974253
(D) 83657106

120. How long does it take to get to school by 
car?

(A) 10 minutes
(B) 40 minutes
(C) 25 minutes
(D) 90 minutes
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SECTION III—DIALOGUES

Directions: You will listen to several dialogues for questions 121 through 172. Each 
dialogue should be played twice. You may take notes. After replaying each dialogue, 
students will be given 12 seconds on the actual exam to read the question and choose the 
most appropriate response—(A), (B), (C) or (D) in English from the answer sheet. Please 
be reminded that during the AP Chinese Exam, the question will be displayed only after 
you hear the narration; therefore, in this practice, previewing the printed questions prior 
to listening to the narration is not recommended.

121. Where does the interview take place?

(A) Near a pool
(B) At a university
(C) In a cinema
(D) In a shopping center

122. Which statement is incorrect?

(A) The woman dances very well.
(B) The woman works in a bookstore.
(C) The interview takes place in a 

ballroom.
(D) They are talking at her workplace.

123. Which statement about the woman is 
correct?

(A) She worked in a computer company.
(B) She comes from Tianjing.
(C) She studied in Beijing.
(D) She is working in Beijing.

124. Where is the woman from?

(A) Beijing
(B) Nanjing
(C) Tianjin
(D) Shanghai

125. Which Chinese arts is the man studying?

(A) wushu and folk song
(B) calligraphy and folk song
(C) Beijing opera and calligraphy
(D) calligraphy and wushu

126. Which art is the woman not interested in?

(A) wushu
(B) calligraphy
(C) Beijing opera
(D) folk song

127. What is the woman’s hobby?

(A) Listening to music
(B) Watching TV
(C) Dancing
(D) Traveling

128. What does the woman do in the evening?

(A) She teaches her students.
(B) She goes shopping.
(C) She cooks dinner for her family.
(D) She tutors her son in English.

129. What does the man do every day?

(A) Swim
(B) Play ping pong
(C) Play tennis
(D) Play soccer

130. What is the man’s occupation?

(A) He is an athlete.
(B) He is a coach.
(C) He is a journalist.
(D) He doesn’t say.
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131. What is not a requirement when the man 
buys clothes?

(A) Fabric
(B) Brand
(C) Appearance
(D) Comfort

132. How much did the woman spend for her 
sweater?

(A) $5
(B) $10
(C) $39
(D) $89

133. What is the conversation about?

(A) A maid talking to a guest
(B) Picking up someone at the airport
(C) Taking someone to the train station
(D) A host saying good-bye to a guest

134. Where could the conversation take place?

(A) A house
(B) A hotel
(C) An airport
(D) A train station

135. Who is the speaker calling for?

(A) Xiao Li
(B) A doctor
(C) Professor Zhang
(D) Mrs. Zhang

136. Why does the man make the phone call?

(A) He wants to talk to Mrs. Zhang 
about seeing a doctor.

(B) He wants to tell Mrs. Zhang that he 
is busy.

(C) He suggests that Mrs. Zhang should 
go to see a doctor.

(D) There is something he wants to talk 
to professor Zhang about.

137. What does the man ask the woman?

(A) How long dinner should take
(B) How to invite someone to a party
(C) Her preferred place to eat dinner
(D) Her favorite food

138. What is the woman’s response to the 
man’s question?

(A) In China, people eat very slowly, and 
usually take about two hours to eat.

(B) It’s not very polite if the guest hasn’t 
finished eating and the host is done.

(C) If the guest has finished eating, the 
host can eat as slowly as he wants to.

(D) To spend time with the guests, the 
host should eat very quickly.

139. Who goes to the park daily?

(A) The man
(B) The woman
(C) The man’s father
(D) The woman’s father

140. Did their fathers retire?

(A) Both fathers are retired.
(B) Both fathers are not retired.
(C) The woman’s father is retired, but 

the man’s father is not.
(D) The woman’s father is retired, but it 

doesn’t say whether the man’s father 
is retired or not.

141. Which activity does the woman’s father 
not do?

(A) Walk
(B) Practice Taiji
(C) Exercise
(D) Go fishing
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142. Which reason for the man’s father serving 
as a president of the fishing club is 
incorrect?

(A) He fishes very well.
(B) He has a lot of time.
(C) He is the oldest member in the club.
(D) He wants to be.

143. Where is the woman living right now?

(A) Her parents’ home
(B) A new apartment
(C) A friend’s apartment
(D) A dorm

144. What is an advantage to living in a dorm?

(A) Inexpensive
(B) Safe
(C) Freedom
(D) Roommate

145. Why does the woman want to move out?

(A) Living in a dorm is not free.
(B) Living in a dorm is not safe.
(C) She does not like her roommate.
(D) Her dorm is too expensive.

146. Which statement is not correct?

(A) The roommate watches TV late into 
the evening.

(B) The roommate likes to chat on the 
phone.

(C) The roommate can’t study and sleep.
(D) The roommate sometimes shouts on 

the phone.

147. Where is the man now?

(A) Chicago
(B) Taiwan
(C) East Coast
(D) West Coast

148. Which preparation for traveling abroad is 
not mentioned?

(A) Applying for a passport
(B) Applying for a visa
(C) Packing
(D) Buying plane tickets

149. Where does the man want to buy plane 
tickets?

(A) A travel agency
(B) At the airport
(C) On the Internet
(D) Undecided

150. Who has been to Taiwan?

(A) The woman’s sister
(B) The man’s girlfriend
(C) The woman
(D) The man

151. Where does this conversation most likely 
occur?

(A) A restaurant
(B) A bakery
(C) A food store
(D) A house

152. What is the relationship between the two 
speakers?

(A) Master and apprentice
(B) Waiter and customer
(C) Manager and staff
(D) Salesperson and customer

153. Which of the following items does the 
woman order?

(A) Wine
(B) Juice
(C) Rice
(D) Soup
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154. Which dish does the woman not order?

(A) Shrimp
(B) Pork
(C) Fish
(D) Tofu

155. What does the woman want to drink?

(A) Tea
(B) Coffee
(C) Both tea and coffee
(D) Neither tea nor coffee

156. What kind of tea does the woman prefer?

(A) Jasmine tea
(B) Black tea
(C) Green tea
(D) It doesn’t matter

157. Which statement is correct?

(A) China has the most types of tea in 
the world.

(B) China has the most tea drinkers in 
the world.

(C) China has the most tea shops in the 
world.

(D) China was the first country to 
discover the tea plant.

158. Which city has the most tea shops?

(A) Beijing
(B) Shanghai
(C) Guangzhou
(D) Not mentioned

159. Which city does the man come from?

(A) Beijing
(B) Shanghai
(C) Guangzhou
(D) Not mentioned

160. How long have they not seen each other?

(A) Two years
(B) Less than two years
(C) More than two years
(D) Four years

161. Where does the man live now?

(A) He lives with his parents.
(B) He lives with his wife’s parents.
(C) He lives with the old people.
(D) He lives in his own house.

162. Which statement is correct?

(A) The woman has her own house.
(B) The woman wants to live with the 

elderly.
(C) The woman bought a house last year.
(D) The man thinks that people can 

benefit from their parents’ help.

163. What caused the woman’s family to be 
unhappy?

(A) Conflicting schedules
(B) Financial problems
(C) Children’s education
(D) Housework

164. Where does the conversation take place?

(A) On the way
(B) The woman’s home
(C) The man’s home
(D) Their workplace

165. What happened to the man?

(A) He went on a business trip.
(B) He caught a cold.
(C) He saw snow for the first time.
(D) He changed his workplace.

166. Which season does the man dislike?

(A) Spring
(B) Summer
(C) Fall
(D) Winter
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167. Where is the man from?

(A) Beijing
(B) Shanghai
(C) Guangzhou
(D) Not mentioned

168. Where is the woman from?

(A) Beijing
(B) Shanghai
(C) Guangzhou
(D) Not mentioned

169. Where was the man yesterday afternoon?

(A) At a train station
(B) In a park
(C) In a factory
(D) At home

170. What did the man do in the factory?

(A) Pick up trash
(B) Protest
(C) Work
(D) Take a break

171. Which type of pollution was not 
mentioned?

(A) The factory polluted the water.
(B) The factory polluted the air.
(C) Because of the air pollution, all the 

birds died.
(D) Because of the water pollution, all the 

fish died.

172. Why doesn’t the factory find a solution to 
the pollution problem?

(A) They don’t have enough money.
(B) They don’t want to.
(C) The government doesn’t want to help 

them.
(D) They don’t have the time.
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SECTION IV—LONG NARRATION

Directions: You will listen to several long narrations of passages for questions 173 to 220. 
Each passage should be played twice. You may take notes. After replaying each passage, 
students will be given 12 seconds on the actual exam to read the question and choose the 
most appropriate response (A), (B), (C) or (D) in English from the answer sheet. Please 
be reminded that during the AP Chinese Exam, the question will be displayed only after 
you hear the narration; therefore, in this practice, previewing the printed questions prior 
to listening to the narration is not recommended.

173. Why does Xiao Min plan on quitting his 
job?

(A) His boss is not nice to him.
(B) He cannot keep working and 

studying at the same time.
(C) Customers don’t tip enough.
(D) The restaurant doesn’t have many 

customers.

174. Which statement is correct?

(A) Xiao Min moved from Taiwan in the 
’50s.

(B) Xiao Min and his boss moved from 
Taiwan 50 years ago.

(C) Xiao Min and his boss moved from 
Taiwan together in the ’50s.

(D) Xiao Min’s boss moved from Taiwan 
in the ’50s.

175. What is tonight’s temperature?

(A) The low is 23°C.
(B) The high is 14°C.
(C) The high is 27°C.
(D) The low is 24°C.

176. Which statement describes tomorrow’s 
weather during the day?

(A) Cloudy and chance of rain
(B) South wind with 1–2 levels
(C) North wind with 3–4 levels
(D) North wind turning to south with 2–

3 levels

177. Which statement is correct?

(A) Qi Baishi learned to draw at a very 
young age.

(B) Qi Baishi learned to draw as an 
adult.

(C) Qi Baishi observed animals under 
trees, because he liked them.

(D) Qi Baishi raised animals, because he 
liked them.

178. Which animal is not mentioned in the 
passage?

(A) Insects
(B) Horses
(C) Birds
(D) Fish

179. What doesn’t interest Peter?

(A) Living in China
(B) Traveling in China
(C) Eating Chinese food
(D) Learning Chinese

180. How is Peter at the end of the passage?

(A) Mad
(B) Happy
(C) Embarrassed
(D) Apologetic
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181. What is the passage mainly about?

(A) How to use chopsticks
(B) Table manners
(C) The difference between chopsticks 

and spoons
(D) Rude eating habits

182. Which is a rude eating habit according to 
the passage?

(A) Using hands to get food from a dish
(B) Using one’s own chopsticks to receive 

food offered by others
(C) Taking food from a dish across 

someone’s chopsticks
(D) Avoiding touching one’s chopsticks 

with someone else’s

183. What is the passage mainly about?

(A) Flu and precautions
(B) Flu virus
(C) Flu symptoms
(D) Flu and climate

184. Which idea is not mentioned in the 
passage?

(A) People should select clothes according 
to weather changes.

(B) People should exercise to strengthen 
their bodies.

(C) People should close windows before 
sleeping.

(D) People should avoid contact with flu 
patients.

185. What does the author suggest to flu 
patients?

(A) Stay home
(B) Get plenty of sleep
(C) Listen to the weather forecast
(D) Wear more clothes

186. Who likes wulong tea?

(A) People from Beijing
(B) People from Shanghai
(C) People from Guangdong
(D) People from Tibet

187. What kinds of tea sets are good for 
making tea?

(A) Porcelain
(B) Ceramic
(C) Both porcelain and ceramic
(D) Not mentioned

188. What is the advantage of making tea with 
a ceramic tea set?

(A) Appealing
(B) Cheap
(C) Convenient
(D) Keeps the heat in

189. When do people drink the spring tea?

(A) When a baby completes his first 
month of life

(B) Before the spring season
(C) During a wedding ceremony
(D) During the Spring Festival

190. Who likes to watch Beijing operas?

(A) The grandfather
(B) The father
(C) The mother
(D) The older sister

191. Which TV programs does the father like 
the most?

(A) Sports programs
(B) Soccer games
(C) Television plays
(D) American movies
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192. What are the narrator’s favorite TV 
programs?

(A) Soccer games
(B) American movies
(C) Cartoons
(D) Foreign programs

193. What is his older sister’s occupation?

(A) Retiree
(B) Doctor
(C) Nurse
(D) Teacher

194. What is the passage mainly about?

(A) Differences in parenting techniques 
between Chinese and American 
families

(B) Differences in expectations regarding 
college between Chinese and 
American families

(C) Attitudes toward education in 
American families in China

(D) Attitudes toward education in 
Chinese families in the United States

195. What do some Chinese parents not want 
their children to study?

(A) Law
(B) Medicine
(C) Science
(D) Humanities

196. Which statement is correct?

(A) All Chinese parents want their 
children to go to good colleges.

(B) Many Chinese parents want their 
children to go to good colleges.

(C) After graduating from a good college, 
one can earn more money.

(D) Parents want their children to go to 
good colleges for their own pride.

197. What is the author’s attitude toward 
Chinese parents’ expectations of their 
children’s education?

(A) He offers a suggestion.
(B) He is in total agreement with the 

parents.
(C) He believes the parents’ expectations 

are very harmful to their children’s 
education.

(D) He is indifferent toward what the 
parents do.

198. What is the purpose of this message?

(A) To ask Xiao Li if she has a class
(B) To invite Xiao Li for coffee
(C) To invite Xiao Li for a movie
(D) To ask Xiao Li where she is

199. Who will be going to the movie?

(A) Only Zhang Hua and her cousin
(B) At least Zhang Hua and her cousin
(C) Zhang Hua and Xiao Li
(D) None of the above

200. What time does the movie start?

(A) 3:00 p.m.
(B) 3:30 p.m.
(C) 4:00 p.m.
(D) 4:30 p.m.

201. Where will they meet?

(A) At the speaker’s home
(B) At their school
(C) At a movie theater
(D) At a coffee shop

202. What is a “ ” (“ ”) ?

(A) A single-character surname
(B) A two-character surname
(C) A duplicate-character surname
(D) A two-or-more-character surname
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203. How many surnames are commonly used 
or seen currently?

(A) 60
(B) 200
(C) 500
(D) Nobody knows.

204. Which common family name is not 
mentioned in the passage?

(A) Zhūgě
(B) Oūyáng
(C) Dōngfāng
(D) Sītú

205. What is the topic of this passage?

(A) Chinese first names
(B) Chinese surnames
(C) The meaning of Chinese names
(D) The history of Chinese names

206. What is the passage mainly about?

(A) Visiting patients in the hospital
(B) A patient’s situation
(C) Presents for a patient
(D) Visitation time

207. Which idea is mentioned in the passage?

(A) People like to give patients candies 
now.

(B) People should talk about something 
pleasant around patients.

(C) Visiting hours are usually in the 
evenings.

(D) Visitors are welcome any time of the 
day on the weekends.

208. What does “ ” (“
”) mean?

(A) People should not talk about disease.
(B) People should talk about disease a 

lot.
(C) People should avoid provoking the 

patient.
(D) People should talk about a lot of 

different topics.

209. Which is the correct visitation time?

(A) Visitation time on weekdays is 
usually three to four hours.

(B) Normally, patients can be visited in 
the morning.

(C) Wednesdays and Thursdays are open 
for visitation.

(D) Visitation time on weekends is 
longer.

210. What is the topic of this passage?

(A) Invitation time
(B) Formality of visiting
(C) Manners as a guest
(D) Manners as a host

211. How do Chinese people invite guests to 
their homes in their everyday lives?

(A) Phone call
(B) Oral invitation or phone call
(C) Formal invitation and then a phone 

call
(D) Formal invitation

212. When should one arrive at a host’s home?

(A) It’s best to arrive at the appointed 
time.

(B) One should arrive at the appointed 
time or earlier.

(C) One has to arrive exactly on time.
(D) One should come either a little 

earlier or later.

213. Why do hosts say things like “
” (“ ”) when eating 

with guests?

(A) They don’t want to provide 
sumptuous meals for guests.

(B) They are polite.
(C) They want their guests to be relaxed.
(D) They don’t provide good meals for 

guests.
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214. What is the passage mainly about?

(A) Comparisons between Chinese and 
American college exams

(B) Comparisons between Chinese and 
American college exam systems

(C) Comparisons between majors
(D) Comparisons between test 

opportunities

215. Which statement is correct?

(A) In China, college exams cover many 
subjects.

(B) In China, SAT scores are very 
important.

(C) In China, students can take the 
college exams many times a year.

(D) In China, colleges look at grades 
from the three years of high school.

216. What can be inferred from the passage?

(A) In China, colleges don’t require 
interviews.

(B) In China, only certain majors require 
interviews.

(C) China should do interviews like 
America does.

(D) In China, there are problems with 
doing interviews.

217. What medium is this passage about?

(A) Television program
(B) Radio program
(C) Newspaper article
(D) Magazine article

218. How many generations live together in a 
traditional Chinese family?

(A) One generation
(B) Two generations
(C) More than two generations
(D) Not mentioned

219. Where do small or medium-sized families 
exist?

(A) City
(B) Countryside
(C) City and countryside
(D) City or countryside

220. Which statement is correct?

(A) Young people don’t expect to live 
independently after marriage.

(B) Young people expect to live 
independently after marriage, but 
their parents disagree.

(C) Some young people and their parents 
expect to live separately.

(D) Young people want to live with their 
parents, but their parents don’t.
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Listening Comprehension Practice
ANSWER KEY

Section I—Conversation

 1. D
 2. B
 3. C
 4. C
 5. B
 6. A
 7. B
 8. D
 9. D
 10. A
 11. C
 12. B
 13. C
 14. D
 15. C
 16. C
 17. B
 18. D
 19. B
 20. A
 21. A
 22. B
 23. D
 24. C
 25. B

 26. B
 27. D
 28. B
 29. B
 30. B
 31. C
 32. D
 33. A
 34. D
 35. B
 36. B
 37. A
 38. B
 39. C
 40. D
 41. A
 42. B
 43. B
 44. B
 45. B
 46. B
 47. B
 48. A
 49. B
 50. D

 51. C
 52. B
 53. D
 54. A
 55. C
 56. B
 57. C
 58. B
 59. A
 60. C
 61. D
 62. B
 63. A
 64. B
 65. B
 66. C
 67. D
 68. D
 69. D
 70. C
 71. A
 72. D
 73. A
 74. B
 75. C

 76. D
 77. C
 78. B
 79. A
 80. B
 81. A
 82. A
 83. C
 84. C
 85. B
 86. A
 87. C
 88. D
 89. A
 90. B
 91. B
 92. C
 93. D
 94. C
 95. D
 96. B
 97. C
 98. C
 99. C
100. B

Section II—Short Narration

101. C
102. C
103. D
104. C
105. C

106. C
107. C
108. D
109. D
110. C

111. A
112. B
113. A
114. B
115. D

116. D
117. D
118. B
119. B
120. A
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121. B
122. D
123. D
124. B
125. D
126. D
127. A
128. D
129. A
130. C
131. B
132. C
133. D

134. A
135. C
136. D
137. A
138. B
139. D
140. A
141. D
142. A
143. D
144. B
145. C
146. C

147. C
148. C
149. D
150. D
151. A
152. B
153. C
154. C
155. A
156. C
157. D
158. C
159. B

160. C
161. D
162. D
163. A
164. D
165. B
166. D
167. C
168. B
169. C
170. B
171. C
172. A

Section IV—Long Narration

173. B
174. D
175. D
176. A
177. B
178. B
179. D
180. C
181. B
182. C
183. A
184. B

185. B
186. C
187. C
188. D
189. D
190. A
191. B
192. C
193. D
194. D
195. D
196. B

197. A
198. C
199. B
200. D
201. D
202. D
203. B
204. C
205. B
206. A
207. B
208. C

209. D
210. B
211. B
212. A
213. B
214. B
215. A
216. C
217. B
218. C
219. C
220. C

Section III—Dialogues
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ANSWERS AND ANSWER EXPLANATIONS
In this section, the correct answer to each question is given, along with supporting 
information from the passages. Detailed explanations are provided after the “Why 
not” label in cases that are not obvious to illustrate why the other choices are 
incorrect.

Section I—Conversation
 1. (D) The man answers that he is from San Francisco, and turns the same 

question around for the woman by asking “ ” The woman’s response 
should address the question appropriately. Why not:

(A) She misunderstands the man’s response and completely misses the 
question.

(B) She misunderstands the question, thinking he has asked if she would 
like to go somewhere.

(C) She misunderstands the question, thinking that it is an invitation to 
visit San Francisco.

 2. (B) It responds to the question “Where is the bookstore?” Why not:

(A) tells what’s inside the bookstore.
(C) indicates when the bookstore opens.
(D) comments that the books are expensive.

 3. (C) The man is taken a bit by surprise because he does not even hear any-
thing, let alone identify whose voice it is. Why not:

(A) The woman can certainly hear someone calling her; she just cannot 
make out who is calling. This response asks about “what” she hears 
instead of “who” is producing the sound she hears.

(B) Similar to (A), this response asks about where the sound she hears is 
coming from instead of who is producing the sound. The woman, in 
fact, already knows that the sound is coming from outside of the 
dormitory.

(D) This response is redundant because it restates what the woman is 
wondering about.
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 4. (C) “ ” (“ ”) is a statement, not a question, meaning 
lose track of everything. Although “ ” (“ ”) is a question word, it is used 
as a non-specific descriptive in this context. The appropriate response here is 
to follow up with empathy and bring closure instead of further scrutiny. Why 
not:

(A) The “ ” (“ ”) is taken too literally by the woman, who 
misunderstands that the man forgets to watch something.

(B) She mistakenly mixes up the three keywords “ ” (“ ”), “ ” 
(“ ”), and “ ” that she hears, and goes off on a tangent with her 
own word “ ” (“ ”).

(D) There is a sarcastic tone to this response: “What CAN you remember?” 
Although this may conceivably be a response in some situations, it is 
generally not appropriate.

 5. (B) This is a polite way of saying “no” by offering an alternative suggestion, 
“Why don’t I go to your house to meet you instead?” Why not:
(A) This is irrelevant to her asking if she can go to his house. “

?” (“ ”) would have been a logical 
response as a follow-up to her question.

(C) “I went to your house yesterday” does not answer her question.
(D) “Where shall we meet?” is ignoring her suggestion of meeting him at 

his house.

 6. (A) He indirectly accepts her suggestion of making Chinese friends to improve 
his Chinese language studies by commenting that he has a lot of Chinese 
friends. Why not:

(B) His response is off topic of her recommendation, asking what she 
thinks of his Chinese friends.

(C) He explains that he met his Chinese friends in Chinatown, which 
doesn’t respond to her recommendation.

(D) He is stating an opinion that is irrelevant to her recommendation.

 7. (B) She responds to his statement that he must find a place to buy a Chinese 
dictionary by giving him specific directions to a nearby bookstore. Why 
not:

(A) She asks if that bookstore is big, but he did not say anything about a 
bookstore.

(C) She comments that the bookstore is not far, even though he has not 
said anything about a bookstore.

(D) She asks him how to get to a bookstore when he seems to have a little 
trouble finding one himself.
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 8. (D) A straightforward, direct response to “How come you got up so late?” 
Why not:

(A) His response, “I like to go to bed early and get up early,” contradicts 
what she says.

(B) He sounds defensive by saying, “I went to bed as early as eight last 
night,” but it still does not address her question.

(C) “I like to sleep eight hours every night” might have answered her 
question if he had indeed just gone to bed eight hours ago, but it is 
not clear if that is what he intends to say.

 9. (D) He directly responds to her compliment, that he speaks Chinese so well 
she wonders if he has studied it for a long time.
Why not:

(A), (B) Both only state who can speak Chinese.
(C) He explains why he studies Chinese, but does not answer her question 

about how long.

 10. (A) He confirms what she heard about the winter in New York. Why not:

(B) He talks about how he likes to go skiing in winter, but she is seeking 
feedback about what she heard.

(C) He comments on how beautiful winter is in New York instead of 
giving feedback on what she heard.

(D) He tells her that winter is long in New York instead of addressing the 
low temperature she is talking about.

 11. (C) He explains that his girlfriend went to visit her best friend after the trip 
when she asks, “How come yourself  .  .  .  ?” Why not:

(A) His response, “The trip with my girlfriend was great,” does not address 
the woman’s concern. It would have been a great response had she 
asked him how the trip went.

(B) He only restates what she observed—that he came back alone—
without answering her questions.

(D) That his girlfriend bought a lot of clothes on the trip doesn’t answer 
her question regarding his girlfriend’s whereabouts.

 12. (B) She apologizes for not being able to take him to the airport because she 
has to stay home and wait for a friend. Why not:

(A) Her proclamation that she is a much better driver than him does not 
answer his request for her to take him to the airport.

(C) Her opinion about her car does not answer his request for her to take 
him to the airport.

(D) Asking why he is heading to the airport does not answer his request for 
her to take him to the airport. Besides, he already said he is going on a 
business trip.
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 13. (C) His response, “Yes, she does, but she’s not very good at it,” directly 
answers her question about whether his mother makes Chinese food.
Why not:

(A), (D) These responses talk about who likes to eat Chinese food without 
addressing whether his mother knows how to make Chinese food.

(B) He shares his opinion that Chinese food is more delicious than 
Japanese food without addressing her inquiry.

 14. (D) He directly responds to her question about whether he went to the soccer 
game yesterday by telling her that his son was sick, so he had to take him to 
the hospital. Why not:

(A), (B) He talks about how well he plays soccer and that he likes soccer 
very much without addressing her question.

(C) His comment on some soccer players does not answer her question.

 15. (C) This problem tests students’ ability to differentiate “ ” and “ .” His 
response, “That teacher teaches physics,” not only answers her question but 
also makes clear that the teacher with glasses is called Zhang LaoShi.
Why not:

(A) He clearly misunderstands her question and responds with the 
teacher’s name.

(B) Instead of saying what that teacher teaches, he describes what grade the 
teacher with glasses teaches.

(D) He tells us that all the students call him Zhang LaoShi without telling 
us what subject he teaches.

 16. (C) When asked about who bought her the computer, she directly answers 
that her brother bought it for her as a birthday gift.
Why not:

(A) She tells us that she really needs a computer, but does not answer the 
man’s question.

(B) She tells us that her brother and sister both like the computer; 
however, she does not say who bought the computer.

(D) Her sister really wanted to give her a computer, but she does not say if 
she actually gave it to her.

 17. (B) This problem tests students’ ability to identify the woman’s rhetorical 
statement, “Who else would I be looking for?” As long as they understand 
that this is not really meant to be a question, the obvious response can only 
be, “What do you need me for?” Why not:

(A) He asks who she is looking for after she just implied that she was 
looking for him.

(C) The question “Who is looking for you?” is irrelevant.
(D) He contradicts himself by asking when she looked for him when he 

starts the dialogue, “Were you looking for me just now?”
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 18. (D) She says, “Don’t worry, we can definitely solve this problem,” to which 
he responds, “Not necessarily.” He seems to have no faith that the problem 
can be solved. It makes a lot of sense for her to respond, “Why is it that you 
have no faith?” Why not:

(A) “Can’t you see the problem?” is not correct because “ ” (“
”) means not necessarily and “ ” (“ ”) means cannot see. 

They are not the same.
(B) “What do you think of this problem?” is irrelevant and out of the 

blue.
(C) “I agree with you” conflicts with her first statement.

 19. (B) His “What’s there to watch?” is another rhetorical statement, meaning 
that he does not believe there is anything worth watching. As expected, her 
response counters his opinion: “I think all of the programs are pretty good.” 
Why not:

(A) “Which channel do you think has something worth watching?” seems 
inappropriate when he just said that there is nothing worth watching.

(C) “Do you have any good programs?” makes no sense.
(D) “Do you like to watch television?” is unacceptable, especially when he 

already implied that he does not like to watch television.

 20. (A) “ ” is a euphemism for deceased. The response, therefore, is “How 
could it be! He has been very healthy all along.” Why not:

(B) “I don’t know either if he’s here or not” assumes the more literal 
definition of the homonym “ ,” at.

(C) “Where did he go?” also assumes the more literal definition of “ .”
(D) “He was just here” makes no sense. It also erroneously takes the more 

literal definition “ .”

 21. (A) “Not that many” is a logical and accurate response to the question, “You 
must have a lot of people taking Chinese at your school this semester?” Why 
not:

(B) “Chinese is too hard” doesn’t answer her question directly. At best, it 
may be indirect feedback, implying a low enrollment.

(C) This response goes beyond her question about the enrollment of this 
school, and stretches it out to cover the entire United States.

(D) “They study Chinese at school” answers where the students study, but 
not how many.

 22. (B) He elaborates on why Wang LaoShi is one of the best teachers.
Why not:

(A) Teaching for a long time does not always translate to a better teacher.
(C) The subject she teaches is irrelevant to how she became one of the 

best.
(D) The number of classes she teaches is irrelevant to how she became one 

of the best.
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 23. (D) He is definitely coming. Why not:

(A) He describes how they met.
(B) He explains that he has never been to his house without saying if he 

will come this time.
(C) He reiterates that he is his best friend but falls short of saying if he is 

coming or not.

 24. (C) She makes it clear that she’d rather take the bus than drive to the 
museum. Why not:

(A) “We are going to the museum” does not address how to get there.
(B) “I’ve already been to the museum” does not address how to get there 

this time.
(D) “The museum is very famous” is irrelevant.

 25. (B) He offers what he knows about the weather when she says she forgot to 
check the weather forecast. Why not:

(A) “I listen to the weather report every day” doesn’t answer the question.
(C) “The weather is usually pretty good” tells how the weather is generally, 

but not how it is going to be tomorrow specifically.
(D) “Some people don’t think the weather report is accurate” only shows 

that some people don’t believe in the weather report, and it does not 
help her in this case.

 26. (B) She says, “You all like to come to big cities, but I don’t see what’s so 
great about big cities.” He says, “I think it’s because there are more opportu-
nities in big cities.” Why not:

(A) He reiterates her viewpoint, and doesn’t answer the question.
(C) “We all like big cities” confirms what she says without giving any 

supporting reasons.
(D) “How do we get to a big city?” is irrelevant.

 27. (D) “I’m not sure” sounds like a believable response from someone who 
spends all day watching television and going on the Internet when it’s almost 
time for finals. Why not:

(A) He claims that the break is coming soon, but doesn’t answer when 
finals will be.

(B) “I get nervous when people talk about finals” is a diversion to dodge 
the question.

(C) “I won’t be late to finals” is quite irrelevant.
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 28. (B) He disagrees with her assessment by saying “ ” 
(“ ”). Why not:

(A) The structure of “That restaurant is really good” seems to suggest that 
this is a conclusion he draws from her experience, but the conclusion 
contradicts her experience.

(C) “Is the restaurant far from here?” doesn’t respond to the woman’s 
statement. It would have worked better if he had continued by saying, 
“ ” (“ ”).

(D) He asks, “How is that restaurant,” when the woman clearly expressed 
her dislike of it.

 29. (B) He says, “Finding a good job is harder than anything.” She says, “Well, 
that depends on what your major is.” He rebuts, “It doesn’t matter what my 
major is, companies aren’t short of staff.” Why not:

(A) He agrees with her by saying, “It’s easier to find jobs with a good 
major,” but that is not aligned with his initial concerns.

(C) “I have a major” is irrelevant.
(D) “I don’t like my major” is also irrelevant.

 30. (B) The phrase “ ” (“ ”) literally means that each 
item is more expensive than the last, but what it actually means in context is 
“everything is expensive.” Why not:

(A), (C), (D) All use the literal meaning of “ ” (“
”).

 31. (C) She complains, “If you don’t come right now, we’re not going to wait 
anymore.” It is only appropriate that he apologize for being late.
Why not:

(A) He talks about next time “ ” (“ ”) but doesn’t say anything 
about the current situation.

(B) “Why do you not want to wait for me?” is illogical because she 
apparently already has been waiting and is getting upset that he is not 
there yet.

(D) “If you’re not going to wait for me, I’m leaving” is illogical. How is he 
going to leave if he has not arrived yet?

 32. (D) She can’t find the bookstore, and he gives her the obvious landmark 
close to it. Why not:

(A) He reiterates what she already told him.
(B) He does not seem to have heard her when she said she could not find 

the bookstore no matter where she looked. “  (“ ?”) 
means easy to find?

(C) “Did you find the bookstore?” doesn’t make sense when the woman 
clearly said that she can’t find it.
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 33. (A) He says, “When my girlfriend heard the news, she couldn’t believe her 
own ears.” She wonders, “Why didn’t she believe the news?” Why not:

(B) “Did she believe the news?” isn’t correct because he already said that 
she didn’t.

(C), (D) She takes “can’t believe her own ears” literally thinking that there 
is something wrong with her ears.

 34. (D) “When are you going?” is a natural response after she announces, “I’m 
going to China to study Chinese and visit historic sites.”
Why not:

(A), (B), (C) All three are wrong because the woman has already stated the 
answers to all of the man’s questions.

 35. (B) The man wants to know why Ana is always late to class. Why not:

(A) He asks how late Ana is when she already said “three, four minutes.”
(C) He wonders if Ana is really that good after she said that Ana is always 

late.
(D) He wonders when Ana was ever later, even though she already said 

that she is always late to class.

 36. (B) After he shares his plan, she responds with a very reasonable scenario: 
“What if your parents don’t agree with your plan, what do you do?”
Why not:

(A) He says his parents don’t want him to get a job first.
(C) He says he has not graduated yet.
(D) He says he hasn’t started working yet.

 37. (A) Based on what she says, he concludes, “I see that your parents are very 
satisfied with your brother.” Why not:

(B) The subject and objects are switched.
(C), (D) These responses are the opposite of what she said.

 38. (B) She asks about the bathroom because he did not say anything about it. 
Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These were already mentioned in his first statement.
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 39. (C) She is avoiding going to the hospital by claiming her illness is a minor 
one. He appropriately follows up with, “Regardless of if it’s major or minor, 
you should always go to the hospital.”
Why not:

(A) He is making a judgment by saying “this disease” before she even sees 
a doctor.

(B) He is questioning her self-diagnosis, and urges her to go to the 
hospital.

(D) He agrees that she has a minor illness, but still urges her to go to the 
hospital. While similar to the correct answer, this response is less 
convincing grammatically. It would have been more appropriate if he 
had said, “ ” (“

”).

 40. (D) He apologizes for being late. Why not:

(A) Her question is rhetorical; she is not actually expecting a response to 
“ ” (“ ”).

(B), (C) Both responses are impolite.

 41. (A) He says, “I want to, but I have class, so I can’t,” when she asks him if 
he is going to the basketball game. Why not:

(B) The basketball game hasn’t happened yet.
(C) He asks who is going when she just wants to know if he is going. It 

doesn’t answer her question.
(D) “Do you like watching basketball games?” doesn’t answer her question 

either.

 42. (B) He agrees with her assessment by using “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A), (C), (D) All are wrong because they contradict her first statement.

 43. (B) She relays, “Miss Zhang asked Mr. Wang to give Huang Laoshi a letter.” 
He wonders when Ms. Zhang wrote this letter.

 44. (B) She says that Xiao Zhang came forty minutes after 7:30. This means that 
he came at 8:10. Why not:

(A) It is redundant; she did say that Xiao Zhang came, although 40 
minutes late.

(C) She already states that she came first.
(D) This is not a valid question because she was not late.
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 45. (B) He apologizes for calling so late. Why not:

(A) “How do I call” restates part of her question using “ ” (“
”).

(C) One cannot make a call as one is receiving a call. “I will call you as 
soon as I receive your message” would have been a better response—
“ ” ( ” ).

(D) He says, “Who is calling you?” as he is calling her.

 46. (B) He articulates why he is so tired when he says, “I had three periods of 
classes, then I worked four hours in the media center.” Why not:

(A) He complains that the prices are too high at the shopping center, 
which is irrelevant.

(C) He says again, “I don’t want to go shopping when I’m tired,” which is 
redundant and offers no new information.

(D) He asks her if she can go shopping by herself, which, again, is 
redundant.

 47. (B) She says that she has three classes, and he replies, “I have four classes, 
and one of them is a Chinese class. What about you?” Why not:

(A) It is completely irrelevant.
(C), (D) The woman doesn’t answer the man’s question.

 48. (A) She says, “I see that you’re a regular customer here,” and he says, “
” (“ ”), which means “I’ve been here many times.” 

Why not:

(B) Her first comment actually implies that they both know where the 
restaurant is.

(C) His statement “ ” (“ ”) is not a question 
and it does not expect a response.

(D) She repeats what he said.

 49. (B) After he compliments her, “Your French is very good,” she tries to be 
modest by saying, “Good? I’ve only been studying for one year.” He continues 
to compliment her, saying, “That’s really good for only studying for one year.” 
Why not:

(A) He seems surprised to discover that she speaks French.
(C) He contradicts himself by saying, “So it’s okay if you’re not very 

good.”
(D) Her “ ” (“ ”) is a rhetorical question, but he goes on to 

point out what is good and what is not that good.

 50. (D) They are talking about soccer. Why not: (A), (B), (C)—“ ” only refers 
to soccer, so these are wrong because they refer to the wrong sports.

7-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   797-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   79 6/26/2009   2:36:34 PM6/26/2009   2:36:34 PM



80 AP Chinese Language and Culture

 51. (C) He explains that his older sister drove him. Why not:

(A), (B) He talks about his driving skills, but doesn’t answer how he got 
here.

(D) He talks about the crowded bus, but doesn’t answer the question.

 52. (B) The key word “ ” (“ ”) is a measure word, and the other key word, 
“ ,” is a verb. Both indicate that the item they are talking about is a pair of 
gloves. Why not:

(A), (C), (D) These responses don’t fit the man’s description.

 53. (D) She indicates that she likes running, too, but she has been too busy to 
run. It is most logical that he asks her what she’s been busy with. Why not:

(A) She already said that she’s too busy to run.
(B), (C) She wasn’t talking about movies or Chinese food.

 54. (A) He is not happy that she is always late. When she explains that she lives 
far away, he then complains, “Then why can’t you leave earlier?”
Why not:

(B) She says that her house is far away.
(C) It is irrelevant and out of the blue.
(D) He is talking about his own house.

 55. (C) She is looking for birthday gift ideas for her roommate. He suggests food 
or clothing. Why not: (A), (B), (D)—These choices contradict his 
suggestions.

 56. (B) He says it was five years ago when he last visited Shanghai.
Why not:

(A), (C), (D) These responses don’t answer the woman’s question.

 57. (C) “ ” (“ ”) means it’s OK. “ ” also means OK, ordi-
nary. He agrees with her that the movie is mediocre, and nothing stood 
out.
Why not:

(A), (B), (D) All of these contradict the woman’s statement.

 58. (B) “ ” (“ ”) = “ ” (“ ”) = “ ,” which means 
that “ ” (“ ”) is not sure. Why not:

(A) Xiao Wang is fine; he can come.
(C) There is no problem between the man and Xiao Wang.
(D) “ ” (“ ”) is not sure if he can make it.
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 59. (A) This is a very typical scene in the marketplace. She likes the size and 
color, but not the price. So the vendor offers to lower the price. Why not:

(B) He offers other colors, but she does not have a problem with the color.
(C), (D) The man offers to give her a different size when it already fits.

 60. (C) She turns down his suggestion to eat at a new restaurant by gently saying, 
“Maybe some other time.” Later, she says that she has too much homework. 
Why not:

(A) He points out that the restaurant is next to the movie theatre.
(B), (D) Neither answer addresses why she does not want to go this 

evening.

 61. (D) She likes swimming, basketball, and volleyball, but her favorite is tennis. 
His favorite is volleyball. Why not:

(A), (B), (C) Both must be in agreement when the character “ ” is 
involved.

 62. (B) She explains that the shoes were too small so she just got rid of them 
decisively. “  ( ) verb verb” indicates a sense of determination on the 
action verb. Why not:

(A), (C), (D) All are irrelevant because they don’t answer the man’s 
question.

 63. (A) He is impressed by her ability to drive everywhere, so he concludes that 
she must be a very good driver. Why not:

(B) The statements must be in agreement to include “ ” in the same 
sentence.

(C), (D) They are incorrect because they contradict her own statement.

 64. (B) She decides to buy five pounds of apples. Why not:

(A) She asks about the quality of the bananas and does not answer the 
question.

(C), (D) She talks about the price of the fruit and doesn’t answer the 
question.

 65. (B) They are sharing their views about clothes shopping. She goes after name 
brands regardless of style, price, or quality. He looks for quality. Why not:

(A), (C) He is making statements about name brands and styles.
(D) It is an error to use “ ” in non-agreements.
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 66. (C) According to the context, students can infer that the relationship between 
the two speakers is a mother and her son. The mother asks her son, “How 
did you do on your test?” The son says, “If I tell you, you must promise that 
you won’t get mad.” This implies that he has received a bad mark. The 
mother then says, “When you’re not watching television, you’re out playing 
soccer. How can you get a good grade that way!” Why not:

(A), (D) On the contrary, he did not do well.
(B) She already knows what he got.

 67. (D) From “ (“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”), students can infer that 
the man and the woman are at the hospital, and that Doctor Li is not at work. 
Why not:

(A) Dr. Li is not at the hospital because that is where the woman and the 
man are.

(B) Dr. Li has already graduated from college.
(C) She has nothing to do with a company.

 68. (D) She asks if everyone in his family wears glasses. He says that he and his 
younger brother wear glasses, but his sister doesn’t. The woman then con-
cludes, “I see that your sister’s vision is pretty good.” Why not:

(A) His sister doesn’t wear glasses.
(B) He and his brother wear glasses.
(C) His brother doesn’t have good vision.

 69. (D) She is here to study Chinese, then she will go back and be a translator. 
He works in China.

 70. (C) He is to meet Xiao Wang at 5:00 to go shopping. He came at 4:50 and 
waited until 5:30, but ended up going shopping alone. Xiao Wang never 
came. Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These are wrong because Xiao Wang never showed up.

 71. (A) She explains that she does not have a table, so she put her TV on the 
floor. He shows his understanding by saying, “Not having a table is very 
inconvenient.” Why not:

(B) The woman already said, “There is not so much stuff in my room.”
(C) The woman already explained why she put her TV on the floor.
(D) The woman explained this in her statement.

 72. (D) He likes to play soccer and tennis. She wonders if he plays every day. 
He says, “As if I have the time!” Why not:

(A) He doesn’t answer the question.
(B) She asks about the frequency of his play, not for him to choose 

between soccer and tennis.
(C) They are talking about how well he plays scoccer, not how often, as 

she asked.
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 73. (A) He sees her sister going to an English school behind the post office. She 
elaborates that her sister is planning to travel abroad, so she is studying 
English to improve her language skills. Why not:

(B) They are not discussing where the man was.
(C), (D) These responses are irrelevant.

 74. (B) She says, “No wonder your health is so good,” when the man talks about 
the things he does to keep himself healthy. Why not:

(A) It is out of the blue.
(C), (D) They contradict the man’s statement.

 75. (C) She wonders when Xiao Zhang’s mom retired when he says Xiao Zhang’s 
mother used to be a salesperson before she retired. Now she lives at Xiao 
Zhang’s house and helps take care of the kids. Why not:

(A), (B) He makes it quite clear that Xiao Zhang’s mother had already 
retired.

(D) He says Xiao Zhang’s mother used to work in a store.

 76. (D) She asks, “What’s wrong? You don’t look too good.” “ ” 
(“ ”) means that Lao Zhang either looks mad or sick. In this 
case, he is mad. He says why he is mad. Why not:

(A), (C) “ ” doesn’t mean that he is not good looking, which is the 
literal meaning.

(B) It takes the word “ ” too literally, to mean color.

 77. (C) He agrees when she says, “After all these years, I don’t even recognize 
Xiao Wang anymore.” Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These are wrong because “ ” (“ ”) means 
that Xiao Wang looks different, not that the man doesn’t know him.

 78. (B) He says he doesn’t like to read even when he’s not watching basketball 
games in response to her statement, “If only you could watch fewer games, 
you’d have the time to read.” Why not:

(A) He hasn’t missed any games yet.
(C) It contradicts her hypothesis.
(D) When she says “ ” (“ ”), she means it figuratively, that he 

watches too many games, not that he should miss exactly two of them.

 79. (A) She says, “No matter what you say, I won’t agree.” He asks her why she 
won’t agree. Why not:

(B), (D) She already said that she won’t agree, no matter what he says.
(C) It makes no sense.
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 80. (B) He compliments a shirt she is wearing. She explains that it is a gift made 
by a friend for her birthday. He wonders what her friend does for a living. 
Why not:

(A) She already said it was for her birthday.
(C) She already said that her friend made it and didn’t buy it.
(D) She just said that her friend made the shirt.

 81. (A) He says, “If I can’t get an A, who else could get an A?” The man’s ques-
tion is rhetorical, so she says, “You may not necessarily get an A.”

 82. (A) She says, “Just listen to Xiao Zhang talk. I can tell he is from Shanghai.” 
He responds with “ ” (“ ”), which means that he is 
thinking the same thing. Then she asks, “When did he move out of Shang-
hai?” Why not:

(B), (C), (D) These are wrong because they already agreed that Shanghai is 
Xiao Zhang’s hometown.

 83. (C) He asks if she’d like to go out to lunch. She answers, “What do you 
think?” This is a rhetorical question that implies agreement, so he asks, “What 
do you want to eat?” Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These are wrong because she already agreed with the 
suggestion.

 84. (C) She says, “They all said that you are going to work as a volunteer in 
China; is that true?” He says, “I have this plan,” so she asks him when he 
plans to leave. Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These are wrong because the woman already answered the 
questions.

 85. (B) He asks, “How many people are there in your family?” She says, “Four. 
My husband and I, and we have a daughter and a son. My husband is a college 
teacher. I teach elementary school. My daughter is a nurse.” He then asks, 
“Where does your son work?”

 86. (A) From the conversation, students can infer that the relationship between 
the two speakers should be mother and son. The son assures his mom, “Mom, 
don’t worry. No problem.” This means that he is ready for the test. Then the 
mom says, “Are you sure?” Why not:

(B) The son says, “No problem.”
(C), (D) The mom does not need to prepare for a test.

 87. (C) From the dialogue, we know that her daughter is not only good at 
singing and dancing, she is also a good student. Why not:

(A) It repeats the previous statements.
(B), (C) These responses contradict the previous statement.
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 88. (D) She asks, “Are we going to watch a Chinese movie or an American 
movie?” He replies, “ ” (“ ”) (“It doesn’t matter”), meaning that 
he doesn’t have a strong opinion either way. So the woman decides, “Let’s 
go to watch an American movie.” Why not:

(A), (B), (C) These are wrong because he doesn’t care what kind of movie 
they watch.

 89. (A) She says, “ ” (“ ”) (“Not bad”) when he asks her how her inter-
view went. Then he says, “Terrific.” Why not:

(B), (C), (D) All contradict the woman’s statement.

 90. (B) She says, “I didn’t go to class. I wasn’t feeling well yesterday, so I went 
to the hospital and then went to my parents’ house.” Why not:

(A), (C), (D) All contradict the woman’s statement.

 91. (B) “ ” (“ ”) has a positive connotation—that goes without 
saying. It implies that the man did well on the exam. Then she comments, 
“You are always so confident.” Why not:

(A), (C), (D) All use the literal meaning of the phrase.

 92. (C) The man’s statement is a rhetorical question, so what he actually means 
is that it wasn’t supposed to rain. The woman then says, “How can you trust 
the weather forecast?” Then the man asks, “Why don’t you trust the weather 
forecast?” Why not:

(A), (D) These responses misinterpret the rhetorical question.
(B) This is incorrect because the man actually heard the weather forecast.

 93. (D) She is looking for a grocery store nearby. He says, “See the white build-
ing? There is a grocery store right behind it.” Then she chats about what she 
is getting from the store: “I want to buy milk and bread there.” Why not:

(A) She already asked the question.
(B), (C) He said that the grocery store is behind the white building.

 94. (C) He asks for her opinion regarding majoring in literature or statistics. She 
recommends, “I think nothing is better than medicine,” so he says, “Studying 
medicine is too expensive.” Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These are wrong because she already stated that studying 
medicine is the best choice.

 95. (D) He says, “ ” (“ ”), which shows that he is leaving 
it to the woman to decide. So she says, “Then let’s get one.”
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 96. (B) “ ” (“ ”) is a rhetorical question and 
shows that he doesn’t have time to watch a movie, so she asks, “Why are you 
so busy?”

 97. (C) She asks him if he will travel with them during the summer vacation. 
He explains that he will only if his roommate is going, too. She responds, 
“Your roommate is definitely going.” Why not:

(A), (B), (D) These are incorrect because he indicates that he will go only 
if his roommate goes.

 98. (C) She asks, “Can you please tell me why the bus is just coming now?” 
which implies that the bus is late. The man, who is probably the bus driver, 
informs her that he waited for a long time because there was a car accident 
in the intersection of the street. Why not:

(B) She already commented that the bus is late.
(A), (D) She already learned about the accident from the driver.

 99. (C) She asks, “How did you do on your exam?” He says, “Li Yun only got 
a 65, let alone me,” which implie Li Yun did poorly, but he did worse. Why 
not:

(A), (B) He implied that Li Yun did poorly, but he did worse.
(D) It has nothing to do with the topic.

100. (B) He asks, “Where is the restaurant?” The woman says, “There are lots of 
restaurants around here, which one are you talking about?” He then says, “I 
am asking about the Sichuan restaurant.” Why not:

(A) “ ” (“ ”) is frequently, often—for example, he comments that 
she goes out to eat in restaurants very often.

(C) He points out that no one knows where restaurants are (i.e., non-
specific restaurants).

(D) He comments that no one knows who owns the restaurant.

Section II—Short Narration
101. (C) The difference can be obtained by subtracting 4°C (lowest) from 39°C 

(highest). Why not:

(A) The lowest temperature is 4°C.
(B) There is no mention of “freezing.”
(D) The average temperature is for a year, instead of just today.

102. (C) The voice message says, “Xiao Zhang, this is your roommate Xiao Li. I 
could not go to class this afternoon because my mother was sick, and I am 
going to visit her at the hospital with my little sister. Please let the teacher 
know that I’ll be taking this afternoon off.”
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103. (D) The narrator says, “I couldn’t even imagine in my dreams that he could 
get such a good job.” This shows that she is surprised.

104. (C) “ ” is horrific, appalling, ghastly. The narrator says, “The shirt my 
sister bought was of good quality, not expensive, and in style. The only 
problem was that the color was too appalling.” This shows that the color of 
the shirt wasn’t good.

105. (C) “ ” (“ ”) means there cannot possibly be. “ … ” 
(“ … ”) means be excited. The man says, “Soccer gets people excited like 
no other sport.”

106. (C) The sentence starting with “ ” usually is a subjunctive conditional. 
The question “ ” (“ ?”) is a rhetorical 
one, meaning how could there be no time?

107. (C) Her younger brother’s son (nephew) is behind her older brother.

108. (D) “ ” (“ ”) indicates that there is no 
bookstore.

109. (D) It is based on the sequence of events.

110. (C) The statements (A) and (B) are not wrong, but they are just examples of 
(C). (D) is wrong, as the speaker does not drink, either.

111. (A) The phrase “ ” (“ ”)—our hospital, the hospital that we 
work in—indicates that the speaker works in a hospital. As another example, 
“ ” (“ ”) means our school, the school that we go to.

112. (B) Originally, the speaker planned to travel to Nanjing, Shanghai, Guang-
zhou, and Xi’an, but he went back to Beijing from Shanghai because they 
could not get the train tickets to Guangzhou while they were in Shanghai.

113. (A) She is suggesting an alternative to a challenge they are facing: “Our 
problem is that there isn’t a direct flight from Washington, D.C., to Los 
Angeles, but going by train is too slow, so we have to take the train from 
Washington, D.C., to New York and fly to Los Angeles from there.”

114. (B) This passage states that the title “ ” (“ ”) can sometimes be 
applied to people who aren’t actually teachers. The narrator says that her 
mother is sometimes called “ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“

”), indicating that she actually is a doctor.

115. (D) The narrator says, “After I graduate, I plan to study computer science 
for two years to gain some knowledge. As for getting a job, making money, 
or going abroad, etc., they are not so important to me.”
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116. (D) In addition to a desk and a bookcase, there are also a bed and a TV. 
There wouldn’t be a bed in an (A) office, (B) library, or (C) classroom.

117. (D) The father is too busy, the brother has to go see his girlfriend, and the 
mother doesn’t know how to fix the computer. A friend ends up fixing the 
computer.

118. (B) The sentence “ 50 ” (“ 50 ”) indi-
cates that she only paid 50 yuan for the shoes.

119. (B) “ 86” (“ 86”)—the last two digits are 86.

120. (A) “ ” (“ ”)—driving a 
car to school takes only about 10 minutes.

Section III—Dialogues
121. (B) “ ” (“ ”) means “Are you a 

student at this university?” This implies that they are at a school.

122. (D) The woman works at a bookstore. “ ” (“ ”), and the 
dialogue happens at a place that she “ ” (“ ”). Both clues tell us 
that they are not at the bookstore now.

123. (D) The woman introduces herself as follows: She works at a bank, she is 
from Nanjing, she studied in Shanghai. After she graduated, she came to 
Beijing to work.

124. (B) The woman’s statement “ ” “ ” means that she 
is from Nanjing.

125. (D) He says so directly.

126. (D) The woman says that she likes calligraphy and Beijing opera, but not 
folk songs.

127. (A) She says “ ” (“ ”), but doesn’t have a lot of 
time to do so.

128. (D) She says “ ” (“ ”), which 
means tutors her son in English in the evening.

129. (A) She asks him if he comes to swim in the pool often, and he says, “
” (“ ”).
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130. (C) She asks him about his job, and he says, “ ” (“
”).

131. (B) He doesn’t care about the brand as long as the clothing item looks good 
and is comfortable.

132. (C) She said that the price of her sweater was originally $89, but “
39 (“ 39 ”). She bought it on sale for $39.

133. (D) Based on “ ” (“ ”), 
students can infer that the relationship between the speakers is a host and a 
guest. The conversation is about the man leaving the woman’s house after a 
visit.

134. (A) The phrases “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“
”) show that the speakers are in a house.

135. (C) Ms. Zhang asks Xiao Li if he is looking for Lao Zhang (Professor Zhang), 
and Xiao Li answers, “ ” (“

”).

136. (D) “ ” (“ ”) is what he told Mrs. 
Zhang directly.

137. (A) The man asks the teacher how long dinner should take in the first sen-
tence: “ ?” (“

?”).

138. (B) The woman explains that a host tends to pace himself or herself and 
would avoid finishing the meal before the guest.

139. (D) The woman says that her father goes to the park every day to stay 
healthy.

140. (A) The woman’s father is retired, so he goes to the park every day. The 
man’s father is also retired and is the president of a fishing club.

141. (D) The man’s father is the one who fishes, not the woman’s father.

142. (A) “ ” (“ ”) is a rhetorical question indicating quite the oppo-
site of what it sounds like—“ ” is not good—that his father is not good 
at fishing.

143. (D) She is currently living in a dorm but wants to move out.
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144. (B) The answer is directly stated by the man , “ ” (“ ”), and 
agreed to by the woman, “ ” (“ ”). Why not:

(A) Dorms are expensive, “ ” (“
”)

(C) The woman thinks that living in a dorm is “ ,” lacks freedom.
(D) Having a roommate is a fact, not an advantage or a disadvantage.

145. (C) The woman says so directly.

146. (C) The woman is the one who can’t sleep or study, not her roommate. (A), 
(C), and (D) are what her roommate does a lot, causing the woman to want 
to move out.

147. (C) When she asks him if he has any plans for the break, he says that he 
wants to stay on the East Coast and rest, which shows that East Coast is where 
he is.

148. (C) Although packing is an important step in preparing for a trip, it is not 
mentioned in the dialogue.

149. (D) He says that plane tickets from the travel agencies are not necessarily 
cheaper, and he got his tickets from the Internet last time. In conclusion, he 
says, “ ” (“ ”), meaning that he has not made up 
his mind yet.

150. (D) The man says that the last time he went to Taiwan, he bought his ticket 
from the Internet, which shows that he has been there before.

151. (A) The key words “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”) 
show that the conversation takes place in a restaurant.

152. (B) From “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“
”), students can infer that he is the waiter and she is the 

customer.

153. (C) After ordering the main courses, she asks for “ ” (“
”).

154. (C) The man says that “
” (“ : , ”). Then 

the woman says, “ ” (“ ”), (D) and (B). After 
that, the man recommends “ ” (“

”). The woman says, “
” (“ ”) (A), which means that she doesn’t order “ ” 

(“ ”).
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155. (A) The woman says that since she is in China, of course she wants to drink 
tea.

156. (C) She says, “ ” (“ ”).

157. (D) The man says, “ ” (“
”).

158. (C) The man says that there are many teashops in Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Guangzhou—“ ” (“ ”), especially Guangzhou.

159. (B) “ ” (“ ”). The man invites the 
woman to go back to Shanghai with him for tea. This implies that he is from 
Shanghai.

160. (C) When the woman says that they haven’t seen each other for two years, 
the man says that it has actually been more than two years, “ ” (“

”).

161. (D) The man says that he bought a house last year, and moved out of his 
in-laws’ house.

162. (D) The man comments that “ ” (“
”).

163. (A) The woman says that she and her husband like to go to bed late and 
wake up late, while her in-laws like to go to bed and wake up early; “

” (“ ”).

164. (D) The man says, “ ” (“ ”), haven’t come to 
work.

165. (B) He explained, “ ” (“
”) to the woman’s question, “ ?” (“ ”) Why not:

(A) His phrase “ ” (“ ”) 
shows that the man didn’t go on a business trip.

(C) He comments, “ ” (“ ”) when she describes the 
winter weather in Beijing.

(D) Her phrase “ ” (“ ”) indicates that the man just changed 
his living place. Although it might indirectly imply that he also 
changed his workplace recently, it is not her most immediate concern.

166. (D) This is directly expressed by “ ” (“
”).
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167. (C) The sentence “ ” (“ ”) indicates 
that the man is from Guangzhou.

168. (B) She says, “ ” (“ ”).

169. (C) It was directly stated in the conversation: “ ” (“
”).

170. (B) It was directly stated in the conversation: “ ” (“
”).

171. (C) The man says, “ .  .  . ,  .  .  .
” (“ .  .  .

,  .  .  . ”). Choices (A), (B), and (D) are all 
covered in the above statements. Although birds may die from the air pollu-
tion, it is not directly mentioned or indirectly inferable from the dialogue.

172. (A) The man explains that they do want to solve the problem, but “
” (“ ”). Why not:

(B) This contradicts what he says in the dialogue.
(C) “ ” (“

”) is meant to be a hypothetical statement; the man is 
not saying that the government does not want to help.

(D) The time factor is not mentioned in the dialogue.

Section IV—Long Narration
173. (B) Xiao Min says, “ ” (“

”). Why not:

(A) On the contrary, “ .  .  . ” (“ .  .  .
”).

(C) On the contrary, “ ” (“
”).

(D) On the contrary, “ ” (“
”).

174. (D) As directly stated in the passage, “
” (“ ”).

175. (D) The weather report indicates, “ 24 ” (“
24 ”).
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176. (A) The weather report states, “ ” (“ ”). 
Why not:

(B) “ ” (“ ”) is the 
forecast for tonight.

(C) The wind direction is inconsistent with the passage—“
” (“ ”).

(D) “ ” (“ ”) is the 
forecast for “ ” (“ ”).

177. (B) The sentence “ 27
” (“ 27

”) indicates that he liked to draw when he was very young, but he for-
mally started to learn drawing at age 27. Why not:

(C) The purpose for observing the animals under the tree is “
” (“ ”), not because he liked them.

(D) The purpose for raising the animals at home is “ ” 
(“ ”), not because he liked them, either.

178. (B) The animals Qi liked to draw were “ ” (“
”).

179. (D) It is stated in the first sentence that he “ ” (“
”). But he likes “ ” 

(“ ”).

180. (C) At the end of the passage, Peter “ ” (“ ”). This phrase means 
that he is embarrassed.

181. (B) The main idea of this passage is in the first sentence: “
” (“ ”). Why not:

(A), (C) These are not mentioned in the passage.
(D) This is only mentioned in the passage for comparison.

182. (C) Note the “ ” (“ ”) in “ ” (“
”). It signifies that crossing over someone 

else’s chopsticks is a serious offense. Why not:

(A) Although a rude eating habit, it is not mentioned in this passage.
(B) When someone offers it is advised that one shall not “

” (“ ”).
(D) This is, in fact, a good eating habit.

183. (A) The main idea is expressed in the first sentence, “
” (“

”).
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184. (B) Although it is logical, it is not mentioned in the passage.

185. (B) The last sentence in the passage indicates that the author advises to get 
sufficient sleep. Why not:
(A) This is not mentioned in the passage. One may interpret “ ” 

(“ ”) or “ ” to be staying home; however, (B) is 
more specific, and therefore a better choice.

(C) The narrator suggests “ ” (“ ”) as a precaution, 
not what a flu patient should do.

(D) The author also suggests “ ” (“ ”) 
as a precaution (to dress appropriately after listening to the forecast), 
not what a flu patient should do.

186. (C) It is stated in the passage that “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A) “ ” (“ ”), people from Beijing 
like jasmine tea.

(B) “ ” (“ ”), people from Shanghai like green 
tea.

(D) “ ” (“ ”), people from the Zang 
ethnic group cannot part with the suyou tea (they like suyou tea).

187. (C) From “ ” (“
”), we learn that both porcelain and ceramic 

are favorable choices for making tea.

188. (D) “ ” (“ ”), 
both of these tea sets keep the heat in very well.

189. (D) “ ” (“ ”) is when people drink the spring 
tea “ ”. Why not:

(A) “ ” (“ ”) is for “ ” (“ ”).
(B) There is no mention in the passage of any specific tea designated for 

before the spring season.
(C) “ ” is for “ ” (“ ”).

190. (A) The narrator says “ .  .  . .  .  . ” 
(“ .  .  . .  .  . ”), his grandfather likes to 
watch the opera and sing along with it.

191. (B) The narrator says, “ ” (“
”), his father likes to watch sports programs, 

particularly soccer games.

192. (C) As stated in the last sentence, “ ” (“
”), I’m only interested in the animations (cartoons).
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193. (D) The narrator says, “ ” (“
”), my sister is an English teacher at a secondary school.

194. (D) The main idea of the passage can be found in the first sentence, “
” (“

”). This indicates that Chinese fami-
lies in the United States have higher expectations for their children’s educa-
tion than American families, particularly when it comes to choosing a college 
or major. Why not:

(A) The passage presents Chinese parents’ expectations for their children’s 
college education in the United States, but there is no mention of 
parenting techniques.

(B) Although there is a brief mention of American families at the end of 
the passage, the passage mainly focuses on Chinese families in the 
United States. There is no compare-and-contrast between the two.

(C) There is no mention of American families in China.

195. (D) As stated in the passage, “ ” (“ ”).

196. (B) As stated in the passage, “
” (“
”). Why not:

(A) The narrator never says “all parents.”
(C) The narrator explains that “ ” (“

”), but “ ” (“ ”) does not necessarily 
translate to earn more money.

(D) From the phrase “ ” (“ ”), this is understood as an added 
benefit, but it does not serve as the main reason for attending a famous 
college.

197. (A) The last passage, “
” (“

”), is a suggestion that children should be 
given more freedom to make their own choices.

198. (C) The narrator and some of her friends and classmates are going to a movie, 
and she is asking Xiao Li if she wants to come along.

199. (B) This is stated by the speaker: “ ” (“ ”). 
Why not:

(A) The use of “ ” indicates that, in addition to “
” (“ ”), the speaker, Zhang Hua, 

and her cousin are also going, so they are not the only two.
(C) This is a phone message from Zhang Hua to Xiao Li asking if Xiao Li 

would like to join them to see the movie.
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200. (D) As stated by Zhang Hua, “ ” (“
”), 4:30 p.m. is when the movie will start. Why not:

(A) 3:00 p.m. is not explicitly mentioned, although it is before 3:30 p.m. 
that Xiao Li should call with a response.

(B) “ ” (“ ”) 
indicates that before 3:30 p.m. is when Xiao Li should call with a 
response.

(C) 4:00 p.m. is when they will be meeting at the coffee shop.

201. (D) The speaker says, “ ” (“
”), they are going to meet at a coffee shop next to the movie 

theater.

202. (D) As stated in the passage, “ ” (“
”).

203. (B) As described in the passage, “ ” (“
”).

204. (C) Although “ ” (“ ”), Dōngfāng is a common family name, it is not 
mentioned in the passage.

205. (B) The passage is a general discussion of surnames. It does not talk about 
the meaning or the history of the names.

206. (A) This passage is a general discussion about visiting patients in the hospital, 
including a brief mention of gifts for patients and the visitation time.

207. (B) As stated in the passage, “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A) It is mentioned in the passage that “ .  .  . ..
.. ” (“ .  .  . .  .  .
.  .  . ”).

(C) In general, “ .  .  . ” (“ .  .  .
”).

(D) As indicated, “ ” (“
”), the visiting hours may be longer on 

the weekends, but this does not mean that people can visit any time 
they wish.

208. (C) As stated in the passage, “ ” (“ ”), be 
mindful while talking to the patient by “

” (“ ”), talking about something pleas-
ant around the patient, and nothing offensive or upsetting.
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209. (D) As stated in the passage, “ ” 
(“ , ”). Why not:

(A), (C) The “ ” and “ ” are mentioned in this statement: “
” (“ ”), one may 

visit the patient three or four afternoons per week.
(B) Mornings are typically reserved for treatment.

210. (B) The passage is a general discussion of the host’s role, the visitor’s role, 
and the interaction between the two. The last sentence, “

” (“
”), suggests that the formality of the 

host-guest interaction can be omitted when the parties are close friends.

211. (B) As stated in the passage, “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A) The phone call option is included in the correct answer, (B).
(C), (D) A formal invitation is only issued for an important or formal event 

“ ” (“
”).

212. (A) As stated in the passage, “
” (“ ”), and also “

” (“ ”).

213. (B) As stated in the passage, “ ” (“
”).

214. (B) The main topic is stated in the first sentence, “ .  .  .
.  .  .” (“ .  .  . .  .  .”).

215. (A) As stated in the beginning, “ 4-9 ” (“ 4-
9 ”).

216. (C) When talking about interviews, the speaker highly recommended “
” (“ ”), that Chinese high schools follow suit.

217. (B) This is indicated from the greeting of the passasge, “ ” (“
”).

218. (C) This was expressed by the statement “ ” 
(“ ”), as “ ” (“ ”) typically means 
more than two generations.
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219. (C) The statement “
” (“

”) means “No matter in the city or rural areas, big families, 
being composed of several generations, are gradually replaced with medium- 
and small-sized families.”

220. (C) The statement indicates the mutual desire to live separately: “
” (“

”).

VOCABULARY LIST

Section III—Dialogues

Question 121

 ( ) guì xìng May I ask your name?
 ( ) guàng shāngdiàn go shopping

Question 122

 ( ) wǔtīng ballroom
 ( ) shòuhuòyuán salesperson

Questions 123 to 124

  Nánjīng name of a city
  Tiānjīn name of a city

Questions 125 to 126

 ( ) wǔshù  martial arts such as 
shadowboxing, swordplay, etc.

 ( ) shūfǎ calligraphy
 ( ) Jīngjù Beijing opera
 ( ) míngē folk song

Questions 127 to 128

 ( ) àihào hobby
 ( ) fǔdǎo tutor

Questions 129 to 130

 ( ) yùndòngyuán athlete
 ( ) jiàoliàn coach
 ( ) jìzhě journalist
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Questions 131 to 132

 ( ) míngpái name brand
 ( ) zhìliàng quality
 ( ) biāozhǔn standard

Questions 133 to 134

 ( ) dānwu delay
  liáo chat

Questions 135 to 136

  gǎnmào cold; flu
 ( ) lì hai serious

Questions 137 to 138

 ( ) yāoqǐng invite
  péi to go with someone

 ( ) lǐmào polite
  guǎi bu de no wonder

Questions 139 to 142

 ( ) diàoyú go fishing
 ( ) yúgānr fishing rod

 ( ) xiéhuì club; association
 ( ) huìzhǎng president
 ( ) jìshù technique; skill

Questions 143 to 146

 gōng y apartment
 d hǎn dàjiào yell and scream
 chǎo disturb; make a noise

Questions 147 to 150

 ( ) jiéshù end
 ( ) ānpái arrange

 ( ) lǚxíngshè travel agency
 ( ) wǎng Internet

 ( ) Zhījiāgē Chicago
 ( ) Táiwān Taiwan
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Questions 151 to 154

 ( ) tuījiàn recommend
  mápó dòufu name of a dish
 ( ) tángcù páigǔ name of a dish

  hǎiwèi seafood
 ( ) hóngshāoyú name of a dish

 ( ) yóumèn dàxiā name of a dish
  jiǔ wine

  guǒzhī juice

Questions 155 to 159

 ( ) cháguǎn teahouse
  yóuqí especially

Questions 160 to 163

 ( ) jiéhūn get married
 ( ) bān chūlai move out

Questions 164 to 168

 ( ) chūchāi business trip
 ( ) guāfēng blow (of the wind)

Questions 169 to 172

 ( ) huánbǎo environmental protection
 ( ) jùlèbù club

 ( ) huódòng activity
 ( ) jiǎn pick up

  lājī trash
 ( ) kàngyì protest
 ( ) páichū discharge
 ( ) fèishuǐ waste water
 ( ) fèiqì waste gas

 ( ) dú toxin, poison
 ( ) jiějué solve
  zhèngfǔ government

Section IV—Long Narration

Questions 173 to 174

 ( ) lǎobǎn boss
 ( ) xiǎofèi tips
 ( ) cízhí quit

 ( ) shíyànshì laboratory
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Questions 175 to 176

 ( ) bōsòng broadcast
 ( ) piān tilt

 ( ) shèshìdù centigrade
 ( ) zhuǎn turn

Questions 177 to 178

 ( ) huàjiā painter; artist
 ( ) huìhuà drawing; painting

 ( ) chóng insect
 ( ) guānchá observe

 ( ) yǎng raise
 ( ) bīzhēn realistic

 ( ) Qí Báishí name of a person

Questions 179 to 180

 ( ) suíbiǎn casually
  Bǐdé Peter

Questions 181 to 182

 ( ) jiǎngjiu etiquette
  kuàizi chopsticks

  chéng get (food)
  tiézi plate

 ( ) jiā  use chopsticks to pick up 
 food

  pèngzhuàng touch
  kuàyuè across

Questions 183 to 185

 ( ) yùfáng precaution
  bǎonuǎn dress warmly
 ( ) bìmiǎn avoid
 ( ) jiēchù contact
 ( ) zhǐdǎo guide; advise
  chōngzú sufficient
 ( ) bǎozhèng guarantee; ensure
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Questions 186 to 189

 ( ) gēnjù according to
  kǒuwèi individual taste
 ( ) piān’ài prefer

  sūyóuchá a kind of tea
  chájù tea set
  táoqì porcelain; chinaware
  cíqì pottery; earthenware

  qī infuse; pour hot water over
 ( ) mǎnyuè  a baby’s completion of its first 

month of life
 ( ) zhùhè congratulation; congratulate
  Zàngzú a nationality of China

Questions 190 to 193

 ( ) tuìxiū retire; retirement
 ( ) diànshìjù television play
 ( ) dònghuàpiàn cartoon

Questions 194 to 197

  qīwàng expect
 ( ) zhòngshì take something seriously

 ( ) yán strict; rigid
 ( ) yōuxiù outstanding; excellent
  miànzi self-respect; face
 ( ) xuéxí learn
 ( ) quánlì right

Questions 198 to 201

 ( ) zhíjiē directly
 ( ) Xiǎo Lì name of a person
 ( ) Zhāng Huá name of a person

Questions 202 to 205

 ( ) zhǔnquè exact
 ( ) tǒngjì count; statistics
 ( ) wénxiàn document; literature

  Bǎijiāxìng name of a book

Questions 206 to 209

 ( ) tànfǎng visit
  cìjī provoke
 ( ) guīdìng regulate
 ( ) zhìliáo treat
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Questions 210 to 213

 ( ) kǒutóu oral
 ( ) qǐngtiě invitation
 ( ) yuēdìng appoint
 ( ) fēngshèng sumptuous
 ( ) lǐmào polite
 ( ) qiānxū modest
 ( ) gàocí take leave; say goodbye
  qiànyì apology; regret
 ( ) dǎrǎo disturb

Questions 214 to 216

  zhāoshēng open enrollment
 ( ) xuékē subject
  gāokǎo college exam
 ( ) mìngyùn fate
 ( ) qījiān period
 ( ) miànshì interview
 ( ) zhídé be worth
 ( ) tuījiàn recommend
 ( ) shèqū community
 ( ) jìlù record
 ( ) yíhàn regretful

Questions 217 to 220

 ( ) tīngzhòng audience; listeners
 ( ) rèmén huàtí hot topic

 ( ) guānniàn idea; concept
 ( ) yǐngxiǎng influence; affect
 ( ) chángjiàn common
 ( ) jiégòu structure
 ( ) zhújiàn gradually
  dàitì replace
  wūyán roof

 ( ) liáoliáo-wújǐ very few; scanty
 ( ) fēnkāi separate
 ( ) zhòngshì emphasize
 ( ) zūnjìng respect
 ( ) zhàogù take care of; look after

  lìsuǒ-néngjí in one’s power
 ( ) jiāwù household duties
 ( ) lǐpǐn present; gift
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Scripts*
The passages in this section are clearly labeled as either traditional or simplified.

Narrator: Chapter 2 Listening Comprehension Practice, Section 1 
Conversations
You will hear several short conversations. Each conversation will be 
played once along with four choices of response (A), (B), (C), and (D). 
You will have 5 seconds to choose a response that completes the 
conversation in a logical and culturally appropriate way. Please 
remember to mark your answers on the answer sheet.

1.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

2.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

* CD1, Tracks 1–9 are part of the review material and are printed within the appropriate sections.

CD 1
Track

10
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3.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

4.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

5.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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6.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

7.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B)  
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B)  
  (C) 
  (D) 

8.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 8
  (C) 8
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 8
  (C) 8
  (D) 
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9.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 4

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 4

10.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) ,
  (C) 
  (D) 

11.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

11
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12.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) ?

13.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

14.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) ?
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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15.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) “ ”

16.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

17.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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18.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

19.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

20.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

21.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

22.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

23.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

12
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

24.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

25.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

26.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

27.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

28.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

29.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

30.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

31.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

32.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

13
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

33.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

34.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

35.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

36.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

37.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

38.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

39.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

40.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) ?
  (D) 

41.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

14
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

42.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

43.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

44.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

45.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

46.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

47.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

48.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

49.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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50.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 4
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 4
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

51.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

52.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

15
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

53.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

54.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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55.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

56.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

57.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

58.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

59.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

7-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   1247-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   124 6/26/2009   2:36:41 PM6/26/2009   2:36:41 PM



Listening Comprehension 125

60.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A)  
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A)  
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

61.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

62.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

16
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) , 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

63.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

64.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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65.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

66.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

67.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

68.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

69.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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70.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 5:00 4:5

5:30
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 5:00 4:50

5:30
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

71.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

72.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

17
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

73.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

74.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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75.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

76.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

77.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

7-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   1317-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   131 6/26/2009   2:36:42 PM6/26/2009   2:36:42 PM



132 AP Chinese Language and Culture

78.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

79.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) ?

80.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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81.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) A
(Man) A
(Woman) (A) A
  (B) A
  (C) A
  (D) A A

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) A
(Man) A, A
(Woman) (A) A
  (B) A
  (C) A
  (D) A, A

82.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

83.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 1
Track

18
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[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

84.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

85.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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86.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

87.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

88.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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89.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

90.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

91.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

CD 2
Track

1
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

92.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

93.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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94.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

95.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

96.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

97.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

98.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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99.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 65
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
(Man) 65
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

100.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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Section II—Short Narration
The passages in this section are clearly labeled as either traditional or simplified.

You will listen to several short narrations. Each narration will be played 
once. You may take notes. After each narration, you will have 5 
seconds to read the question and choose the most appropriate response 
(A), (B), (C), or (D) in English, from the answer sheet. Please be 
reminded that during the AP Chinese Exam, the question will be 
displayed only after you hear the narration; therefore, in this practice, 
previewing the printed questions prior to listening to the narrations is 
not recommended.

101.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 18 39

4

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 18 39

4

102.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

103.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

CD 2
Track

2
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104.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

105.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

106.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

107.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

108.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 
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109.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

110.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

111.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

112.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

CD 2
Track

3
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113.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

114.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) “ ”  “

”  “ ”  “ ”

115.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

116.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
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117.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

118.
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 280 50 200

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 280 50 200

119.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

86

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

86

120.
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 
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Section III—Dialogues
In this section, the traditional version will appear first, followed by the simplified 
version, without labels.

You will listen to several dialogues for questions 121 through 172. 
Each dialogue should be played twice. You may take notes. After 
replaying each dialogue, students will be given 12 seconds, on the 
actual exam, to read the question and choose the most appropriate 
response (A), (B), (C), or (D) in English, from the answer sheet. Please 
be reminded that during the AP Chinese Exam, the question will be 
displayed only after you hear the narration; therefore, in this practice, 
previewing the printed questions prior to listening to the narrations is 
not recommended.

121.
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

122.
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

CD 2
Track

4

CD 2
Track

5
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123–124
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

(Man) …
(Man) …
(Woman) 

  

125–126
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

127–128
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

(Man) 
  

CD 2
Track

6

CD 2
Track

7

CD 2
Track

8
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(Woman) 

  

129–130
(Woman) 

(Man)

(Woman)

(Man)

(Woman)

(Man)

(Woman)

(Man)

(Woman)

(Man)

131–132
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

(Man) 

  

(Woman) 89
39 5 10

  89
39 5 10

CD 2
Track

9

CD 2
Track

10
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133–134
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

135–136
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

137–138
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

CD 2
Track

11

CD 2
Track

12

CD 2
Track

13
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(Man) 

  

(Woman) 

  

(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

139–142
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  

143–146
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

CD 2
Track

14

CD 2
Track

15
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(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

147–150
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

151–154
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  

CD 2
Track

16

CD 2
Track

17
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(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

155–159
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

160–163
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

CD 2
Track

18

CD 2
Track

19
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(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

164–168
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 

  

(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 
  
(Woman) 
  

169–172
(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

CD 2
Track

20

CD 2
Track

21

7-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   1537-9400_YAS_Chpt02.indd   153 6/26/2009   2:36:46 PM6/26/2009   2:36:46 PM



154 AP Chinese Language and Culture

(Woman) 
  
(Man) 

  

Section IV—Long Narration
The passages in this section are clearly labeled as either traditional or simplified.

You will listen to several long narrations of passages for questions 173 
to 220. Each dialogue should be played twice. You may take notes. 
After replaying each passage, students will be given 12 seconds, on the 
actual exam, to read the question and choose the most appropriate 
response (A), (B), (C), or (D) in English, from the answer sheet. Please 
be reminded that during the AP Chinese Exam, the question will be 
displayed only after you hear the narration; therefore, in this practice, 
previewing the printed questions prior to listening to the narrations is 
not recommended.

173–174
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

“

”

175–176
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

24
27

23

CD 2
Track

22

CD 2
Track

23
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

24
27

23
177–178
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

27

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

27

179–180
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

: “ ” : 
“ !” : “

” : “
!” 

CD 2
Track

24

CD 2
Track

25
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181–182
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

183–185
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

186–189
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

CD 2
Track

26

CD 2
Track

27

CD 2
Track

28
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

190–193
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

194–197
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

CD 2
Track

29

CD 2
Track

30
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

A

198–201
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

202–205
[Traditional-character version]
(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Man) 

CD 2
Track

31

CD 2
Track

32
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206–209
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

210–213
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

CD 2
Track

33

CD 2
Track

34
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[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

“ ”

“
” “ ”

“ ” “ ”

214–216
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 4–9

SATI SATII

SAT
AT

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 4–9

SATI SATII

SAT
SAT

CD 2
Track

35
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217–220
[Traditional-character version]
(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]
(Woman) 

CD 2
Track

36
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CHAPTER3Reading Comprehension

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Reading Comprehension section of the test assesses the student’s interpretive 
communication skills. The student will read a variety of written texts—such as 
advertisements, articles, e-mails, letters, notes, posters, signs, and stories—before 
answering multiple-choice questions about the texts.

This chapter is organized into the following sections:

• Reading Strategies
• Reading Selections and Sample Questions
• Answer Keys
• Answers and Answer Explanations

All passages in this chapter are presented in both traditional and simplified charac-
ters. Phrases referenced in the Answer Explanation section are first written in the 
traditional-character version and immediately followed by the simplified counter-
part in parentheses. If there is no parenthesized phrase, the presented characters are 
common in both the traditional and simplified versions.

READING STRATEGIES
This section presents nine reading strategies that students can use to hone their 
reading comprehension skills prior to taking the test. Students may find that some 
strategies are more applicable than others in different contexts, or that certain strate-
gies are more helpful given their individual reading styles.

The nine reading strategies are:

1. Prediction
2. Skimming
3. Scanning
4. Understanding main ideas
5. Ignoring unimportant words
6. Guessing and analyzing
7. Detailed reading
8. Inferring ideas
9. Determining the writer’s attitude
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STRATEGY

1  Prediction

During the pre-reading phase, students are encouraged to identify what they already 
know about the topic and use that knowledge to predict what they may learn from 
the reading. They may even begin to formulate questions that they may be asked 
to answer after reading the text.

1. What information might students predict before reading the following 
passage?

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
86.7%

This passage is a survey report about the amount of allowance students receive. It 
is highly likely that students already know something about the discussed topic, 
“ ” (“ ”), from personal experience, and also because it may be widely 
talked about among peers. Before students finish reading the entire text, they may 
be able to predict the main ideas of the investigation and formulate some possible 
questions. Then, they can compare their predictions with the results of the investi-
gation while reading the passage.

2.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

, , 

This passage is about the major differences of opinion between Chinese and Ameri-
cans on the topic of education. Students may have years of experience in the 
American educational system and/or some experience in the Chinese educational 
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system. As they are reading the passage, they may mentally summarize what they 
already know about American schools and Chinese families. They can compare 
their predictions with the passage as they read, which may help them grasp the 
main differences between the two educational systems.

If this article were preceded by the title “ ” (“ ”), 
the prediction strategy would enable students to glean important information from 
the title and to more effectively focus on the main ideas before, or as they finish, 
reading.

STRATEGY

2  Skimming

Skimming is a fast-reading skill that does not require reading word by word, but 
it does require a high degree of concentration. Skimming may involve reading only 
the title, subheading, illustrations, and the first and last paragraphs of a passage, or 
the first, second, and last sentence of each paragraph. Instead of a detailed reading, 
students are encouraged to try the skimming technique to identify the overall idea 
of the text.

Consider the title of the next text, “Bicycle Kingdom,” “ ” (“
”). Students should start skimming, and then decide if the title is 

appropriate.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”

While skimming, students should underline the key words, “ ,” “ ,” 
“ ” (“ ”), and “ ,” paying attention to the first two sentences of the 
introductory paragraph, as well as the concluding paragraph. This should give stu-
dents an overall idea of China as the “Bicycle Kingdom.”

In the next passage, consider the phrases “ ” (“ ”) 
in the first line, followed by “ ” (“

”). The introductory paragraph directly addresses the main topic 
of the passage.
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Students should then pay attention to the first line of each of the following para-
graphs. They may also want to take notes on the activities of each festival, such as 
“ ” (set up firecrackers), “ ” (pay a New Year call), “ ” (“ ”) 
(the dragon boat competition) “ ” (“ ”) (admire the full moon), “ ” 
(“ ”) (eat dumplings), “ ” (eat sweet dumplings), “ ” (eat gluti-
nous rice dumplings), and “ ” (“ ”) (eat moon cake). By skimming, 
students will understand the overall idea of the passage.

STRATEGY

3  Scanning

Scanning is a helpful technique when students are looking for the answer to a par-
ticular question. Unlike skimming, scanning involves moving quickly through the 
passage seeking specific words and phrases. Scanning is also useful for determining 
whether a particular piece of information will answer one of the questions. While 
scanning, it may be a good idea to look for organizers such as numbers, letters, 
steps, or the words first, second, or next.

Scanning off a computer screen has become increasingly important. Although 
this may be an unfamiliar skill for some students, with regular practice, they should 
become comfortable with it.

The following example is a program guide for a TV station in Taiwan. Students 
should scan the program guide and find the necessary information to answer the 
following four comprehension questions.
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[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]
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1. If students are interested in watching an animation program, what time 
should they watch?

2. If students are interested in watching a program about Taiwan, when should 
they watch?

3. If students are interested in watching a program about traveling in mainland 
China, when should they watch?

4. If students are interested in news programs, how many times each day does 
the station provide news broadcasting?

ANSWERS:
1. 11:45 pm   2. 12:30 pm   3. 6:00 pm   4. four times

The following is the table of contents of a phone book for a Chinese community. 
Refer to the table of contents to find the necessary pages.

[Traditional-character version]

.....................................  2 .........................................  103

.....................................  3 .........................................  140

  ...................................  5 .........................................  202

.....................................  6 .........................................  270

.....................................  8 .........................................  412

.................................  11 .........................................  484

.................................  12 .........................................  536

.................................  13 .........................................  548

.................................  14 .........................................  672

.................................  22 .........................................  698

.................................  28 .........................................  761

.................................  32 .........................................  813

.................................  37 .........................................  822

.................................  38 911

.................................  42

.................................  46

.................................  49

.................................  53

.................................  55
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[Simplified-character version]

.....................................  2 .........................................  103

.....................................  3 .........................................  140

.....................................  5 .........................................  202

.....................................  6 .........................................  270

.....................................  8 .........................................  412

.................................  11 .........................................  484

.................................  12 .........................................  536

.................................  13 .........................................  548

.................................  14 .........................................  672

.................................  22 .........................................  698

.................................  28 .........................................  761

.................................  32 .........................................  813

.................................  37 .........................................  822

.................................  38  911

.................................  42

.................................  46

.................................  .49

.................................  53

.................................  55

Find the page numbers for the following categories:

1. Theaters ________________

2. Libraries ________________

3. Museums ________________

4. Medicines ________________

5. Airline flight schedules ________________

6. Restaurants ________________

ANSWERS:
1. Page 46 2. Page 6 3. Page 8
4. Page 548 5. Page 11 6. Page 698
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STRATEGY

4  Understanding main ideas

The main idea of a passage can usually be found in the title or the topic sentence. 
The main idea may also be found elsewhere in the passage—for example, in the 
body or the conclusion. Read the following two passages carefully and try the 
questions.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
7 9

1. Which of the following is the most appropriate title for this news story?

(A) Chinese Pandas Living in the United States
(B) People of the World Love Pandas Very Much
(C) The Panda Is One of the Scarcest Animals
(D) Panda Gives Birth at the National Zoo

The first sentence of this passage states that both Chinese and Americans have been 
paying a considerable amount of attention to a panda that is currently living in the 
United States. Throughout the passage, though, the focus is on “

”(“
”), which illustrates the main idea. Therefore, the answer is (D).

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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2. Which of the following titles most appropriately describes the main idea of 
this passage?

(A) How Do Movies and Television Educate People?
(B) Watching Movies or Television Induces People to Buy Certain Products
(C) The Influence of Television and Movies
(D) Children Try to Imitate Acts They See on TV or in Movies

In this passage, the leading sentence, “ ” (“
”), expresses the main idea directly. The answer is 

(C).

STRATEGY

5  Ignoring unimportant words

The reality is that, when reading a text, students may often come upon words or 
phrases that are unfamiliar to them. Before resorting to a dictionary, though, stu-
dents should first try to determine whether the word or phrase is a critical piece of 
information or not. In order to show an emotion or to emphasize an opinion, 
writers may use synonyms to express the same or similar meaning as another word 
in the passage. Thus, understanding one of the synonyms allows students to guess 
the meaning of another word within the context. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

In this sentence, after the verb “ ,” there are two adjectives with similar mean-
ings. Knowing one of the two adjectives provides a reasonable clue for the other, 
and for understanding the entire sentence.

Sometimes writers may use several examples to express one opinion. These examples 
can make sentences long and complicated. Therefore, understanding just one 
example may be sufficient to pinpoint the writer’s opinion.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

In this sentence, the key word “ ” (“ ”) introduces all types of cosmet-
ics, “ ” (“ ”). As long as students know one of the items after “ ” 
(“ ”), it is likely that they will understand the sentence without necessarily 
recognizing all the items on the list.
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STRATEGY

6  Guessing and analyzing

Guessing the meaning of unknown words from context is a very important strategy 
while reading. Analyzing the meaning of sentences is also critical.

Based on the context, students can guess the meaning of some unknown words 
in reading passages. When an unfamiliar word or phrase is encountered, students 
should not stop. On the contrary, continuing to read through the entire passage 
often helps to decipher the meaning of those unfamiliar words and phrases. Once 
students feel comfortable with the new words, they can look them up in the dic-
tionary to check their guesses. This strategy helps students better understand the 
guessed words and increase their vocabulary.

Guessing from context is particularly helpful when students come across idioms 
and proverbs. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Looking up the proverb “ ” (“ ”) in the dic-
tionary may result in the definition “Every family has skeletons in the closet.” 
However, contextual clues provide detailed information regarding “ ” and “

,” which yield a more direct definition of this unfamiliar proverb: “Every family 
has its own problem.”

Sometimes, by considering the grammatical structure of a sentence and normal 
word order rules in Chinese, students may be able to guess the meaning of the 
sentence. This guessing skill is extremely important for reading comprehension 
because it also requires students to abstract and summarize ideas and facts presented 
in the text. Read and analyze the following sentence:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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In this sentence, students might not know words such as “ ,” “ ,” “
” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), and “ ,” but they might be familiar with the 

nouns, like “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”), and the verbs, like “ ” 
and “ .” With the help of the word-order rule—subject + place word + adverbi-
als + verb-complement + (attributive) object—students might guess that the sen-
tence is related to a “sport meeting,” and possibly even understand the sentence 
meaning: “The Chinese athletes won medals at a sport meeting and strived for 
honor, and I was very proud.”

Using the Chinese word-order rules to make inferences is an invaluable skill, espe-
cially when it comes to guessing the meanings of place names, technical terms, and 
other words that even native speakers might not be familiar with.

Analyzing Chinese characters based on the relationships and connections between 
the radicals and components is also a valuable skill that can provide clues to decode 
unknown words. Read the following passage.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

What does the word “ ” mean? If students have learned the word “ ” and 
the grammatical structure of topic + comment, they can guess that “ ” is a 
description of a certain personality, which is enough to understand the first sen-
tence. Even though students may not recall words such as “ ” and “ ,” if they 
remember that the radical “ ” means food, they may guess that the unknown words 
are names for types of food. That may be enough information to understand the 
last sentence.

STRATEGY

7  Detailed reading

Before doing a detailed reading, students should quickly read through the passage 
using the reading strategies discussed above. Doing this will help them grasp the 
main idea of the text. When students read the text for the second or third time, 
the focus shifts to the secondary ideas and the details that support the main idea. 
Detailed reading is a slower and more careful reading process.

The AP exam sometimes requires students to find details concerning when, 
where, what, who, or how in a piece of writing. In searching for these data, students 
must be careful to look for the exact information specified in the question. Read 
the following passage carefully and answer the question.
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

, 

1. Who should take responsibility for the children’s attitude problems?

(A) The kids should take responsibility for the problems.
(B) The emperor should take responsibility for the problems.
(C) The parents should take responsibility for the problems.
(D) Society should take responsibility for the problems.

After reading the text, students will be able to answer the question if they have 
comprehended the writer’s point of view. The writer tries to inform people of a 
common phenomenon within some Chinese families. He observes that children 
today do not work as hard as their parents but expect to enjoy the luxurious lives 
provided for them. He points out that the cause of this phenomenon is that the 
parents tend to spoil their children, so the answer is (C).

STRATEGY

8  Inferring ideas

Inferring means drawing conclusions from the evidence or premises offered in a 
piece of writing. Often, the writer implies something and leaves it up to you to 
infer the rest. This involves combining and sorting out what is read. Read the fol-
lowing passage and answer the question.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

1956

 

 

1. What is the purpose of the manager’s letter?

(A) He asks the guests for their advice.
(B) He is welcoming the guests.
(C) He asks the guests to stay longer.
(D) He asks the guests to pay attention to the good service.

Answer: (B)

While reading a text, students should remember to pay close attention to cultural 
perspectives, especially those of foreign cultures. Note that written texts may some-
times produce different interpretations by people with different cultures. Students 
who are highly aware of the differences between American and Chinese culture will 
find it easier to infer answers from a cross-cultural point of view.

STRATEGY

9  Determining the writer’s attitude

Identifying the writer’s point of view, or his purpose and attitude, can help students 
comprehend the underlying objective of the text.

Writers are not necessarily neutral when they write, particularly if they are trying 
to persuade readers to agree with their opinions. It is important for students to 
recognize what a writer’s attitude is in relation to the ideas or information being 
presented. Students should practice this by reading the following passages and 
answering the questions below.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

, ”

“

”

1. What is the purpose of this story?

(A) The story tells how the frog bragged about his well to the turtle.
(B) The story teaches that people ought to have a broad and far-reaching 

vision of life.
(C) The story tells how the frog lives in the well and thinks of the world 

based only on what he can see.
(D) The story tells where the frog and the turtle came from.

This Chinese fable criticizes people with a very narrow outlook. Traditionally, a 
Chinese fable or an idiom imparts an important philosophical lesson by way of a 
story that is easy to understand. After reading the story, students should use their 
understanding of the writer’s point of view to identify the underlying idea, (B).

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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, “ ”

2. What is the purpose of this passage?

(A) To find out why students spend so much time on the Internet
(B) To find out how students can make the best use of the Internet
(C) To advise students not to waste time on the Internet
(D) To discuss the function of the Internet with students

3. How does the author feel about materials on the Internet for students?

(A) They are useless.
(B) They are not helpful.
(C) They are helpful.
(D) They are very helpful.

ANSWERS:
2. (C)    3. (B)

After skimming and scanning the text, students should try to guess the opinion of 
the writer, which can help them understand the topic of the text. The main idea 
can be found in the first sentence: regardless of the time of day, “

” (“ ”). The writer expresses his opinion by using 
certain phrases and by modifying key words. In this case, the modifiers are adjec-
tives and adverbs, such as “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” “ ,” and “ ” (“

”). These words tell us if the writer is for or against certain behaviors. The writer 
may also use some words to indicate the appropriateness or the frequency of some-
thing, such as “ ,” “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” and “ ” (“ ”). 
Assessing the purposes of these words is helpful for understanding the writer’s atti-
tude. The purpose of the passage can be inferred from the final paragraph: Because 
surfing the Net directly “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” 
( ”), students should therefore refrain from “ ‘ ’”(“

‘ ’”).

As we complete this section, students should review these helpful tips:

1. Do look at the questions first before reading the corresponding passage. You 
may be able to find the answers as you read.

2. Do read the text from beginning to end without interruptions. This helps 
you capture the main idea of the text as a whole.

3. Do not waste too much time on deciphering new words or a single 
sentence.

7-9400_YAS_Chpt03.indd   1777-9400_YAS_Chpt03.indd   177 6/26/2009   2:37:24 PM6/26/2009   2:37:24 PM



178 AP Chinese Language and Culture

READING SELECTIONS
To familiarize students with the typical format of the AP exam, this section offers 
a selection of reading materials followed by sample problems that allow students to 
practice what they have learned. The selected materials are either excerpts or adap-
tations from a variety of sources, from newspaper articles to contemporary litera-
ture. The materials cover a variety of topics and learning tasks, and may include 
advertisements, posters, letters, e-mails, signs, and so on. Students who regularly 
read a broad range of materials are at an advantage on the AP exam. All exercises 
in the Reading Selections section are presented in the form of multiple-choice 
questions.

AP students are strongly advised to familiarize themselves with the graphical user 

interface elements described in Chapter 1. The
  

button is available during 

the Reading section if the student needs to review the function of these interface 
elements.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: READING

Type: Reading Selections
Number of problems: 35–40
Weight: 25%
Duration: 60 minutes

Directions: You will read several selections in Chinese. For each selection, there 
will be one or more multiple-choice questions in English. Choose an answer that 
best matches the selection.

Important Notes:
1. You may move back and forth among problems.
2. There is no time limit to answer each problem. You have a total of 60 minutes 

to answer all the problems in the Reading section.

Knowledge & Skills:
1. Interpretive communication.
2. Comprehension; inference.
3. Application of basic cultural knowledge.

Strategies:
1. Remain focused throughout this section.
2. Be familiar with the functions of the buttons, and use them to your advantage.
3. Move quickly on the problems that you are confident with; “Mark” the ones you 

wish to return to later.
4. Note-taking is unnecessary since you can go back to the reading and the 

problems.

Fig. 3-1 Reading Selections Task Breakdown

Answer keys and explanations are included at the end of the chapter.
Now, use the reading strategies discussed in this chapter to complete the follow-

ing sample problems.
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Reading Comprehension Practice
ANSWER SHEET

 1 � � � �
 2 � � � �
 3 � � � �
 4 � � � �
 5 � � � �
 6 � � � �
 7 � � � �
 8 � � � �
 9 � � � �
 10 � � � �
 11 � � � �
 12 � � � �
 13 � � � �
 14 � � � �
 15 � � � �
 16 � � � �
 17 � � � �
 18 � � � �
 19 � � � �
 20 � � � �
 21 � � � �
 22 � � � �
 23 � � � �
 24 � � � �
 25 � � � �

 26 � � � �
 27 � � � �
 28 � � � �
 29 � � � �
 30 � � � �
 31 � � � �
 32 � � � �
 33 � � � �
 34 � � � �
 35 � � � �
 36 � � � �
 37 � � � �
 38 � � � �
 39 � � � �
 40 � � � �
 41 � � � �
 42 � � � �
 43 � � � �
 44 � � � �
 45 � � � �
 46 � � � �
 47 � � � �
 48 � � � �
 49 � � � �
 50 � � � �

 51 � � � �
 52 � � � �
 53 � � � �
 54 � � � �
 55 � � � �
 56 � � � �
 57 � � � �
 58 � � � �
 59 � � � �
 60 � � � �
 61 � � � �
 62 � � � �
 63 � � � �
 64 � � � �
 65 � � � �
 66 � � � �
 67 � � � �
 68 � � � �
 69 � � � �
 70 � � � �
 71 � � � �
 72 � � � �
 73 � � � �
 74 � � � �
 75 � � � �

 76 � � � �
 77 � � � �
 78 � � � �
 79 � � � �
 80 � � � �
 81 � � � �
 82 � � � �
 83 � � � �
 84 � � � �
 85 � � � �
 86 � � � �
 87 � � � �
 88 � � � �
 89 � � � �
 90 � � � �
 91 � � � �
 92 � � � �
 93 � � � �
 94 � � � �
 95 � � � �
 96 � � � �
 97 � � � �
 98 � � � �
 99 � � � �
100 � � � �

✁
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Reading Comprehension 181

Reading Comprehension Practice

Directions: Read the following passages in Chinese. Each of them is followed 
by a number of questions in English. For each question, choose the most 
appropriate answer, and record on the Answer sheet.

Public sign for question 1.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 1. Where would you most likely see the sign?

(A) In a park
(B) In a library
(C) On a bus
(D) In a cafeteria

Poster for questions 2 and 3.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 2. What is the poster about?

(A) Family togetherness
(B) Good health
(C) New Year greetings
(D) Children’s education

 3. What does “ ” (“ ”) mean?

(A) End of the year
(B) Whole year
(C) Beginning of the year 
(D) Every year
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182 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Note for questions 4 and 5.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 

 4. What could be the father’s occupation?

(A) The father could be a doctor. 
(B) The father could be a patient.
(C) The father could be a student.
(D) The father could be a teacher.

 5. Where could the mother be right now?

(A) The mother could be in the hospital.
(B) The mother could be at her home.
(C) The mother could be in a school.
(D) The mother could be in a restaurant.

Advertisement for question 6.

[Traditional-character version]

555-586-1234

[Simplified-character version]

555-586-1234

 6. What should the tutor teach?

(A) The tutor should teach Chinese and English.
(B) The tutor should teach mathematics, Chinese, and English.
(C) The tutor should teach Chinese, English, and mathematics.
(D) The tutor should teach English and mathematics, and preferably 

Chinese as well.
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Sign for questions 7 and 8.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 7. Where would the sign most likely appear?

(A) On a bus
(B) In a library
(C) In a theatre
(D) At a high school football game

 8. What is the purpose of the sign?

(A) To inform people that they cannot sit wherever they want
(B) To inform people that there are no more available seats
(C) To inform people where not to sit
(D) To inform people of the business hours

Passage for questions 9 through 11.

[Traditional-character version]

1.  (x)    2.  ( )

6555.6555
 

[Simplified-character version]
/

  
 3  15  9  30 

1.  (x)    2.  ( )

/
6555.6555

 
 2008 3 10
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 9. What kind of document is this?

(A) This is a notification for a test.
(B) This is an ad for a construction company.
(C) This is a notification for a scheduled interview.
(D) This is a notification to tell someone that he is hired.

10. The company is most impressed by the applicant’s ______________.

(A) test scores
(B) professional knowledge
(C) degrees
(D) interview results

11. Which statement is correct?

(A) The interview is scheduled for March 15 at 10:00 pm.
(B) The applicant is seeking a position in the human resources department.
(C) The applicant has work experience in the past.
(D) The applicant must contact Ms. Chen before March 15.

Note for questions 12 and 13.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

  
 2007 12 22

12. Why did Wang Xiaoping write this note?

(A) To explain why she is good friends with her neighbor
(B) To explain why she can’t make it to work today
(C) To say that she is ill and in the hospital
(D) To say that her father is out of town

13. What is Wang Xiaoping’s occupation?

(A) Wang Xiaoping is a doctor.
(B) Wang Xiaoping is a nurse.
(C) Wang Xiaoping is a manager.
(D) Wang Xiaoping is a sales clerk.
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Passage for questions 14 and 15.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”
“ ”

14. Regarding the wife, which expression is correct?

(A) She likes to sell stuff.
(B) She is tall and fat.
(C) She is a salesperson.
(D) She likes to buy stuff.

15. What does “ ” mean?

(A) Days of spring and fall
(B) Seasons of spring and fall
(C) Year(s)
(D) Age

Passage for questions 16 through 18.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

15
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16. These are the policies likely to be seen at a ________.

(A) restaurant
(B) bookstore
(C) reading room
(D) classroom

17. What item do you need to enter the room?

(A) Notebook
(B) Pen
(C) Student I.D.
(D) Newspaper/magazine

18. Which of the following is correct?

(A) Students from other schools can enter the reading room.
(B) Students are allowed to take notes.
(C) The reading material in the room can be taken out of the room.
(D) Noise is allowed as long as it is within the room.

E-mail for questions 19 and 20.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
: 

: 2007 12 10

555-0118  make@email.com

19. What is this e-mail mainly about?

(A) Finding a Chinese tutor
(B) Finding a language partner
(C) Finding a boyfriend
(D) Finding a girlfriend
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20. Which statement below is correct about the sender?

(A) He is studying Chinese and English.
(B) He is looking for someone who speaks Chinese.
(C) He will pay.
(D) He does not care if the respondent is a man or a woman.

Passage for questions 21 through 24.

[Traditional-character version]

1. 300
2. 370 ºF 
3. 

24

[Simplified-character version]

1. 300
2. 370 ºF 
3. 

24

21. Where would this passage most likely appear?

(A) In front of a food store
(B) In a butcher shop
(C) On the packaging of a food item
(D) In a newspaper

22. What is the purpose of the passage?

(A) To advertise a new food
(B) To remind people of the expiration date
(C) To tell how to make a dish
(D) To tell people how to use a certain product

23. Which item is not mentioned in the passage?

(A) Salt
(B) Vinegar
(C) Flour
(D) MSG
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24. Which statement is correct?

(A) The packaged product lasts two years.
(B) The packaged product should be stored in direct sunlight.
(C) Water cannot be added to make this dish.
(D) The temperature when cooking with this packaged product should be 

over 370 degrees.

Degree certificate for questions 25 and 26.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
, 

  
 

25. When did the degree recipient start going to college?

(A) May 1974
(B) June 1996
(C) September 1992
(D) July 1996

26. What is the degree recipient’s major?

(A) Foreign language
(B) French language and literature
(C) Chinese language and literature
(D) Language and culture

Article for questions 27 through 29.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

27. What issue is presented in the text?

(A) Problems refrigerators can cause
(B) How refrigerators affect people’s daily lives
(C) The convenience refrigerators have brought to people
(D) How refrigerators affect people’s health

28. What kinds of pollution could be caused by placing the refrigerator in the 
bedroom?

(A) Electric and air
(B) Chemical and air
(C) Chemical and noise
(D) Noise and water

29. Why do experts recommend that people take refrigerators out of their 
bedrooms?

(A) Bedrooms are too small.
(B) It is for convenience.
(C) It makes bedrooms look bad.
(D) It is for health reasons.

Letter for questions 30 through 32.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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 : 
 2006 4 10

30. How long has Xiao Wen been in the United States?

(A) Somewhere between 10 and 20 years
(B) Several decades
(C) Less than 10 years
(D) 2 months

31. What is Xiao Wen’s main reason for going back to China?

(A) Visit grandfather
(B) Business travel
(C) Visit friends
(D) Tour

32. Where does Xiao Wen live currently?

(A) United States
(B) China
(C) Suzhou
(D) Shanghai

Advertisement for questions 33 through 35.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

$1800
555-627-3794

33. How many bedrooms are there in this apartment?

(A) One
(B) Two
(C) Three
(D) Four
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34. What kind of people definitely cannot rent the apartment?

(A) Couples with kids
(B) Female students
(C) Smokers
(D) Couples without kids

35. Which of the following descriptions of the apartment’s amenities is correct?

(A) Comes with furniture, but no water or electricity
(B) No furniture or carpet
(C) Comes with a washing machine
(D) Safe, but transportation is inconvenient

Sign for questions 36 and 37.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
2008 350 22 36 23

36. Where would the sign most likely appear?

(A) In a clock shop
(B) In a gym
(C) On a gigantic building
(D) On an envelope

37. What is the purpose of the sign?

(A) To advertise a clock
(B) To remind people of an event that will soon occur
(C) To post a news article
(D) To tell the time

News article for questions 38 through 42.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
“ 17 ”

16 226
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500 1000 5000 800

38. Where did this competition take place?

(A) Yunhai
(B) Hong Kong
(C) Taiwan
(D) Shanghai

39. Which event did not take place at the previous competition?

(A) 500 meters
(B) 800 meters
(C) 1,000 meters
(D) 5,000 meters

40. What kind of entertainment will be provided

(A) Popular Hong Kong musical
(B) Traditional South Chinese concert
(C) Taiwan folk performance
(D) Shanghai ballet

41. Where was the 16th champion team from?

(A) Shanghai
(B) Hong Kong
(C) Taiwan
(D) Not mentioned

42. Which statement is correct?

(A) There are 226 teams competing.
(B) The Shanghai Qingshan dragon boating team has a long history.
(C) Most competitors have very high skill.
(D) The Hong Kong Mingzhu team won this competition.

Passage for questions 43 and 44.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

43. What is the main topic of the text?

(A) How much water one should drink
(B) How to drink water correctly
(C) The best time to drink water
(D) How water affects health

44. What does “ ” mean?

(A) Do not drink water when your stomach is empty.
(B) If people drink water in the morning, it must be on an empty stomach.
(C) People should drink water on an empty stomach.
(D) People drink water on a very empty stomach.

Passage for questions 45 through 47.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

70 80
90

80
90

45. In the 1980s, which was not a common item that newlyweds purchased?

(A) Washing machines
(B) Color televisions
(C) Black and white televisions
(D) Cassette players
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46. In which decade were bicycles popular purchases for newlyweds?

(A) The ’90s
(B) The ’80s
(C) The ’70s
(D) The ’60s

47. During the ’90s, which item became a necessity for newlyweds?

(A) Video recorders
(B) Computers
(C) Family theatres
(D) Refrigerators

Story for questions 48 through 51.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”
“

?” “
”

“ ” 
“

” “
”

48. Xiao Zhang is an athlete on which team?

(A) Beijing basketball team
(B) Shanghai basketball team
(C) Beijing tennis team 
(D) Shanghai tennis team
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49. Why is the mom proud?

(A) Her husband placed first.
(B) Her son always places first.
(C) Her husband and son both have placed first.
(D) Her son outperformed her husband.

50. Which of the following statements regarding Lao Zhang is correct?

(A) He has placed first.
(B) He has placed in the top three.
(C) He has never gotten in the top three.
(D) He has placed third.

51. Why did the parents think their son placed first?

(A) Xiao Zhang lied in a letter he wrote.
(B) Lao Zhang read the letter wrong.
(C) Xiao Zhang put a comma in the wrong place in the letter.
(D) Xiao Zhang was winning at first, but lost at the end.

Passage for questions 52 through 55.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

52. What can be inferred from the first sentence?

(A) China has the Great Wall and Beijing duck.
(B) The Great Wall and Beijing duck are very famous.
(C) It’s regretful that I didn’t eat Beijing duck.
(D) Good men must go to the Great Wall.
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53. Regarding the capital of China, which statement is correct?

(A) The capital of the Ming Dynasty is Nanjing, and the next dynasty’s 
capital is Beijing.

(B) The Ming Dynasty had two capitals, first in Nanjing and then in 
Beijing.

(C) The Ming Dynasty had two capitals, Nanjing and Beijing.
(D) The Ming Dynasty had two capitals, first in Beijing and then in 

Nanjing.

54. Which description of Beijing duck is false?

(A) Nice-smelling and crisp
(B) Thin skin and tender meat
(C) Thin skin and lean meat
(D) A lot of fat but not greasy

55. What is the main topic of this passage?

(A) The smell of Beijing duck
(B) People who eat Beijing duck
(C) The history behind Beijing duck and its characteristics
(D) Famous places that serve Beijing duck

Story for questions 56 through 60.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
“ ”

“
”

“ ” “ ”
“ ”
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“ ”
“ ”

56. What is this article mainly about?

(A) The history behind a food
(B) A proverb regarding a food
(C) The biography of a person
(D) The development of a food

57. How old is this particular type of baozi?

(A) 14 years
(B) About 16 years
(C) 90 years
(D) Over 100 years

58. Who named the food “goubuli?”

(A) The boss
(B) The boy himself
(C) Everyone
(D) Parents

59. Which statement is correct?

(A) His boss’s restaurant was not famous.
(B) The boss was very patient.
(C) The boy opened a restaurant with his former boss.
(D) The boy learned how to make baozi very quickly.

60. What does the saying at the end of the story mean?

(A) One cannot eat baozi in Tianjin.
(B) There are no baozi in Tianjin.
(C) When in Tianjin, one must eat baozi.
(D) Everyone in Tianjin enjoys baozi.

Passage for questions 61 through 64.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

750 960 72
9000 10 3
52 6

61. How many meters is the Imperial Palace from the north to the south?

(A) 9,000
(B) 960
(C) 750
(D) 720,000

62. The main gate of the Imperial Palace faces ________.

(A) east
(B) south
(C) west
(D) north

63. How long is the wall that surrounds the Imperial Palace?

(A) 52 meters
(B) 3 kilometers
(C) 10 meters
(D) 6 meters

64. What function does the southern complex of the Imperial Palace serve?

(A) The Emperor and family members’ workplace
(B) The Emperor and family members’ living area
(C) The Emperor’s family members’ living area
(D) The Emperor’s workplace

Advertisement for questions 65 through 68.

[Traditional-character version]

www.shunmeikeyun.com
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[Simplified-character version]

 $60/$45 ( )  $110/$80 ( )
( ) 

400
 (555)555-3062; (555) 555-0190 ( )
www.shunmeikeyun.com

65. What kind of business does this advertise?

(A) Restaurant
(B) Long-distance bus
(C) Insurance company
(D) Public restroom

66. Which statement is correct?

(A) People must buy tickets before boarding the bus.
(B) Lunch is free for people with birthdays on that day.
(C) Passengers without reservations sit at the front of the bus.
(D) A bathroom is available on the bus.

67. Who may ride the bus for free?

(A) 2-year-olds
(B) Kids about 2 years old
(C) Kids older than 2 years old
(D) 2-year-olds and under

68. How much does a round-trip ticket cost for an adult?

(A) $45
(B) $60
(C) $80
(D) $110

Passage for questions 69 and 70.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
24

3000
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69. What kind of advertisement is this?

(A) A help-wanted ad
(B) A dating ad
(C) A job-seeker ad
(D) A public notice

70. Which statement is not correct?

(A) The man is graduating this year.
(B) He has good computer skills.
(C) He is proficient at writing both in English and Chinese.
(D) He is looking for a job that pays more than 3,000 yuan a month.

News article for questions 71 through 73.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
, 10˚C

4˚C 12˚C
10˚C

71. What was the highest temperature for the last few days in the city?

(A) 4˚C
(B) 10˚C
(C) Above 10˚C
(D) 12˚C

72. What is the average temperature to indicate the arrival of spring?

(A) 10˚C
(B) Above 10˚C
(C) 12˚C
(D) About 10˚C

73. Why do experts suggest that people should exercise outdoors?

(A) Because the weather is dry and humid
(B) Because the temperature is appropriate
(C) Because people can get dehydrated
(D) Because people can drink more water
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Passage for questions 74 through 76.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

74. What does “ ” mean?

(A) Something that must be bought immediately
(B) Something that is necessary
(C) Something that will come along whether you want it or not
(D) Something that is wanted

75. Which statement is correct?

(A) A lot of students have cell phones.
(B) A lot of people sell cell phones at school.
(C) A lot of students get cell phones from their parents.
(D) Students have to turn off their cell phones in classes.

76. What concerns people the most about using cell phones?

(A) How cell phones are useful
(B) Where to buy cell phones
(C) The necessity of cell phones
(D) The pros and cons of cell phones

Passage for questions 77 through 79.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
2:00

, 
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77. What kind of passage is this?

(A) Advertisement
(B) Announcement
(C) Sports news
(D) Poster

78. Why was the soccer game rescheduled?

(A) Some soccer players were not available.
(B) There were conflicts with classes.
(C) Weather conditions were unfavorable.
(D) Students had to go to their classes.

79. Which statement is correct?

(A) The soccer game was postponed until further notice.
(B) The time of the game will be posted on Tuesday.
(C) It has been snowing for several days.
(D) The classes and the game are all cancelled this Friday.

Advertisement for questions 80 through 83.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” 16 20
6 6 4 7 8

80. Where is the Huamei Cultural Center located?

(A) Beijing
(B) Nanjing
(C) America
(D) Shanghai
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81. How old do you have to be to be in the program?

(A) Younger than 16 or older than 20
(B) 16 or 20 years old
(C) Between 16 and 20
(D) Everyone is eligible

82. Where is the camp located this year?

(A) Beijing
(B) Shanghai
(C) Nanjing
(D) Hangzhou

83. Which activity is not included at the camp?

(A) Watching performances
(B) Participating in competitions
(C) Visiting places
(D) Sampling local delicacies

Advertisement for questions 84 through 87.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
5 15

5 31 6 15

84. Who sponsors this camp?

(A) A sport school
(B) A basketball team
(C) A group of professional coaches
(D) Several famous basketball players

85. When does the camp start?

(A) May 15
(B) May 31
(C) June 15
(D) July 18
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86. Which levels are offered at the camp?

(A) Elementary
(B) Intermediate
(C) Advanced
(D) All levels are offered

87. Who were invited to be the guest coaches?

(A) Professional coaches
(B) Famous athletes
(C) Two experienced counselors
(D) Basketball fans

Passage for questions 88 through 91.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” “ ”

88. What kind of family is this passage mainly about?

(A) A couple with one child
(B) A couple who can have children but don’t want to
(C) Two people in one family
(D) A couple who wants children but can’t have them
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89. Which of the following is not a reason for the couple to be “ ”?

(A) The couple doesn’t want to care for a child.
(B) The wife wants a good career.
(C) They want a new lifestyle.
(D) All of the above.

90. What does “ ”(“ ”) 
mean?

(A) Women worry about who they should depend on.
(B) Women became independent.
(C) Women should not depend on their husbands.
(D) Women have no one to depend on.

91. From the context, what does “ ” (“ ”) mean?

(A) Couples without children can separate more easily.
(B) What happens to the children when parents divorce?
(C) Two people want to enjoy life.
(D) Modern women don’t want to get married.

E-mail for questions 92 through 94.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

NBA ——
: 2006 12 10

1980 2.08
1.88 2.26

“ ” 1.90 4
6

NBA 9 1997
2002 , CBA

NBA
?

92. Who was once the captain of the Chinese national basketball team?

(A) Yao Ming
(B) Yao Ming’s father
(C) Yao Ming’s mother
(D) Yao Ming’s girlfriend

93. When did Yao Ming learn about the NBA?

(A) When he was 4 years old
(B) When he was 6 years old
(C) When he entered the Shanghai Junior Sports School
(D) When he came to the United States

94. When did Yao Ming join the NBA?

(A) 1980
(B) 1981
(C) 1997
(D) 2002

Passage for questions 95 and 96.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]
“ ”

1/4

95. What is the topic of the passage?

(A) Chinatowns of the world
(B) Chinatowns in New York
(C) Development of Chinatowns
(D) Chinatowns in the United States

96. Which statement is true?

(A) All Chinese people live in Chinatowns.
(B) There are many different restaurants in Chinatown in San Francisco.
(C) There are only two Chinatowns in the United States.
(D) Everyone who does business in Chinatown is Chinese.

Passage for questions 97 and 98.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

86% 70%

57%
20%
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97. According to the passage, what is a “ ” ( )?

(A) Different thoughts
(B) Different age groups
(C) Cultural differences
(D) Different genders

98. According to research, what percentage of kids have different hobbies from 
their parents’ expectations?

(A) 20%
(B) 57%
(C) 70%
(D) 86%

Passage for questions 99 and 100.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 99. What is the main reason for the aging population?

(A) Birth rates rising
(B) Birth rates decreasing
(C) Death rates rising
(D) Death rates decreasing and birth rates rising

100. What does the phrase “ ” mean?

(A) evitable
(B) inevitable
(C) should be avoided
(D) should not be avoided
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Reading Comprehension Practice
ANSWER KEY

 1. B
 2. C
 3. B
 4. D
 5. A
 6. D
 7. C
 8. A
 9. C
 10. B
 11. C
 12. B
 13. D
 14. C
 15. C
 16. C
 17. C
 18. B
 19. B
 20. D
 21. C
 22. D
 23. B
 24. A
 25. C

 26. B
 27. D
 28. C
 29. D
 30. C
 31. B
 32. A
 33. B
 34. C
 35. C
 36. C
 37. B
 38. A
 39. B
 40. B
 41. B
 42. C
 43. D
 44. B
 45. B
 46. C
 47. D
 48. C
 49. D
 50. C

 51. C
 52. B
 53. B
 54. C
 55. C
 56. A
 57. D
 58. C
 59. D
 60. C
 61. B
 62. B
 63. B
 64. D
 65. B
 66. D
 67. D
 68. D
 69. C
 70. C
 71. D
 72. B
 73. B
 74. B
 75. A

 76. D
 77. B
 78. C
 79. C
 80. C
 81. C
 82. A
 83. B
 84. A
 85. C
 86. D
 87. A
 88. B
 89. D
 90. B
 91. B
 92. C
 93. B
 94. D
 95. D
 96. B
 97. C
 98. B
 99. B
100. B
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ANSWERS AND ANSWER EXPLANATIONS
This section provides the correct answer to each question, along with supporting 
information from the selected materials. Detailed explanations will also be pro-
vided, in cases that are not obvious, to illustrate why the other choices are incorrect 
after the “Why not” label. Students who self-check their understanding of the 
problems and answers are more likely to learn from their mistakes.

 1. (B) This public sign means “Do not talk loudly in the room.” People who 
are in a library should be quiet, so it is reasonable to expect this sign to appear 
in a library. Why not:

(A), (D) People are usually allowed to talk loudly in a park or in a 
cafeteria.

(C) “ ” is not applicable to a bus.

 2. (C) The poster is a New Year’s greeting and includes all the wishes stated in 
(A), (B), and (D).

 3. (B) “ ” (“ ”) is a time-duration phrase that means “sustains 
the entire year.” Why not:

(D) “Every year” is a frequency phrase, not a duration phrase.
(A), (C) End of year and beginning of the year are both specific points in time, 

not duration.

 4. (D) The note mentions to call the father at his office in the school. Why 
not:

(A) This is most likely the mother’s occupation.
(C) A student doesn’t have a “ ” (“ ”) in the school.
(B) The patient is whom the mother will be operating on.

 5. (A) “Right now” is when the note is being read. So it is safe to assume that 
the mother left the house after she wrote the note and is now at the hospital. 
Why not:

(B) This is where the mother was when she left the note.
(C) This is where the father is.
(D) This is where the father will take the child for dinner.

 6. (D) This is an advertisement looking for a tutor to teach mathematics and 
English, “ ” (“ ”). However, someone who can teach 
Chinese, “ ,” is preferred. Why not:

(A) This response fails to include mathematics.
(B), (C) Both require the tutor to teach all three subjects, whereas the adver-

tisement indicates that it’s even better if the tutor can teach only 
Chinese.
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 7. (C) There are usually no assigned seats on a bus (A), in a library (B), or in 
a stadium (D).

 8. (A) The sign says “Please be seated according to your assigned seats.” People 
who are in a theatre should be seated in that fashion.

 9. (C) It says “ ” (“ … … ”). 
The interview, “ ” (“ ”), is the activity checked.

 10. (B) It is stated in the first line that the company is very impressed by his “
” (“ ”). Why not:

(A) The applicant has not taken the test yet.
(D) The interview has not taken place yet.
(C) The applicant’s degree is not mentioned in the passage.

 11. (C) As stated in the first line of the invitation letter, the company is happy 
with his work experience. Why not:

(A) The interview is scheduled for 9:30 pm, not 10:00 pm.
(B) The applicant is applying for a position as an accountant, “ ” (“

”), not for one in the HR department.
(D) The applicant may contact Ms. Chen only if he has a problem with the 

proposed interview schedule.

 12. (B) This note explains why Wang Xiaoping cannot be at work and why she 
is seeking approval to take the day off. Why not:

(A) The neighbor took Wang’s mother to the hospital, but it is not clear if 
the neighbor is a “good friend.”

(C) Wang’s mother is ill, not Wang herself.
(D) The fact that Wang’s father is out of town is only a supporting reason, 

making Wang the only person who can take care of her mother.

 13. (D) Wang’s signature at the end of the note indicates that Wang works on 
the Cosmetics team, which invalidates all other options.

 14. (C) “ ” (“ ”) indicates that the wife’s job 
is to sell merchandise. In Chinese, a phrase with “verb + noun + ” usually 
describes an occupation. For example, “ ” (“ ”) is a cook, “

” is a postman, and “ ” (“ ”) is a teacher. Here, “ ” 
(“ ”) means a salesperson. Why not:

(A) Although she is a salesperson, whether she enjoys selling remains 
unknown.

(B) The passage describes the wife as “
” (“ ”). The key words “ ” 

and “ ” (“ ”) mean that she is not tall, but overweight.
(D) Shopping is not mentioned in the passage and is irrelevant.
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 15. (C) In Chinese, the pattern “numeral + measure + ” is used to describe 
“... years” because there are exactly one spring and one fall per year. Why 
not:

(A) This response literally points to the days of spring and fall.
(B) This literally points to the two seasons of spring and fall.
(D) Age is incremented as the result of another year.

 16. (C) The answer is reading room since the word “ ” (“ ”), in rules 2 and 5, 
means “reading.”

Why not:
(A) Through “ ” (“ 15 ”), “restau-

rant” is out of the question, because this rule is only related to reading.
(B) The next clue is “ ,” instead of “ ” (“ ”), so “bookstore” can be 

eliminated.
(D) Through rule 2  “ ” 

(“ , ”), it is understood that all 
school supplies, not only notebooks and pens, can be brought into a 
classroom.

 17. (C) Policy #1, “ ” (“ ”), man-
dates that the student I.D of the school is required for admission. Why 
not:

(A), (B) “Notebook” and “pen” are the two things you can bring into the 
reading room, but they are not required.

(D) There are magazines and newspapers in the room, but they are not 
required to enter the room.

 18. (B) Policy #2, “  (“
”), implies that taking notes is allowed 

in the reading room. Why not:

(A) Policy #1, “ ” (“ ”), man-
dates that the student I.D. of the school is required. Students from other 
schools cannot be admitted.

(C) Policy #2, “ ” (“
”), mandates that the reading material in the room stays in the 

room.
(D) Policy #4, “ ” (“ ”), states that noise is not 

allowed.

 19. (B) As directly stated in both the subject line, “ ” (“ ”), and in 
the e-mail itself, “ ” (“

”). Why not:

(A) A tutor only teaches one way.
(C), (D) These responses are irrelevant.
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 20. (D) As stated, “ .” Why not:

(A) “ ” (“ ”) means he is cur-
rently studying Chinese.

(B) The sender is looking for a native speaker, “ ” (“
”), not just anyone who can speak Chinese.

(C) He says, “ ” (“ ”), indicating that he will not pay.

 21. (C) “ ,” “ ” indicate that this is some kind of instruction, 
like a recipe, that lists the ingredients in a product and its usage. “ ” and 
“ ” indicate that this product can be added to cooking for another minute, 
and that it can be stored.

 22. (D) The passage talks about how to use this product, “ ,” including the 
ingredients, how to make a dish with it (C), when it expires (B), and how to 
store it.

 23. (B) The other three items can be found in the ingredients section.

 24. (A) 24 months = 2 years. Why not:

(B) It goes on to say that this packaged product is best kept in a dry, cool 
place, “  (“

”).
(C) Water is not mentioned in the recipe, so it is irrelevant.
(D) “ 370 ̊ F ” (“ 370 ̊ F ”) suggests that the temperature 

should be kept around 370˚ F, not to exceed it.

 25. (C) As a reader is scanning the certificate, he should look for the very impor-
tant word “ ,” which connects two dates in a period of time. The first date 
is when the recipient started college, and the second date is when the recipient 
finished. Also, in China, most schools start a new school year in September. 
Look for a date in the answers that is around that time. Why not:

(A) This is the birth date of the recipient.
(B) This is when she finished college.
(D) This is when the certificate was issued.

 26. (B) Between “ ” and “ ” (“ ”), the degree recipient’s major can be 
found. “ " ( ) means French language and litera-
ture. Why not:

(A) Usually, foreign language is used for the name of a department, and it is 
too general to be a major.

(C) This is not mentioned in the certificate.
(D) This is the name of the school.
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 27. (D) This passage is about a refrigerator in a bedroom. The main idea is how 
it affects people’s health. (D) includes the other three choices. Why not:

(A) This is not entirely correct because only the second half of the passage 
discusses the problems.

(B) This is not entirely correct either because it covers only the first half of 
the passage.

(C) This only points out the specific benefits, like convenience, that 
refrigerators bring to our lives.

 28. (C) The answer is stated in the last few lines of the passage. Why not:

(A), (B) Air pollution is not mentioned in the passage.
(D) Water is not mentioned in the passage.

 29. (D) As stated in the last sentence of the passage, “ ” (“
”), so (D) is the only correct answer. Why not:

(A) “ ” (“ ”) says that there are not enough 
rooms, and that the house is small in general.

(B) This is one of the reasons why people have refrigerators in their bedrooms 
in the first place.

(C) This is not mentioned in the passage and is irrelevant.

 30. (C) As indicated in the opening line, “ ,” almost 10 years!—that is, 
not quite 10 years yet.

 31. (B) According to his letter, he is going to Shanghai for a business trip. Why 
not:

(A), (C) “ ” (“ ”) means he wants to do these things, but they are 
not the primary reasons.

(D) From “ ” (“
”), we know that he is bringing his wife 

and kids as well, but only as an added bonus.

 32. (A) Since he is going to China in a month, it is safe to conclude that he is 
not in China at this time, so that rules out (B), (C), and (D). The only choice 
that makes sense is the United States.

 33. (B) This is an advertisement for an apartment for rent. The phrase “
” (“ ”) indicates that there are two bedrooms. “ ” refers to bed-

rooms. Why not:

(A) 1 is the number of bathrooms or living rooms.
(C) 3 is the answer only if one takes “ ” (“ ”) into 

account.
(D) 4 is the total number of rooms.
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 34. (C) The ad clearly states “ ” (“ ”). Why not:

(A) couples with kids may rent because the passage does not directly address 
them.

(B), (D) “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” are preferred, “ ” 
(“ ”).

 35. (C) As stated, “ ” (“
”). The washing machine is included. Why not:

(A) The ad makes it clear that “ ” (“ ”).
(B) “ ,” carpet is included.
(D) “ ” (“ ”) means that transporta-

tion is very convenient, and the neighborhood is safe.

 36. (C) This is a countdown to a major event to create awareness and excitement. 
It is safe to assume that the countdown is updated in real time and displayed 
in public. Therefore, displaying it on a gigantic building makes the most sense 
to achieve the objectives. Why not:

(A), (B) Displaying it in a clock shop or a gym does not reach a wide 
audience.

(D) A stamp on an envelope (D) shows a static snapshot only, and cannot 
be updated in real time.

 37. (B) Why not:

(A) The text does not give any indication of promoting a clock sale.
(C) The event in the text is the Olympics, and it may seemingly be an attrac-

tive news headline. But since it is announcing “ ” (“ ”) down to 
the minutes and seconds, it is meant to be a constant visual reminder.

(D) The text tells how much time is left until the event, not what time it 
is.

 38. (A) The first line of the article clearly states “
” (“ 17 ”). Why not:

(B), (C), (D) These are the hometowns of some of the contestants, not where 
the competition took place.

 39. (B) As stated in the article, “ ” (“ 800
”).

 40. (B) As directly stated in the article, “
” (“ ”).

 41. (B) As stated in the article, “
” (“ ”). The 

team is from “ ,” Hong Kong.
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 42. (C) The answer is found in the text “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A) There are 16 teams made up of 226 athletes.
(B) The team that has a long history is from Taiwan.
(D) The Hong Kong team was the champion last year, but it placed second 

this time.

 43. (D) The first sentence of the text, “
 (“ ”), provides a clue using two 

key words, “ ”and “ .” After reading the article, one would confirm that 
these key words indeed represent the main idea. All of the other three choices 
address some aspects about how drinking water affects health.

 44. (B) Here, the phrase “ … ” means “have to” and “must.” Why not:

(A) This contradicts the phrase in question.
(C) This only partially addresses the phrase by leaving out “only in the 

morning.”
(D) This basically restates the same argument as in (C).

 45. (B) The sentence “
” (“ 80 ”) 

shows that the color TV was not on the favorite list in the ’80s yet.

 46. (C) The sentence “ ” (“70
”) shows that bicycles were a 

must in the ’70s.

 47. (D) As stated in the article, “
” (“ 80

90 ”). 
“ ” means ubiquitous.

 48. (C) The answer can be found in the first sentence, “
” (“ ”). Why not:

(A), (B) Xiao Zhang plays tennis, and has never been on a basketball team. 
But his father was on a basketball team.

(D) Shanghai is the place where Xiao Zhang’s team competed, not the city 
that his team represents.
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 49. (D) The phrase “ ” (“ ”) explains why the mom is 
particularly proud of the son’s achievement. Also, according to traditional 
Chinese cultures, it is something to be proud of when students surpass their 
teachers, apprentices surpass their masters, and a son surpasses his father. A 
Chinese proverb describes this situation as “ ” (“

”). Why not:

(A) Her husband is not an athlete anymore, and also the sentence “
” (“

”) is a rhetorical question. It is clear that he has never placed first.
(B) The text doesn’t mention whether Xiao Zhang places first often, so it 

cannot be verified.
(C) Her husband and son were athletes at different periods. At the present 

time, only her son is an athlete.

 50. (C) Lao Zhang’s comment “
”(“ ”) implies that he has never 

gotten in the top three. The pattern “ ” (“ … , 
… ”) is a hypothetical sentence, about something that would never 

happen. Why not:

(A), (B), (D) The key word “ ” expresses that Lao Zhang is not 
pleased with his performance as an athlete. He has never gotten in the 
top three.

 51. (C) Xiao Zhang explains that he meant to write “
” (“ ”), which 

means “I lost. An athlete from the Shanghai team placed first.” But he put 
the comma in the wrong place, and the sentence became “

” (“ ”), 
meaning “I beat an athlete from Shanghai, and got first place.” Why not:

(A), (B) These cannot be correct based on the explanation above.
(D) In the letter, no details are given regarding the process of the competi-

tion, so what is suggested in (D) is irrelevant.

 52. (B) The first part of the sentence comes from a poem by Mao Zedong, the 
former Chairman of China, and the last part is what travel enthusiasts say 
after visiting the country. The Great Wall and Beijing duck are what many 
consider to be the two most important aspects of China. Why not:

(A) This states a fact without emphasizing its significance.
(C) The second part of the sentence is figurative and can apply to anyone, 

but (C) makes it too personal.
(D) The first part of the sentence is a simile, but (D) interprets it literally.
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 53. (B) In the passage, the sentence “ ” (“
”), indicates that the capital of the Ming 

Dynasty started out at Nanjing, but later was moved to Beijing. Why not:

(A) This explains that the different dynasties have different capitals—that is, 
the capital of the Ming Dynasty was Nanjing, and the capital of the next 
dynasty, Qing, was Beijing. In reality, the Qing Dynasty inherited the 
second capital, Beijing, from the Ming Dynasty.

(C) This response is wrong in claiming that the Ming Dynasty had two dif-
ferent capitals at the same time.

(D) This response has the time sequence reversed.

 54. (C) The text describes Beijing duck as “ ” (smells good), “ ” (crisp), 
(A); “ ” (“ ”) (thin skin), “ ” (tender meat), (B); and 
“ ” (“ ”), (though 
a lot of fat, not greasy), (D).

 55. (C) The time phrases “ ” (“ ”),“ ,” “ ,” and “ ” 
(“ ”), and the key word “ ” (“ ”), all illustrate that the main topic 
of the passage is the history of Beijing duck. Why not:

(A), (D) These are merely subtopics of the passage.
(B) This is not mentioned in the text.

 56. (A) This answer Encompasses the other three choices, making it the most 
complete and appropriate.

 57. (D) As stated in the essay, “
” (“ ‘ ’ ”).

 58. (C) As stated in the essay, “ .” “ ” 
means everybody.

 59. (D) The boy is described as “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A) His boss’s restaurant was already quite popular at the time.
(B) This is not confirmed in the story, although the boss had actually said 

that the boy was very patient.
(C) The boy opened his own restaurant with the money he saved.

 60. (C) His statement “
” (“ ‘ ’ ”) indicates 

the significance of baozi in Tianjin. Without trying it, a trip to Tianjin seems 
wasted.
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 61. (B) As stated, “ 960 .” “ ” is a meter. Why not:

(A) This is the number of rooms.
(C) This is the length from east to west.
(D) The area is 720,000 square meters.

 62. (B) As stated, “ ” (“
”).

 63. (B) As stated, “ ” (“
10 3 ”). Why not:

(A) This is the width of the moat.
(C) This is the height of the wall.
(D) This is the depth of the moat.
Notes:  = meter (m),  = kilometer (km)

 64. (D) The function of the southern complex of the palace can be understood 
from the description “ ” (“

”). You may think of this as the “South Wing,” similar to the 
West Wing of the White House in the United States, which is the workplace 
of the president. Why not:

(A) It is not the family members’ workplace. Their living area is located in 
the north wing.

(B), (C) As stated, “ ” “
”

65. (B) The term “ ” (“ ”) indicates that the ad is about transportation. 
“ ” is “ ” (passengers). Why not:

(A) Although lunch is provided, the ad is not about a restaurant.
(C) $4,000,000 insurance coverage is included in the bus fare, but it is not 

about an insurance company, either.
(D) Although a restroom facility is available in the back of the bus, this is 

not an ad for a public restroom.

 66. (D) “ ” (“ ”). Why not:

(A) Reservations are recommended, but tickets are also available after you 
board the bus.

(B) Lunch is provided regardless of birthdays. Passengers whose birthdays are 
on the same day of the ride can ride free. Children who are two years 
old or younger also ride free.

(C) As stated, “ ” (“ ”). Passengers without 
reservations must sit in the back.
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 67. (D) The ad says that kids two years old or under can ride for free: “
” (“ ( ) 

”). Why not:

(A) This misses those under two.
(B) Two and a quarter years old is about two years old, but children of this 

age are ineligible for free rides.
(C) This contradicts the policy.

 68. (D) “ ,” also known as “ ” (“ ”), means round-trip, and “ ” 
(“ ”) is one-way. As stated, “ ” $110/80 ( ). $80 is immediately 
followed by “ ” within parentheses, which indicates that $80 is the round-
trip bus fare for a child. The reader should infer that the first amount is the 
adult’s round-trip fare. Why not:

(A) $45 is the child’s one-way bus fare.
(B) $60 is the adult’s one-way bus fare.
(C) $80 is the child’s round-trip bus fare.

 69. (C) As stated, Li hopes to find a job in a computer company, “
” (“ ”). Why not:

(A) Help wanted is an advertisement issued by someone who wants to hire 
people.

(B) The words “ ” (“ 24 ”) in the text may make 
it seem like a personal or dating advertisement. In fact, in most Asian 
countries, it is not uncommon to include gender, age, and marital status 
on a resume or job application.

(D) The advertisement text starts with the name “ ” (“ ”). This 
may seem like a public wanted notice that the authorities are looking for 
this person. However, a public notice should include the notice issuer, 
which is not found in this ad. Moreover, the “ ” (“

”) clarifies that the individual by this name is trying 
to find a job in a computer company.

 70. (C) The text indicates that the individual is “ ” (“
”), “proficient at speaking and writing English,” but his 

Chinese skills are not mentioned in the passage. Why not:

(A) As stated, “ ” (“ ”). “ ” is the current year, 
and “ ” (“ ”) means graduating from college.

(B) As stated, “ ” (“ … ”), meaning computer profi-
ciency is high.

(D) As stated, “ ” (“ 3000 ”) literally means 
“monthly salary no lower than RMB3000 yuan.”

7-9400_YAS_Chpt03.indd   2207-9400_YAS_Chpt03.indd   220 6/26/2009   2:37:31 PM6/26/2009   2:37:31 PM



Reading Comprehension 221

 71. (D) As stated, the recent temperature averages above 10˚C, i.e., 10˚C . 
“ 12˚C” (“ 12˚C”) says the highest it has reached 
is 12˚C. Why not:

(A) As stated, 4˚C is how much this year’s average is higher than the previous 
year’s, “ 4˚C ” (“ 4˚C ”).

(B) As stated, “ 10˚C ” (“
10˚C ”), meaning the average these days is above 10˚C.

(C) As stated, this is the same as in (B).

 72. (B) When “ 10˚C ” (“
10˚C ”), the average temperature reaches above 10˚C, it 
indicates that spring is here. Please refer to the explanation in #71 above for 
“Why not.”

 73. (B) As stated, “ ” (“
”). Why not:

(A) As stated, “
” (“ ”)—

that is, experts advised that the weather is dry, so everybody should be 
mindful and drink more water.

(C), (D) As stated in (A) above, (C) presents a potential risk, and (D) is a 
precaution to prevent that risk. Neither is the reason why people should 
engage in outdoor activities.

 74. (B) “ ” is something that is needed or essential. “ ” is a Chinese 
idiom that means essential or cannot be without. Why not:

(A) This is an emergency item that is needed immediately.
(C) This is something that happens to be there, not that you need it or want 

it.
(D) This is something you desire or want, but don’t necessarily need.

 75. (A) The beginning of the passage sets the tone that “
” (“ ”), i.e., cell phones are 

slowly becoming an essential item in our daily lives. It goes on to elaborate 
that “

” (“
”), i.e., many students in colleges and high schools 

have cell phones. Why not:

(B) The text offers no information about who is selling cell phones.
(C) The text offers no information about where students get their cell 

phones.
(D) While this may sound like a good policy, the text offers no information 

about it.
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 76. (D) The last sentence in the text shows that society, schools, and parents are 
very concerned about “ ” (“

”). Why not:

(A), (B) The text offers no information to support either of these two 
issues.

(C) The necessity of cell phones is certainly part of the pros and cons that 
need to be looked at when we discuss something, “ .”

 77. (B) The key points “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” and “ ” 
(“ ”) show that it is a school announcement.

 78. (C) Due to “ ” (“ ”) means consistently snowing and “
” (“ ”), weather permits, is also related to 

weather. Why not:

(A), (B) The announcement offers no supporting information for these 
choices.

(D) This is the outcome of postponing the game: Students remain in class as 
normally scheduled.

 79. (C) As stated directly in the announcement, to “ ” (“ ”).

 80. (C) In the beginning of the text, one finds out that some group is going to 
organize a camp to travel to China. This camp is especially for American 
students who want to learn Chinese language and Chinese culture during the 
summer vacation. “

” (“

‘ ’ ”). From the description, the 
organization is located somewhere other than China, based on the directional 
word “ ” instead of “ ” (“ ”). Why not:

(A) Beijing is the location of the camp, “ ” (“
”).

(B), (D) Nanjing and Shanghai are the Chinese cities that they will visit 
during the trip: “

” (“
”).

 81. (C) As stated, the age requirement for this program is “ 10 22 ” 
(“ 10 22 ”), i.e., the qualified student must be between the ages 
of 10 and 22. Why not:

(A) Younger than 16 or older than 20 is out of the requirement range.
(B) Either exactly 16 or 20 is also out of the requirement range.
(D) As stated, there is an age requirement; therefore, it is not open to 

everyone.
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 82. (A) See #80 above. The location of the camp is “ ” (“
”) (Beijing Physical Education University). Why not:

(B), (C), (D) These are merely some cities that the campers will visit during 
the trip.

 83. (B) After detailed reading, we learn that the only activity the campers are not 
participating in is the competition. Why not:

(A) As stated, “ ” (“
… ”), i.e., they will watch some cultural 

performances.
(C) As stated, “

” (“
”), i.e., they will visit places.

(D) As stated, “ ” (“ …
”), i.e., they will sample local delicacies.

 84. (A) As stated, “ ” (“
…”), the camp is sponsored by the sport school.

 85. (C) As stated, “ 5 15 5 31 6 15 ” (“
5 15 5 31 6 15 ”). Why not:

(A) May 15 is the beginning of the application period.
(B) May 31 is the last date of the application period.
(D) July 18 is irrelevant.

 86. (D) As stated, “ ” (“ ”), 
i.e., all levels are offered.

 87. (A) “ ” (“ ”) means that professional coaches 
normally teach classes. Why not:

(B) Famous athletes are special guest instructors: “
” (“ ”).

(C) Two experienced counselors are responsible for the campers’ daily routines, 
but they do not coach: “

” (“ ”).
(D) Basketball fans is not mentioned in the text and therefore is irrelevant.

 88. (B) As stated, “ ” is a transliteration of the imported English term 
DINK, i.e., double-income-no-kids, a working couple who are able to be 
parents but decide not to. Why not:

(A) One child per family is the current policy in China for families that want 
to raise a child.

(C) Two people in one family is overly general and does not indicate that they 
are a couple.

(D) This actually contradicts the definition of DINK.
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 89. (D) All three reasons were stated in the passage. Why not:

(A) As stated, “ ” (“ …
”).

(B) As stated, “ ” (“
”).

(C) As stated, “ ” (“
… ”).

 90. (B) “ ”(“ ”) can 
be translated as “women do not need to depend on anybody anymore.” Why 
not:

(A) This is a misinterpretation of the line. “ ” is no need to, and “
” (“ ”) is whoever.

(C) The passage does not take a position on what women should or should 
not do.

(D) The key word is “ ,” no need to, as explained in (A) above, not that 
they have no one to.

 91. (B) The idiom “ ” (“ ”) literally means “troubles back at 
home,” and the specific meaning of “troubles” depends on the context. The 
context here is illustrated by the third reason why a couple might not want 
children: because they want to enjoy a modern and carefree lifestyle. At the 
end of the passage, the sentence “

” (“ ”) means “just in case that 
they divorce, they do not have a lot of troubles.” One of those troubles in 
this context is what may happen to the child if the couple gets a divorce. Why 
not:

(A) This may be an important and believable reason, but it is overly general 
and does not pinpoint the “ ” (“ ”), the actual worry.

(C) Two people is too general to be considered a couple, and it fails to identify 
the worry associated with divorce.

(D) This is not mentioned in the passage, and therefore is irrelevant.

 92. (C) As stated, “ ” (“ …
”).

 93. (B) As stated, “ NBA” (“6
NBA”).

 94. (D) As stated, “2002 NBA
” (“2002 , … … NBA ”). “

” refers to the same year, 2002.
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 95. (D) “ ” (“
”), and later towards the end, “ ” (“

…”) show that the passage is mainly about Chinatowns 
in the United States. Why not:

(A) The passage doesn’t specify any Chinatowns outside of the United 
States.

(B) The passage includes the Chinatown in San Francisco, in addition to the 
one in New York.

(C) The development of Chinatowns is just one aspect of the passage, which 
also includes the demographics of the residents in Chinatowns. Again, 
this option fails to identify that the Chinatowns described in the passage 
are within the United States only.

 96. (B) As stated, “ )” (“
”). “ ” (“ ”) means too 

many to be all accounted for. Why not:

(A) As stated, “ ¼” 
(“ ¼”), i.e., the 
Chinese population in the San Francisco Chinatown is only ¼ of all the 
Chinese in the United States. Common sense also tells us that the major-
ity of Chinese people live in China.

(C) As stated, “ ” (“
”). The Chinatowns in New York and San Francisco 

are the two most famous Chinatowns in the United States, but there are 
also many other Chinatowns.

(D) “ ” (“
” ) indicates that other 

Asians are also doing business in Chinatowns these days.

 97. (C) As stated, “
” (“ ”). 

In this passage, “ ” (“ ”) (generation gap) is described as cultural dif-
ferences between a younger generation and their elders and is attributed to the 
difference in their thoughts. Why not:

(A) Different thoughts, “ ” (“ ”), is only a part 
of the definition of generation gap.

(B) Differences of age, “ ” (“ ”), is also just a part of the 
generation gap definition, as the gap exists between parents and their 
children.

(D) Different genders is not associated with the generation gap definition.
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 98. (B) As stated, “ 57% ” (“ 57%
”), i.e., 57% of kids disagree with their 

parents on the choice of their hobbies. Why not:

(A) As stated, “
” (“

20% ”), i.e., close to 20% of kids dis-
agree with their parents’ views of privacy.

(C) As stated, “ 70% ” (“
70% ”), i.e., over 70% of kids 
disagree with the choice of books outside of school.

(D) As stated, “86% ” (“86%
”), i.e., 86% of kids disagree 

with their parents on the choice of clothing.

 99. (B) As stated, “
” (“

”). The sentence explains that the primary reason 
for the increase of the aging population is, indeed, the drop in birth rates.

100. (B) The idiom “ ” means something is inevitable and definitely will 
happen.
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CHAPTER4Writing Skills

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Writing section of the AP Chinese exam evaluates a student’s presentational 
writing ability and mastery of interpretive communication skills. Students are 
expected to have attained sufficient reading skills to understand the prompts 
and to:

1. communicate information and ideas in a story narration and a response to 
an e-mail inquiry;

2. express their feelings and emotions, and exchange personal opinions;
3. demonstrate an understanding of Chinese culture;
4. apply appropriate grammatical structures to express ideas; and
5. exhibit a considerably wide variety of vocabulary that allows them to write 

fluently and accurately.

There are two tasks in the Writing section of the AP Chinese exam:

1. Story Narration is presentational writing. Students will have 15 minutes to 
write a story according to a four-picture set of prompts. Students should 
narrate the story as completely as possible, in a culturally appropriate 
fashion.

2. E-mail Response is interpersonal writing with an interpretive element. Stu-
dents will be presented with an e-mail inquiry from a friend. They will then 
have 15 minutes to read the e-mail and write a response, addressing the 
inquiry as completely and appropriately as possible.

The Writing section will take about 30 minutes in total.
To help students prepare for the Writing test, this chapter includes important 

test information, evaluation criteria, writing strategies, common writing mistakes, 
and practice prompts. The various topics suggested in this chapter are carefully 
chosen to help students practice drawing from their own experiences, and to express 
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not only their creativity, but also their views and opinions. Students are encouraged 
to fully address the prompts with fluency and accuracy, and to elaborate with rich 
vocabulary, idioms, and grammatical structures.

All writing samples in this chapter are presented in both traditional and simpli-
fied Chinese characters. Each sample will be clearly labeled as traditional or simpli-
fied. Answer explanations and examples are written first in traditional characters 
and immediately followed by the simplified counterpart in parentheses. When there 
is no parenthesized phrase, the presented characters are common in both traditional 
and simplified versions.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
The Writing free-response section will be evaluated according to the College Board’s 
scoring guidelines. As students prepare for this section, they should familiarize 
themselves with the scoring guidelines, which are described in this chapter.

The evaluation criteria for the AP Chinese exam include three main factors: task 
completion, delivery, and language use. It is important for students to understand 
the task at hand and to complete their responses fully and correctly. Incomplete or 
incorrect answers will lower their task completion score, even if they manage to 
deliver a perfect piece of writing featuring advanced language.

While evaluating students’ writing, the exam readers check for specific items in 
each of the three main categories.

Task Completion
1. Completeness: Is the prompt fully addressed and the response on topic?

2. Elaboration: Is the main idea clearly communicated with enough supporting 
details?

3. Organization: Is the writing properly organized, coherent, and logically 
connected by appropriate transitional elements?

Delivery
Some of the writing styles students may use on the exam include formal, consulta-
tive, casual, and intimate. The choice of style depends on the context of the com-
munication. While using casual slang is probably fine when writing an e-mail to a 
friend, it may be deemed inadequate for a story narration. Here, the reader examines 
if the style of language is appropriate to the context, and if it is consistently dem-
onstrated throughout the writing sample.
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Language Use
This category is where students can showcase their advanced knowledge of grammar, 
sentence structure, vocabulary, and idioms. Adequate language use enhances the 
overall effectiveness of a piece of writing, and thus will be rewarded with high 
marks.

Overall suggestions:

1. Choose words carefully. For example, use synonyms to avoid unnecessary 
repetition, and try a variety of grammatical structures.

2. Include a thesis and an appropriate and meaningful conclusion.
3. Use characters, punctuation, and grammar to show language mastery.
4. Master Chinese typing. The AP Writing test requires students to type an 

essay on a computer instead of handwriting the essay. Students must be 
careful to select the correct characters according to the Pinyin or Bopomofo 
formats, particularly with homonyms.

5. Include advanced language, such as Chinese idioms, proverbs, and meta-
phors, for an added bonus. A list of suggested idioms and proverbs for 
specific topics is provided later in this book.

SCORING GUIDELINES
Based on the student’s performance in task completion, delivery, and language use, 
scores will be awarded in 7 levels, level 0 to level 6. A description of each level 
follows, along with examples illustrating the corresponding level for Story Narration 
and for E-mail Response.

Similar to the conversation samples described in the last chapter, a response that 
earns the highest mark does not necessarily mean it is perfect or error-free. On the 
contrary, some samples are deliberately chosen to illustrate that they may still 
deserve a high mark, as a whole, regardless of some minimal errors, infrequent 
hesitation, or occasional repetition.

Some characters or phrases in the samples below are intentionally left uncorrected 
to illustrate the authenticity in the responses.
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The Story Narration example is based on these pictures:

1. 2.

3. 4.

The E-mail Response example is based on this incoming e-mail:

[Traditional-character version]
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LEVEL 6—EXCELLENT

Demonstrates excellence in both presentational and interpersonal writing.

Task Completion
• Written responses address all aspects of the tasks thoroughly.

� Narration—complete with elaboration and detail, and consistent with the 
prompt; includes a distinct introduction, middle, and conclusion.

� E-mail Response—complete with detail.
• Present ideas completely and logically, providing facts or examples if 

necessary.
• Well-organized and coherent; use appropriate transitional words and cohesive 

devices to connect paragraphs smoothly.

Delivery
• Narration and E-mail Response—Consistent use of words and phrases 

appropriate to the situation.

Language Use
• Narration and E-mail Response—Rich and appropriate use of vocabulary and 

idioms; wide variety of grammatical structures; minimal errors.

[Simplified-character version]

Level 6 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”
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COMMENT: The narration tells a complete story that includes a thorough and 
detailed beginning, middle, and end. The content is well organized and well con-
nected with the use of conjunctions. It uses a variety of rich and appropriate 
vocabulary, idioms, and grammatical structures, e.g., “ ” “ ” , “

” (“ ”) “ ”  “ ” Minimal errors—such as “ ”, “
”, “ ” (“ ”)—are acceptable as long as they do not obscure the 

meaning.

Level 6 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENT: The response addresses all aspects of the inbound e-mail inquiry in 
detail. It is a well-organized and well-connected discourse, and demonstrates appro-
priate transitional elements. It also exhibits a wide range of grammatical structures 
and rich vocabulary such as “ ”(“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), 
and “ ” (“ ”).
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LEVEL 5—VERY GOOD

Suggests excellence in both presentational and interpersonal writing.

Task Completion
• Written responses address all aspects of the given tasks.

� Narration—complete and consistent with the prompt; includes an introduction, 
middle, and conclusion.

� E-mail Response—addresses all aspects of the prompt.
• Generally good development of ideas; provide facts or examples if necessary.
• Well-organized and coherent; use transitional words and cohesive devices to 

connect different paragraphs.

Delivery
• Narration and E-mail Response—Generally consistent style of language that is 

appropriate to situation. A few inconsistencies may occur.

Language Use
• Narration and E-mail Response—Appropriate use of vocabulary, idioms, and 

grammatical structures; however, a few infrequent errors may occur.

Level 5 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
. , 

. , . 
. , 

! . 
,  , 

. , . , 
. , , 

.

COMMENT: The narration includes a beginning, middle, and end, complete with 
details and elaboration. The content is well organized using transitional elements 
and cohesive devices, e.g., “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“

”). The vocabulary and idioms are appropriate in general, but the narra-
tion does contain sporadic errors such as “ ” instead of “ ”, “

”(“ ”) instead of “ ” (“ ”). “ ”(“ ”) instead of 
“ ”,.“ ” instead of “ ”, and an unusual—yet arguably proper—noun 
“ ” (“ ”).
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Level 5 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENT: The response addresses all aspects of the inquiry. The content is well 
organized and connected with transitional elements. It contains a wide range of 
grammatical structures and appropriate vocabulary, although there are sporadic 
errors, e.g., “ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ” “ ”  and 
“ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“ ”).

LEVEL 4—GOOD

Demonstrates competence in both presentational and interpersonal writing.

Task Completion
• Writing responses fulfill the task given.

� Narration—although complete, lacks detail or elaboration; contains minor 
inconsistencies in story development.

� E-mail response—includes all aspects of the prompt, but lacks details and 
elaboration.

• Generally organized and coherent; some use of transitional elements; 
paragraphs may include loosely connected sentences.

Delivery
• Narration and E-mail Response—although generally consistent in language 

use, several inconsistencies occur.

Language Use
• Narration and E-mail Response—mostly appropriate vocabulary, idioms, and 

grammatical structures; some errors, but they generally do not obscure 
meaning.

Level 4 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]
ban. 

chu li3  zhuan , mian3 qiang2
. 

, ban .
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[Simplified-character version]
. ban. . 

chu li3   . zhuan , mian3 qiang2 . 
. , , 

ban .

COMMENT: The narration tells a complete story with a beginning, middle, and 
end, but it lacks detail from pictures #1 and #3. It includes some transitional ele-
ments and loosely connected sentences, e.g., “ ”, “ ”, “ ” (“

”). Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate.

Level 4 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

OK

COMMENT: The response completes the task but lacks detail. The content is 
generally organized, and the discourse is loosely connected. The language use is 
adequate but there are some errors that do not obscure meaning, such as “ ” 
instead of “ ”.

LEVEL 3—ADEQUATE

Suggests competence in both presentational and interpersonal writing.

Task Completion
• Written responses fit the given tasks.

� Narration—basic story, may be inconsistent in story development.
� E-mail Response—missing some aspects of the prompt.

• May lack organization and coherence; infrequent use of transitional elements; 
may include disconnected sentences.

Delivery
• Narration and E-mail Response—inconsistent use of language, and may 

include many errors.

Language Use
• Narration and E-mail Response—limited use of appropriate vocabulary and 

idioms, mostly simple grammatical structures; errors sometimes obscure 
meaning, some errors may be interference from another language.
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Level 3 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]
Yan Chan cus-

tomer Yan Chan not hard as 
Chan check husband Law, win

boss Yan

[Simplified-character version]
Yan Chan cus-

tomer Yan Chan not hard as 
Chan check husband Law, win, boss 

Yan

COMMENT: The narration tells a basic story, but “ “ ” husband “ ” 
Law” is not entirely consistent with picture #3. The content is somewhat organized 
but lacks transitional elements. The vocabulary is insufficient and is intermittently 
interrupted by another language.

Level 3 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENT: The response addresses the inquiry directly, but it does not address 
all aspects of the prompt. The content lacks organization, and limited appropriate 
vocabulary makes it hard to follow, e.g., “ ” (“

”).
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LEVEL 2—WEAK

Suggests lack of competence in both presentational and interpersonal writing.

Task Completion
• Written responses may not fit the task given.

� Narration—description or a listing instead of narration; may be inconsistent 
with prompt.

� E-mail Response—addresses only some aspects of the prompt.
• Lack organization and coherence; scattered information, minimal or no use of 

transitional elements; fragmented sentences.

Delivery
• Narration and E-mail Response—frequent use of language inappropriate to the 

situation.

Language Use
• Narration and E-mail Response—minimal appropriate vocabulary; plenty of 

errors that obscure meaning, repeated interference from another language; 
limited grammatical structures.

Level 2 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]
Chan  Yan Flor 

 chan lawyer. Yan

[Simplified-character version]
Chan  Yan Flor .  

, chan lawyer. Yan , 

COMMENT: The narration can be characterized as a description of the pictures, 
but shows little narrative skill. “ lawyer” (“ lawyer”) is not consis-
tent with picture #3. The content contains scattered information and lacks organi-
zation. It suffers from fragmented sentences and minimal use of transitional elements. 
Vocabulary and grammatical structures are minimal. There are also interruptions 
from another language.

Level 2 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
      

      

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2377-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   237 6/26/2009   2:38:03 PM6/26/2009   2:38:03 PM



238 AP Chinese Language and Culture

COMMENT: The response addresses the inquiry only marginally. The content 
lacks organization, and it contains scattered information with minimal transitional 
elements and fragmented sentences. It also includes minimal appropriate vocabulary 
and limited grammatical structures, with frequent errors such as “ ” instead of 
“ ” (“ ”), and “ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“ ”).

LEVEL 1—VERY WEAK

Demonstrates lack of competence in both presentational and interpersonal 
writing.

Task Completion
• Written responses are incomplete and difficult to follow.

� Narration—weak or no narration, inconsistent with the prompt.
� E-mail Response—very minimally addresses the prompt.

• No organization or coherence; disjointed sentences or isolated words.

Delivery
• Narration and E-mail Response—constant misuse of language; writing style 

inappropriate to the situation.

Language Use
• Narration and E-mail Response—inappropriate vocabulary; severe interference 

from another language; poor grammatical structures; frequent errors 
significantly obscure meaning.

Level 1 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]
Chan Flor-Mart check 990  

Law with Court .

[Simplified-character version]
Chan Flor-Mart . looks like . check 

990  , . Law with . Court .

COMMENT: The narration is incomplete and inconsistent with the picture 
prompts. The content lacks organization and is made up of disconnected sentences 
and isolated phrases. Insufficient vocabulary and inadequate grammatical structures 
make it very difficult to follow the story.
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Level 1 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
    

 

COMMENT: The response only minimally addresses the inquiry using very dis-
connected phrases like “ ”, “ ”(“ ”). The content exhibits insuf-
ficient vocabulary and grammatical structures, resulting in a largely incomprehensible 
text.

LEVEL 0—UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing that earns credit.

Task Completion
• Written responses completely misunderstand the task given; respond in a 

different language or dialect other than Mandarin Chinese; no response.

Level 0 Story Narration Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENT: The narration is irrelevant to the pictures.

Level 0 E-mail Response Example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENT: The response is merely a restatement of the question.

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2397-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   239 6/26/2009   2:38:03 PM6/26/2009   2:38:03 PM



240 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Free-Response Section: Writing

Type: Free Response-Writing
Number of problems: 2
Weight: 25%
Duration: 30 minutes

Directions: You will be asked to complete the following two writing tasks.
1. Story Narration: Write a narrative story based on a series of 4 pictures given 

as the main topic. (15 minutes)
2. E-mail response: Read an e-mail inquiry from a friend and write a response 

accordingly. (15 minutes)

Important Notes:
1. You cannot move back and forth between the two tasks.
2. After the 15 minutes is up from the first task, you will be moved automatically 

to the second task.

Knowledge & Skills:
1. Presentational, interpersonal, interpretive communication.
2. Application of basic cultural knowledge.
3. Keyboard inputting.

Strategies:
1. Be focused, and stay on topic.
2. The text displayed in the incoming e-mail can be switched between simplified 

and traditional characters.
3. Select your preferred input method from the pull-down list.
4. Use the displayed clock to gauge the remaining time.
5. Story Narration – include a beginning, a middle, and an end; narrate key ele-

ments from each picture.
6. E-mail Response – answer the question in detail.

Fig. 4-1 Writing Task Breakdown

TYPES OF ESSAYS
Based on the College Board’s AP Chinese Course Description 2009–2011, students 
should develop skills to write in a variety of styles, including narrative, descriptive, 
expository, and persuasive. Each type of writing invokes different aspects of the 
language that students will want to master. This section presents the necessary 
writing skills for each type of essay.

Narrative Essay
A narrative essay is an essay that tells a story. There are three important factors 
when it comes to writing narrative essays: setting, characters, and plot. A story 
should also have a conclusion and a theme. Each of these factors should be clear 
and well organized. Mostly, the plot of a story is organized chronologically, leading 
to a conclusion at the end. The advantage of writing a story this way is that the 
structure is very clear, and this method is the easiest to work with. In the Writing 
section of the AP Chinese exam, this method would be most appropriate for nar-
rating a story based on a series of pictures, as in the Story Narration question.
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When writing a narrative essay, students should keep in mind the following 
points.

1. Captivating: Capture the reader’s attention by doing more than just telling 
the story. Keep the reader’s interest by adding details and/or personal obser-
vations that invite the reader into the writer’s world. This way, the story is 
more personal and interesting.

2. Detailed: Be sure to include all the essential parts of a story, including a 
plot, characters, setting, and resolution. Adding internal and external con-
flicts can make the story more attractive. The details must be carefully 
thought out to support, explain, and improve the story.

3. Third-person voice: A narrative essay is typically written either in the first 
person, using “ ,” or in the third person, using “ ,” “ ,” or “ .” 
Although the first person point of view seems more personal, it presents a 
limited knowledge of events. The third person point of view is omniscient, 
but it may appear less personal, and readers may not relate to it as much. 
Since the Writing section requires students to narrate a story from begin-
ning to end according to a series of pictures, using the third person point 
of view would, in fact, be most appropriate.

Practice makes perfect, which is why we encourage students to practice writing 
narrative stories with a series of pictures.

First, students should outline the story according to the pictures.
Second, they will begin writing an essay with a paragraph that introduces the 

story and communicates the significance of the subject.
Next, they will use the outline to describe each part of the essay, and add specific 

details to these parts to breathe life into the story.
Generally, a narrative essay describes a series of events or a process in some sort 

of order—for example, chronological order. Students write their narratives by fol-
lowing the events as they unfurl.

Before we begin, let’s look at each of these steps in detail. Narrating a story by 
looking at a series of pictures tests one’s observation, imagination, reasoning, self-
expression, and presentational communication skills. The first thing to do is deter-
mine the topic by looking at the pictures and identifying the main point of each 
picture. Be aware of the sequence of the pictures and pay close attention to the 
important parts. It is extremely important for students to notice what happens in 
each picture, the differences between the pictures, and how they relate to one 
another. This helps students organize the sequence of events they want to present 
in the essay.

It is also essential to know which details to focus on, such as characters, objects, 
and settings that relate to the main topic. Some details provide helpful information 
for completing the story. For example, a character’s clothing may indicate what 
time or season it is; a character’s pose or gesture may indicate what he is doing or 
how he feels. Naming the characters in the story makes it easier to refer to them 
in the narration. Students should use vocabulary they are familiar with and a lot of 
conjunctions to ensure a connected flow between sentences and paragraphs, such 
as “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” “ ,” “ … ,” and “ .” 
Students should also use adjectives to describe the action and confine their story to 
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the plot shown in the pictures; irrelevant embellishments may distract students from 
the main ideas and prevent them from completing the task within the allotted 
time.

While using the following picture prompt to practice writing, students will also 
improve their vocabularies. In addition, students can practice their speaking skills 
by telling the story aloud according to the pictures. Oral storytelling can help stu-
dents exercise their imaginations and give them ideas of how to narrate the story.

The following four pictures present a story about a Chinese idiom, “ ” 
(“ ”). Students should first write the story according to the pictures, and 
then compare their own narration to the sample. The time for writing the story is 
limited to 15 minutes.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

The Story Narration task tests students’ writing ability in the presentational com-
munication mode. Whether a student receives a good score depends on if he or she 
is able to write a well-organized story with a clear progression of ideas—namely, a 
beginning, middle, and end with as much detail as possible. It also depends on 
whether the student can showcase his or her mastery of proper transitional elements 
and a cohesive strategy. The above sample essay demonstrates that the author 
understood the pictures completely and used good techniques to write the story. 
For convenience, the author named the character “ .” The author paid attention 
to the differences between pictures, then adopted the proper adverbs and conjunc-
tions, such as “ ,” “ ”(“ ”), “ ,” “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), and “

” (“ ”), to produce a coherent discourse.
In Chinese, some common words are used to describe sequence. The following 

conjunctions and adverbs are widely used in narration. Students should practice 
using these words in their own writing.

Conjunctions indicating coordination, transition, succession, progression, or 
causality

  hé and
  gēn and
  tóng and 
  yǔ and
  jí and; as well as
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  yǐjí and; as well as
  bìngqiě and; besides
  dànshì but; yet
  kěshì but
  búguò but; however
  zhèyàng so; in this way
  nàme then; in that case
  jiēzhe then; followed by
  érqiě and also; moreover
  yīncǐ therefore; so
  ránhòu then; after that; afterwards
  yúshì hence; consequently; as a result

Adverbs indicating time and frequency
 búduàn continuously; constantly

 cháng often; frequently
 chángcháng often; frequently; usually

 céng once; formerly
 céngjīng once; formerly
 chóngxīn again; once more
 gǎnjǐn in a hurry
 gǎnkuài in a hurry

 gāng just 
 gāngcái just now
 gānggāng just
 hòulái afterwards
 jiànjiàn gradually; little by little

 jiāng be going to; only just; will
 jiāngyào will; close to (a certain period of time)
 jīngcháng often; frequent

 jiù emphasizes that something occurs early
 jiùyào will; shall; close to (a certain of time)

 kuài almost
 lìjí immediately; as soon as
 lìkè immediately; as soon as; at once
 lǚcì repeatedly; time and again
 mǎshàng immediately; at once
 qíjiān meanwhile
 ránhòu then; after that
 shǐzhōng all along
 tūrán suddenly

 yǐ already
 yǐjīng already
 yǐhòu after; afterwards; later
 yǐqián before; formerly

 yòu again
 zài again; once more
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 zàisān over and over
 zhèngzài indicates an action in progress
 zhōngyú finally; at last
 zǒngshì always
 zǒngsuàn at last; finally
 zuìhòu final; in the end

NARRATIVE ESSAY WRITING TIPS

1. The story should contain all three essential factors: plot, characters, and 
setting.

2. The story should be written in complete paragraphs, with a logically structured 
content.

3. The story should demonstrate the student’s ability to choose the appropriate 
vocabulary and to adopt a wide range of grammatical structures.

4. The progression of the story should be narrated with a suitable selection of 
transitional elements.

5. The story should contain few, if any, typographic errors. Students should avoid 
mistakes like typing the correct pronunciation but choosing the wrong charac-
ter, or typing an incorrect pronunciation to start with and consequentially choos-
ing the wrong character.

Descriptive Essay
A descriptive essay is an essay that describes a person, place, or thing. It can be 
either objective or subjective. In an objective descriptive essay, students describe 
physical objects by providing facts, not opinions. In a subjective descriptive essay, 
students write about what they perceive in all five senses, including details such as 
height, weight, color, and smell, and their feelings toward the object. The purpose 
of a descriptive essay is to capture the reader’s imagination so that he or she can 
visualize the things being described. It is important for students to carefully select 
specific, concrete details to support their dominant impression.

Descriptive essay writing techniques may be useful in Story Narration or E-mail 
Response questions. For example, the pictures in a Story Narration may present an 
opportunity to depict people, animals, or scenery.

When writing a descriptive essay, students should keep in mind the following 
points.

1. A descriptive essay focuses on a person, a place, a memory, an event, or 
an experience. Students should start with the obvious, then develop and 
describe.

2. Students should provide plenty of specific descriptions to give readers a 
complete and vivid perception and impression.

3. Students should choose appropriate words that convey their emotions or 
perspectives, and use words that appeal to the reader’s senses.

4. Students should create a clear pattern of organization and use a wide range 
of grammatical structures.

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2457-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   245 6/26/2009   2:38:04 PM6/26/2009   2:38:04 PM



246 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Describing an Animal:

Students might need to describe an animal when narrating a story or introducing 
an animal in one of the four pictures. Describing an animal is a good topic for a 
descriptive essay. The following is a sample essay describing a cat.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

In the first sentence, the writer begins with a confession that cats are his favorite 
animal, because they are “ ” (“ ”). 
Then, the writer describes his lovely cat with specific details, such as its appearance, 
daily routine, and habits. The conclusion paragraph summarizes the writer’s senti-
ment about the cat: “ ” (“

”).

Describing a Place:

When asked to describe a place, such as a room or a park, try to use sentences that 
indicate the existence of certain objects at the given place. The following is a sample 
essay that describes a room.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

This essay includes the three types of sentences: sentences with “ ,” “ ,” and 
“Verb- ”(“Verb- ”). For example: “

” (“
”).

Writing a descriptive essay requires students to master a variety of descriptive 
vocabulary and appropriate expressions. A wide-ranging vocabulary helps students 
create vivid images and enhance readers’ interest in the essay. Adjectives, preposi-
tions, directional words, directional complements, descriptive complements, and 
sentences are very important and practical for writing this type of essay.

Describing a Country or City:

It is likely that students will be asked to describe a country or a city in an E-mail 
Response. Students might also need to describe a place in the Cultural Presentation 
part of the Speaking section. When describing countries and cities, students should 
communicate the significance of the place, its physical location, size, geography, 
climate, culture, population, and so on. The following is a sample essay.

[Traditional-character version]
600

300

[Simplified-character version]

300
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For practice, students can describe their own cities, towns, or somewhere they want 
to live. They should make an effort to tell their readers where the city is located 
and why it is special. Students may also want to explain the history behind the 
place or predict what the city might be like in the future.

The following words and phrases related to directions can be useful when describ-
ing a place:

 dōng east
 nán south
 xī west
 běi north 

 dōngběi northeast 
 dōngnán southeast
 xīběi northwest
 xīnán southwest

 qián front
 hòu back; behind
 zuǒ left
 yòu right

 zhōngjiān center; middle
 lǐmian inside
 wàimian outside
 duìmiàn opposite
 shàngmian above; over; top 
 xiàmian below; under
 dǐngshang top
 dǐxia bottom
 jiǎoshang corner
 pángbiān side
 sìzhōu around
 yuǎnchù beyond
 jìnchù nearby
 xiàngshàng up
 xiàngxià down
 cháoshàng up
 cháoxià down

…  zài…zhīshàng over
…  zài…zhīxià beneath

 zài fùjìn round about
 zhōuwéi round about
 āi zhe next to

 jǐn āizhe close to
 yánzhe along
 shùnzhe along
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Describing a Person:

Describing people requires students to record not only their physical characteristics, 
but also their movements, postures, emotions, personalities, and idiosyncrasies. 
Everyone’s family background, profession, class, and experience is different, and 
they may all affect people’s appearances. Sometimes, describing a person’s physical 
appearance may reveal a lot about a person’s personality. Describing people also 
requires students to depict what people are wearing or carrying.

The following is a passage that describes a person.

[Traditional-character version]
17

T

[Simplified-character version]

The following words and phrases can be used to describe the physical characteristics 
of a person:

 niánlíng age
 .  .  .  duōsuì more than  .  .  .  years old

 .  .  .  shàngxià about  .  .  .  years old
 .  .  .  zuǒyòu about  .  .  .  years old

 shēngāo height
 ǎi gèzi short man; to be short
 gāogèr big man; to be big

 shēncái figure 
 miáotiao slender

 pàng fat
 tíngtíng yùlì to stand tall and graceful
 xiǎoqiǎo línglóng small and nimble
 gāodà kuíwú tall and strong
 réngāo mǎdà tall and strong
 shēnqiáng lìzhuàng healthy and strong

 jiǎojiàn strong and vigorous
 shòuxiǎo kūgān thin, small, and emaciated

 pífū skin
 bájing fair and clear
 guānghuá smooth
 guāngjié clear
 cūcāo rough skin
 zhòuwén wrinkle
 liǎnsè complexion
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 hóngrùn rosy
 cāngbái pale
 huī’àn ashen and gray
 yǎnjing eyes
 míngliàng bright
 qīngchè clear

 shuīwāngwāng bright and sparkling
 liàngjīngjīng bright

 fàxíng hairstyle
 chángfà long hair
 duǎnfà short hair
 juǎnfà curly
 zhífà straight

 liúhǎir bangs
 chuānzhuó clothing
 pǔsù simple; plain
 zhěngjié clear

 pòpò lànlàn worn-out clothes
 zānghūhū dirty

 shímáo stylish; in vogue
 tǔqì rustic; uncouth
 jīngshén psychosis
 huópō natural and lively
 kāilǎng open; cheerful
 lèguān hopeful; optimistic
 wénjìng gentle and quiet
 dāibǎn stiff; rigid

 chénmò guǎyán of few words; reticent
 wújīng dǎcǎi listless; out of sorts
 jīngshén dǒusǒu spirits

The AP Chinese exam will not require students to write an entire essay describing 
a person. However, the ability to do so might be necessary when describing a char-
acter in a Story Narration. When practicing, students should try to describe people 
they know, such as family members, friends, classmates, teachers, and famous 
people. To write a good description, students must observe people’s physical char-
acteristics, especially how one person differs from another. Students should focus 
their descriptions on the senses, and provide vivid and specific details that show, 
rather than tell, readers what they are describing.

Describing Scenery:

When writing a Story Narration, students may need to describe scenery according 
to the pictures. The most important thing is to be extremely observant. Students 
need to leave a lingering impression with their descriptions. Write what you “see” 
rather than what you “know,” and organize the essay by what is seen first through 
what is seen last. Correctly used adjectives and adverbs will make the essay’s struc-
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ture clear. Students may also present an opinion or feeling through their descrip-
tion. The following is a writing sample by a Chinese language learner, which 
contains a structure deficiency. Understanding the structural error in the essay will 
help students improve their writing skills.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

This is a description about a schoolyard after snowfall. The author carefully uses 
metaphors to describe the beauty of this scene. The writer also uses idioms, such 
as “ ”(“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”), and exclamatory sen-
tences correctly. The essay reveals that the author appreciates the beauty of the 
scenery and how snow brings joy to people. However, the essay structure does not 
present his observations in a clear order. The following rewrite reconstructs the 
order, giving the essay a proper structure.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

The difference between the two sample essays lies in their structure. The new essay 
adds the verbs “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” and “ ”( “ ”), which appeal to 
the senses. The writer invites readers into the scene, which makes people happy. 
When writing about the classroom, the author makes orderly observations, from 
the ceiling to the floor, and from far to near. When writing about the field, the 
author uses “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”) to describe the scene in a more 
orderly fashion. The first sentence is changed to “ ” (“

”), which connects it to the last sentence, “
” (“ ”), making the essay 

more vivid and meaningful.
Note that the AP Chinese exam does not require students to write a descriptive 

essay about scenery but again, the ability to do so might be necessary in Story 
Narrations. Students should be mindful that, while the scenery may not be the 
main point of an essay, it may well be a crucial supporting detail. Therefore, 
although one may not need to describe every aspect of the scenery, picking out a 
couple of features that seem the most important can add depth to the essay.

The four seasons are often used in descriptive essays. The following are the idioms 
for each season. Students should understand these idioms, and learn how to use 
them in written and spoken language.

  chūnnuǎn huākāi spring blossoms
  bǎihuā shèngkāi blaze of flowers
  fēnghé rìlì fine and warm
  niǎoyǔ huāxiāng  birds sing and flowers release 

 fragrance
  yǔhòu chūnsǔn  mushroom like bamboo 

 shoots after a spring rain

  lièrì yányán extremely hot
  mǎntóu dàhàn profusely hairy
  cùncǎo bùshēng lane is not long grass
  lièrì dānkōng scorching hot and dry
  bàofēng zhòuyǔ a prodigious storm
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  qiūgāo qìshuǎng high sky and bright autumn
  jǐngsè yírén offering enchanting views
  qiūfēng luòyè autumn leaves
  wǔgǔ fēngdēng have a bumper harvest
  qiūfēng xiāosè autumn wind is sighing

  bīngtiān xuědì world of ice and snow
  báixuě mángmáng snow everywhere
  hándōng làyuè severe winter
  màntiān fēixuě snow all over the sky
  tiānhán dìdòng  the weather is cold and the 

 ground is frozen

DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY WRITING TIPS

1. When planning, students should know what or whom they want to describe 
and the particular qualities they will focus on.

2. When drafting, students should consider the importance of the senses and 
include details that give readers a vivid impression.

3. When revising, students should add sufficient details and descriptions.
4. Finally, students should make sure that the essay focuses on one topic and 

that it is structured in the most effective way.

Expository Essay
An expository essay shares, explains, suggests, or explores information and ideas 
without any bias. The expository essay is formatted the same way as any other essay; 
it should be clear in its purpose and have a distinct main idea. The function of the 
expository essay is to present other people’s views or to report an event or situation. 
The expository essay should: 

1. Capture the significance of the topic. A certain topic might have several 
different facets, but not all of them have to be included in the essay.

2. Be aware of the audience. The same topic can be written differently depend-
ing on who’s reading it. Students should remember the age, gender, class, 
level of education, occupation, and so forth of their intended readers. For 
example, the harmful effects of smoking are an important issue for many 
people. However, the effects are different for different people.

3. Make sure that the facts, especially numerical data regarding quantity, level, 
quality, and space, are accurate.

4. Introduce knowledge without being too literal.
5. Organize information well. Words such as “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” and “

” (“ ”) are useful for presenting facts in a clear and orderly fashion.
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The two different tasks in the Writing free-response portion of the AP Chinese 
exam—Story Narration and E-mail Response—both require strong expository 
writing skills.

There are a variety of ways to develop an expository essay. It is important to fully 
understand the topic, to focus on the most important characteristics of the topic, 
and to keep the audience in mind.

First analyze the essay topic. The task prompt presents a broad topic, and stu-
dents can expand on this topic as much as they want to, within reason. This also 
allows students to write about a particular aspect of the topic that is familiar to 
them. In other words, the exam provides a broad topic that can be seen from a 
number of perspectives. Students simply need to define the aspect of the topic they 
are writing about and present it straightforwardly.

For example, the AP Chinese exam might require students to respond to an e-
mail by introducing their school library, which contains elements of an expository 
essay. Classifying multiple subjects by certain criteria is a good technique to use in 
this kind of writing. The following sample is written without using the classification 
technique.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

The sample is revised and clarified below:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Comparing the two versions of the sample, classifying the books into different cat-
egories makes the topic clear and logical. Note that the books here are classified 
more than once, but only one criterion is applied for each class.

Using graphs, statistics, and charts in an essay can also help students express their 
ideas more clearly. Sometimes, using quotes from famous writers, idioms, proverbs, 
and other materials makes the essay more concrete. Students should practice writing 
expository essays by combining several of these techniques. In some cases, it is hard 
to write an effective essay using a single technique. Which technique or how many 
techniques to apply should be determined by the writer’s treatment of the topic.

Sometimes, the prompt may ask for instructions, which means the student needs 
to provide step-by-step instructions to teach readers to complete a task. The fol-
lowing sample essay gives step-by-step instructions for making a Christmas card.
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[Traditional-character version]

A4

[Simplified-character version]

A4

The essay first lists the materials that are required to do this project. Then, the essay 
guides readers carefully through the instructions to ensure that the outcome is 
correct. The language is simple, the structure is clear.

Careful wording and usage make instructions in an essay more understandable 
and vivid. The following sample essay shows how to apply this technique to describe 
the procedures for carving and eating Peking duck. Pay close attention to the sen-
tence structures, which are widely used in expository essays.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

This essay is very specific and easy to understand. The verbs used in the essay were 
carefully chosen. For example, the author uses “ ” (carve) instead of “ ” (cut), 
which shows the quality of the cutting; the writer also uses “ ”(“ ”), “ ”(“ ”), 
“ ,” “ ,” and “ ” (“ ”) to explain eating ducks. Each of those verbs indicates 
a specific action. The nouns and measure words are very appropriate, such as “

”(“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” “
” (“ ”), and “ ”(“ ”). The writer uses idioms, such 

as “ ”(“ ”) (which is actually a simile) and “ ”(“
”), to make the descriptions vivid. Note that the author also uses the “ ” sen-

tence structure a couple of times: “ ” (“ ”), “
” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), and 

“ ” (“ ”). Another sentence structure used in the essay is a 
resultative complement construction, as in “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “

,” “ ” (“ ”), “ ”(“ ”), and “ ”(“ ”), which describes 
the actions accurately and vividly. “ ” sentences and resultative complement con-
structions are commonly used in expository essays. Overall, this sample essay is 
quite advanced. It is well organized and coherent, with a clear progression of ideas. 
Its use of proper transitional elements and consistent devices is very good.

EXPOSITORY ESSAY WRITING TIPS 

Attention to the following points:
1. The thesis statement should be defined narrowly enough to be supportable 

within the essay.
2. Each supporting paragraph should have a distinct controlling topic and all other 

sentences should be data directly and factually supporting the topic. Transi-
tional elements and cohesive devices should help the reader follow along and 
support the essay’s logic.

3. The concluding paragraph should restate the thesis and the main ideas.
4. The essay should finish with a statement that reinforces the key topics.
5. New material should never be introduced in the conclusion.

Persuasive Essay
A persuasive essay tries to prove a point by making a logical, ethical, and emotional 
appeal to readers. Persuasive essays present information about a controversial subject 
and also an argument debating the pros and cons of the subject. The author has to 
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clearly take a stand and write as if he or she is trying to persuade an opposing audi-
ence to accept new beliefs.

Persuasive writing skills may come in handy on the E-mail Response task in the 
Writing free-response section of the exam. The task assesses students’ interpretive 
communication skills (understanding what is being asked of them) and their pre-
sentational and interpersonal communication skills (delivering the response). When 
approaching this task, students should discuss the topic in general first, then choose 
one feature of that topic and describe the details, such as what they like or dislike 
about it. Students should justify their opinions with strong examples that befit the 
persuasive essay style.

The following is an e-mail about “chasing stars” and a sample response.

E-mail:
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Response:
[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

As shown in the sample response, the essential factors of the persuasive essay include 
the thesis, the argument, opposing viewpoints, and the conclusion. The thesis, 
which is the key point the writer wants to present, must be clear, accurate, and 
concise. Usually, the thesis is extensively discussed in the middle of the essay and 
stated again in the conclusion, along with the supporting arguments. The argument 
should include evidence that appeals to logic, ethics, and emotions.

The argument of the above essay is that students are wasting valuable time 
chasing after stars, not to mention their parents’ hard-earned money. The essay 
begins by restating the problem, then presenting an analysis, and finally proposing 
a solution. In this case, the author offers his analysis of the kind of damage “chasing 
the stars” could cause and makes an effort to persuade readers to accept his proposal 
to stop this behavior.

The AP Chinese exam does not require students to write a persuasive essay. 
However, having the ability to do so improves students’ overall writing skills. Since 
the time allotted for each writing task is 15 minutes, it is unrealistic to expect stu-
dents to write a thoroughly persuasive essay during the exam. However, the follow-
ing outline can be used to structure a streamlined persuasive essay that adequately 
addresses the key points.
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I. Introduction
 A. Capture readers’ attention with a “hook”
II. Analysis
 A. Offer own opinions
 B. Present opposing arguments
III. Conclusion
 A. Present rebuttal evidence in favor of own viewpoints
 B. Add a personal call to action or solution

PERSUASIVE ESSAY WRITING TIPS

Because a persuasive essay requires logical, concise, and powerful language, 
the following three types of sentence structures will be particularly helpful when 
writing one:

1. The conditional sentence structure using “ ”(if–then). This structure usually 
describes a hypothetical case.

2. The sentence structure with “ ,” “ ,” or “ .” This structure may appear 
to agree with the opposing view in the first sentence, but turns the argument 
around completely using “ ,” “ ,” or “ ”

3. The rhetorical sentence structure with “ ” (“ ”). This structure usually 
emphasizes a key point.

Besides sentence structure, some words and phrases used for transitioning from one 
idea to the next are important in persuasive writing.

Adding Information
  bìngqiě and

 búdàn  .  .  .  érqiě not only  .  .  .  but also
  hái also; still

 érqiě moreover; furthermore
 cǐwài  moreover; furthermore 

 (more formal)
 lìngwài in addition (more formal)

Giving Examples
 lìrú for example; for instance

…   yǐ  .  .  .  wéilì for example
… tèbiéshì specifically; in particular

 shǒuxiān first
 qícì second; another
  zuìhòu last; finally
 dìyī the first
 dì’èr the second

Showing a Contrast
 dànshì but
 kěshì but
  búguò however; but
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 yì fāngmiàn on the one hand
 lìng yì fāngmiàn on the other hand

  fǒuzé otherwise (more formal)
 yàoburán otherwise

 xiāngfǎn in contrast
 fǎnzhī otherwise; in contrast (more formal)
 fǎn’ér instead; on the contrary; but

Showing a Concession
 rán’ér  however; nevertheless; yet (more 

 formal)
 dànshì yet
 réngrán nevertheless (more formal)
  suīrán even; although

  suīrán rúcǐ even so
  jǐnguǎn although; despite
 jíshǐ even though

Showing a Similarity
  tóngyàng likewise

  yǔcǐ tóngshí similarly (more formal)

Showing a Result
  nàme so
 yīncǐ so; therefore; consequently
 suǒyǐ therefore
 yīn’ér thus (more formal)
  jiéguǒ as a consequence; as a result
  cóng’ér consequently (more formal)

Showing a Supposition
 shìfǒu whether  .  .  .  or
 jiǎrú if  .  .  .  (then)
 rúguǒ if
 yàoshì if

Explaining or Emphasizing
  shíjìshang in fact; actually

  huàn jùhuàshuō in other words
 huànyánzhī in other words (more formal)
 yějiùshì namely

 jí namely (more formal)

Giving an Alternative
 huò or

…  huòzhě either  .  .  .  or
…  jìbù  .  .  .  yěbù neither  .  .  .  nor
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WRITING STRATEGIES
On the AP Chinese Writing test, it is very important to understand the task at 
hand before starting to write. For the Story Narration task, students should ask 
themselves, what is the main topic of the picture prompt? For the E-mail Response 
task, what is the subject of the e-mail prompt that requires a response? Before 
writing, determine which elements from the various types of essays, as described in 
the previous sections, may work well for the task. Drafting an outline of the main 
points from the prompts also helps. Identify the introduction, development, and 
conclusion and introduce facts, details, and examples to develop the body of the 
essay. Appropriate transition words are needed to connect the sentences and para-
graphs so that the essay is easy to read. Use the concluding paragraph to summarize 
the main ideas of the essay or restate them in different words.

Applying a variety of grammatical structures correctly increases the likelihood of 
receiving high marks. Double-check the Chinese characters, as incorrect homonyms 
may obscure the original intent.
Keep in mind that:

1. Adding too much unnecessary information may waste precious time that 
you will need to complete the task.

2. Practice writing on a variety of topics. Be creative and flexible when selecting 
essay types.

3. Regardless of the writing prompts, stay on topic and provide supporting 
details or specific examples whenever possible.

4. Avoid repetition by applying a rich variety of vocabulary, idioms, and 
grammatical structures. A collection of Chinese idioms and proverbs is 
included later in the book.

COMMON WRITING MISTAKES
The most common mistakes on written tests are:

1. the writing style or language is incorrect;
2. the essay is off-topic;
3. the logic is unclear; and
4. grammatical errors obscure meanings.

This section discusses grammatical problems that often result in lower scores. Each 
problem is explained with one or more examples.

Explanations of Common Mistakes

Subject/Verb Disagreement (1–3)

[Traditional-character version]
1. 

[Simplified-character version]
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The noun “ ” (“ ”) and the verb “ ” (“ ”) in the sentence “
” (“ ”) disagree. The verb “ ” (“ ”) means “horses run 

fast”; this word can also refer to a car, but not to a person. Students should use “
” or “ ” instead.

[Traditional-character version]
2. 

[Simplified-character version]

The subject in the first part is not clear. The verb “ ” should be paired with “
,” not “ ” (“ ”). To correct this sentence, students should get rid of “
” (“ ”), which changes the sentence to “ .” Another way to fix 

this sentence is to add another verb, “ ,” which changes the original sentence into 
“ ” (“ ”).

[Traditional-character version]
3. 

[Simplified-character version]

The subject in the sentence is not clear. The verb “ ” (“ ”) should be paired 
with “ ,” not “ ” (“ ”). To correct this sentence, address “ ,” and 
“ ” (“ ”) separately. This changes the sentence to “

” (“ ”).

Verb/Object Disagreement (4–5)

[Traditional-character version]
4. 

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” (“ ... ”) is the part that disagrees in this sentence because 
“ ” (“ ”) cannot apply to “ ” (“ ”). Instead, the sentence should be 
“

” (“
”).

[Traditional-character version]
5.  

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” and “ ” (“ ”) cannot be used with “ .” Each object should be 
given its own verb. The original sentence is corrected to read “
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” 
(“

”).

Misplaced Modifiers (6–10)

[Traditional-character version]
 6. 

[Simplified-character version]

The noun “ ” can be modified by “ ” (“ ”), not “ ” (“ ”). “
” (“ ”) should be deleted.

[Traditional-character version]
 7. 

[Simplified-character version]

The verb phrase “ ” (“ ”) used as a modifier does 
not match the noun, i.e., “ ” (“ ”) cannot be “ .” There are two ways 
to correct the sentence:
1) “ ” is changed to “ ” or “ ” (“ ”) as the modifier of “ ” 

(“ ”);
2) “ ” (“ ”) is deleted. The correct sentence would be “

” (“
”).

[Traditional-character version]
 8. 

[Simplified-character version]

The idiom “ ” (“ ”) indicates keeping on saying, and the word “
” (“ ”) means deceiving, so “ ” (“ ”) cannot modify “ ” 

(“ ”). “ ” (“ ”) can be replaced by “ .”

[Traditional-character version]
 9.  

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” should be replaced with “ ” (“ ”), as it cannot be used with “ ” 
(“ ”).
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[Traditional-character version]
10. 

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”(“ ”) can be used with “ ” (“ ”), but not with “
” (“ ”). “ ” (“ ”) can be used with another verb, such 

as “ .”

Redundancy and Fragments (11–14)

[Traditional-character version]
11.  

[Simplified-character version]

This sentence is a fragment because it is missing a subject. Deleting “ ” (“ ”) 
and “ ” can fix this problem, as “ ” (“ ”) becomes the 
subject.

[Traditional-character version]
12. 

[Simplified-character version]

This sentence is a fragment because it uses prepositions instead of a subject. Delet-
ing “ ” fixes this problem.

[Traditional-character version]
13.  

[Simplified-character version]

This sentence is a fragment because the predicate isn’t completed and the second 
half of the sentence has changed the subject from  to . Adding 
a verb after “ ,” such as “ ” (“ ”) or “ ” (“ ”), fixes this problem. 
The original sentence is changed to “

” (“
”).
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[Traditional-character version]
14. 

[Simplified-character version]

In Chinese, some verbs require a noun-phrase object. Missing this object turns a 
sentence into a fragment. The verb “ ” (“ ”) misses its object. Adding the 
object “ ” corrects the sentence: “

” (“ ”).

Missing Modifiers (15–16)

[Traditional-character version]
15. 

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” (“ ”) needs a modifier to express that getting into college is extremely 
hard. The absence of “ ” (“ ”) before “ ” (“ ”) in the sentence 
makes it seem that getting into college is easy.

[Traditional-character version]
16.  

[Simplified-character version]

The second sentence is missing the word “ ” (respectively). This mistake may 
cause confusion (it is unknown which gift is given to whom) or a misunderstanding 
(each person receives all three things). The correct sentence is “

” (“
”).

Redundancy in Subject, Predicate, and Object (17–19)

[Traditional-character version]
17. 

[Simplified-character version]

This sentence is redundant because it has an extra “ ” (“ ”). Deleting “
” (“ ”) corrects the sentence: “

” (“
”).
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[Traditional-character version]
18. 

[Simplified-character version]

The idiom “ ” (“ ”) working as a verb means being used to some-
thing, so “ ” is redundant. Deleting “ ” changes the original sentence into 
“ ” (“

”). An alternative correction is “
” (“ ”), in which “ ” is fol-

lowed by the idiom “ ” (“ ”).

[Traditional-character version]
19.  

[Simplified-character version]
25

The verb “ ” (“ ”) already contains the object “ ” (“ 25
”), so the second object, “ ,” (“ ”) is redundant.

Redundant Modifiers (20–22)

[Traditional-character version]
20. 

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” and “ ” have the same meaning. Deleting either one of the modifiers 
fixes the redundancy problem. For example, “

” (“
”)

[Traditional-character version]
21. 

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” and “ ” (“ ”) have the same meaning. Deleting either one of the 
modifiers eliminates the redundancy. For example, “

”(“ ”)
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[Traditional-character version]
22. 

[Simplified-character version]

Two modifiers “ ” “ ” for “ ” (“ ”) cause a redundancy problem. 
Deleting one of the two corrects the sentence: “ ” 
(“ ”), or “ ” (“

”).

Incorrect Word Order (23)

[Traditional-character version]
23. 

[Simplified-character version]

The word order in this sentence is incorrect because, in Chinese, the modifier 
cannot be placed at the end of the sentence. The correct sentence is “

” (“ ”).

Conjunction Mistakes (24–26)

[Traditional-character version]
24. 

[Simplified-character version]

In the second sentence, the writer confuses “ ” with “ ,” and “ ” 
with “ .” “ ” has a hypothetical meaning, which does not fit the context. 
The correct sentence is “

” (“
”)

[Traditional-character version]
25. 

[Simplified-character version]

The structure “ A B” means that it is not A, but B. In this case, the writer 
misuses the conjunction “ ” for “ ” (“ ”). The correct sentence should 
be “ ” (“

”).
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[Traditional-character version]
26. 

[Simplified-character version]

Both “  ... ” and “  ... ” describe conditions, but “  ... ” tends to 
be limiting and negative (it won’t happen unless) while “ ... ” tends to be 
expansive and positive (it will happen as long as). Here, the context and logic call 
for “ ,” not “ .”

Pronoun Mistakes (27)

[Traditional-character version]
27. 

[Simplified-character version]

In this sentence, the writer confuses plural and singular words. Changing “
” to “ ” (“ ”) fixes the problem.

Misuse of Measure Words (28–29)

[Traditional-character version]
28. 

[Simplified-character version]

The measure word is misused. Instead of “ ,” it should be“ .”

[Traditional-character version]
29. 

[Simplified-character version]

The author only provides a measure word for the first object, but leaves out the 
measure word for the second object. Adding “ ” (“ ”) for the second object 
fixes the problem.

Misuse of Idioms and Proverbs (30)

[Traditional-character version]
30. 

[Simplified-character version]

The author misuses “ ” to describe the spring festival because this idiom 
has a negative connotation. Changing it to “ ” (“ ”) fixes the 
problem.

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2687-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   268 6/26/2009   2:38:09 PM6/26/2009   2:38:09 PM



Writing Skills 269

Mistranslations (31–32)

[Traditional-character version]
31. 

[Simplified-character version]

The writer translates “make money” into Chinese as “ ” (“ ”). However 
“ ” (“ ”) in Chinese means making counterfeit money. The correct transla-
tion is “ ” (“ ”) or “ ” (“ ”).

[Traditional-character version]
32. 

[Simplified-character version]

The writer translates “rich people” to “ ” (“ ”). However, “ ” (“ ”) 
means a person with power or with influence over people. The correct translation 
is “ ” or “ ” (“ ”).

Unprofessional Language (33)

[Traditional-character version]
33.  

[Simplified-character version]

Written formal language doesn’t allow for words such as “ ,” “ ,” and “
.” Substitute them with the more formal terms “ ” (“ ”), “
,” and “ ” (“ ”). 
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Writing Skills Practice
The following section provides a variety of topics for essay-writing practice. For 
each topic, there is a picture stimulus for Story Narration and an e-mail inquiry 
for E-mail Response.

The Story Narration is designed to determine whether students can write a well-
organized story with a comprehensible progression of thoughts (a beginning, middle, 
and end), together with as many details as possible. It also tests students’ ability to 
use proper transitional elements and consistent devices, as well as their mastery of 
sentence structure and vocabulary.

The E-mail Response is designed to determine whether students are able to 
understand an e-mail and then respond to it, addressing all the questions raised in 
the incoming message.

Along the way, this section provides students with pictures, reminders, outlines, 
suggestions, and samples.
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Topic One: School
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on the pictures.

ART

1.

3.

ART

2.

4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including people’s feelings, facial expressions, and 
gestures, according to these pictures. Using appropriate verbs, adverbs and adjec-
tives, idioms, and grammatical structures will help make the narration accurate and 
lively.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and sentences may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; be aware of transitional elements. The following 
phrases and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

......

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude. The following phrases and idioms can be 
used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
 ......

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about the balance between schoolwork and extracurricular 
activities. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

....

2. Respond to any and all of the sender’s questions in detail. Find the answers 
to these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......, 

....... ....... , ......
......  ......

......  ....... , ......

3. Any closing statements should be sincere. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Two: Sports
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on the pictures.

1.

3.

2.

4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration that includes the key elements of a story: characters, 
setting, and plot. Explain the relationships between the characters, and describe 
their physical appearances and feelings as well as their facial expressions. Be sure to 
address the sequence of events accordingly. Use proper complements—such as 
resultative complements, directional complements, and descriptive complements 
with —to make the narration livelier.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, sentences, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
T

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. The following 
phrases, sentences, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
.....

......
...... ......

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, idioms, 
and proverb can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
...... ...... .......

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

,

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about a friend who needs help choosing between joining two 
sports teams. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points and congratulate your friend for 
being accepted on both teams. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

...... , 
...... ......

2. Respond to any and all of the sender’s questions in detail. Find solutions 
for these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......

....... ...... ........  
...... ...... ......  ....... ......  

...... .......
...... ...... .......
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3. Any closing statements should be sincere. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Topic Three: Lifestyle
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1.

3.

2.

4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Note the girl’s facial expressions and actions.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters and plot. In this particular story, the 
setting may not be that important. The following phrases and sentences may be 
helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; be aware of transitional elements. Students can 
embellish the story beyond what is shown in the pictures by including other details, 
like exercises the girl in the pictures did besides running. The following words, 
phrases, and sentences may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......

......
...... ...... ...... .......

......
......, ......, ......

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, idioms, 
and proverbs can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about what teenagers should do to stay happy and healthy. 
In the response, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 
for these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

...... ...... ......
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 .......
......

......
...... ......, ....

3. Give personal advice. The following phrases can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
.......

Topic Four: Entertainment
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration according to the pictures. Be sure to include some of 
the characters’ facial expressions, and what some of the changes are from one picture 
to the other.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
phrases and sentences may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......

......
...... ...... ......

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ expressions. The following phrases and sentences may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
...... , ......

...... ........ ......
...... .......

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following phrases and idioms 
can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about a friend who needs help choosing between joining the 
choir or the orchestra. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 
for these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

...... ......, ......
...... ...... ......

, ...... ...... ...... , ......
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3. Any closing statements should be sincere. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Topic Five: Jobs
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2837-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   283 6/26/2009   2:38:12 PM6/26/2009   2:38:12 PM



284 AP Chinese Language and Culture

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Be sure to take note of the girl’s facial expressions.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idiom may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ expressions (as there are no changes in setting, and no major actions are 
made). You can elaborate on the story by talking about why the girl is looking for 
a job, details of the job, and so on. The following words, phrases, and idiom may 
be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following phrases and idiom can 
be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is from a friend who is having a hard time choosing between two jobs. 
When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points and congratulate your friend for 
being hired. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 
for these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
....... ....... ......
......

......

3. Give direct advice on which job your friend should take. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Six: Friendship
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including each character’s actions in each picture. Pay 
attention to the setting as well. Make sure to clarify the sequence of events.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

...... .......

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. The following 
words, phrases, sentences, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
...... ......

...... ...... ......
...... ......

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following phrases and idiom can 
be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a classmate and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about a conflict between friends. When responding, keep this 
outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find answers 
to these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

...... ...... “
” ......
...... ...... ...... ......

......
......  ...... ......

3. Give your friend advice about how to resolve the conflict. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......
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Topic Seven: Clothing
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including each character’s facial expressions and ges-
tures. Also be aware of the setting.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words and phrases may be helpful:
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe each character’s actions and expressions; use 
proper transitional elements. The following phrases, sentences, and proverb may 
be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words and phrases can 
be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese exchange student and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2907-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   290 6/26/2009   2:38:13 PM6/26/2009   2:38:13 PM



Writing Skills 291

[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about choosing between two items of clothing. When respond-
ing, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 
for these questions. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
...... ......

...... ......
......
......
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3. Give advice as to which item of clothing you would personally choose. For 
example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Topic Eight: Food
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Include the characters, setting, and plot. Be sure to 
explain the relationships between the characters, and describe their physical appear-
ances, feelings, and facial expressions.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words and phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions. Pay attention to the setting. Add descriptions 
of the décor of the restaurant, what people are eating, and so forth. The following 
phrases and proverb may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
......

......

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following sentences can be 
used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese exchange student and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

“ ”

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about inviting two friends to dinner, but the writer is having 
a hard time choosing a restaurant because he is not sure about the kind of food 
each may like. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 

for these questions.
3. Tell your friend what you would do if you were in this situation.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” “ ”

, 

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   2947-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   294 6/26/2009   2:38:14 PM6/26/2009   2:38:14 PM



Writing Skills 295

Topic Nine: Housing
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration including the characters, setting, and plot. Explain the 
relationships between the characters; also describe their physical appearances, feel-
ings, and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the sequence of events. Use proper 
complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Include each 
person’s facial expressions and their inner thoughts. The following words and 
phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, and 
sentences can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is from a friend who needs help choosing between two places to live. 
When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 

for these questions.
3. Tell your friend what you would do if you were in her situation.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
:
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Topic Ten: Transportation
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including the characters, the setting, and the plot. 
Explain the relationships between the characters; describe their physical appear-
ances, and also their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the 
sequence of events. Use proper complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words and phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. The following 
phrases, sentences, and idiom may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, 
sentences, and idiom can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese exchange student and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about whether or not to buy a car in the city, when the sender 
will only stay there for one year. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly recap the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 

for these questions.
3. Directly give advice on what you would do if you were in the sender’s 

situation.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Eleven: Family
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, to include the characters, the setting, and the plot. 
Explain the relationships between the characters; describe their physical appear-
ances, as well as their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the 
sequence of events. Use proper complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Include each 
character’s inner thoughts. The following words, phrases, sentences, and idioms 
may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words and phrases can 
be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about a girl whose parents are going through a divorce. When 
responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points, and empathize with your friend.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Discuss the 

possible pros and cons of divorce.
3. Tell a personal story about you or a friend who has gone through a similar 

situation, and give advice on what you think your friend should do.
4. Comfort your friend and wish her luck.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Twelve: Education
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration to include the characters, the setting, and the plot. 
Explain the relationships between the characters; describe their physical appear-
ances, and also their feelings and facial expressions. Use proper complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words and phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on charac-
ters’ actions and expressions. Be sure to include the inner thoughts and ideas of 
each character. The following words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, and 
idiom can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

7-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   3057-9400_YAS_Chpt04.indd   305 6/26/2009   2:38:16 PM6/26/2009   2:38:16 PM



306 AP Chinese Language and Culture

[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is about the sender’s parents interfering with choosing majors. When 
responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Relate a personal 
experience about such issues. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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3. Give advice as to what you think your friend should do. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Topic Thirteen: Festivities
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including characters, setting, and plot. Explain the 
relationships between the characters; describe their physical appearances, and also 
their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the sequence of events. 
Use proper complements.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words and phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Include the 
characters’ personal thoughts. The following words, phrases, and idioms may be 
helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words and idioms can 
be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a Chinese exchange student and then type a response.
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about having to choose between two invitations for Christmas 
Eve. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Greet your friend and briefly repeat the sender’s main points. For 
example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Find solutions 
for these questions. You can also tell a story about a similar experience you 
or someone else had. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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3. Give direct advice as to what you think your friend should do. For 
example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Topic Fourteen: Travel
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including characters, setting, and plot. Pay special 
attention to the setting. Explain the relationships between the characters; describe 
their physical appearances, and also their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure 
to clarify the sequence of events. Use proper complements.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
phrases and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Include what 
each character might be saying and thinking. The following words, phrases, and 
idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following phrase and proverb 
can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about a friend who wants to travel in America while being 
an exchange student. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Greet your friend and repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Tell your friend 
about experiences you have had traveling in the States. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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3. List places that you think she should visit. Add some general advice about 
traveling. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Topic Fifteen: Art
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including characters, setting, and plot. Describe the 
physical appearances of characters, and their feelings and facial expressions. Make 
sure to clarify the sequence of events. Use proper complements.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. The following 
words, phrases, and proverbs may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following phrases and proverb 
can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about your friend who is having a hard time deciding which 
arts class to drop. When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Tell a story 

about yourself or a friend who has gone through a similar situation.
3. Tell what you would do if you were in her situation.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Sixteen: Literature & History
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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REMINDERS

Write a complete narration, including characters, setting, and plot. Describe the 
physical appearances of the characters, and also their feelings and facial expressions. 
Make sure to clarify the sequence of events.

OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions. Describe what each character is thinking. The 
following words, phrases, idioms, and proverb may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, and 
sentences can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about choosing between two costumes for a cultural festival. 
When responding, keep this outline in mind:

1. Repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail.
3. Give your friend some advice on this topic.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Seventeen: Society
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures. 
Although this set of pictures was used to explain the scoring guidelines earlier in the book, students 
are advised to compose their own story here.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Remember to include the characters, the setting, and 
the plot. Explain the relationships between the characters; describe their physical 
appearances, as well as their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the 
sequence of events. Use proper complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Be sure to 
include what each character is thinking. The following words, phrases, and idioms 
may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, and 
idioms can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend from China and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail asks about the status of same-sex marriage in the United States, and 
solicits opinions on this matter in general. When responding, keep this outline in 
mind:

1. Repeat the sender’s main points. For example:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

2. Respond to any and all questions addressed by the sender in detail. Discuss 
both sides of the argument and then choose your own position on this topic. 
For example:

[Traditional-character version]

…… ……
…… ……

…… ……

[Simplified-character version]

…… ……
…… ……

…… ……

3. Give any additional thoughts you may have on this topic.

[Traditional-character version]
……

[Simplified-character version]
……
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Topic Eighteen: Geography & Climate
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Be sure to include the characters, the setting, and the 
plot. Explain the relationships between the characters; describe their physical appear-
ances as well as their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the 
sequence of events. Use proper complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Be sure to 
describe what each person is thinking. Give detailed descriptions of the weather 
and setting. The following words, phrases, and idioms can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words and phrases can 
be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend from China and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about a trip to Hawaii. When responding, keep this outline 
in mind:

1. Repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. If you have 

been to Hawaii before, discuss your experience there.
3. Say what you would do if you were in your friend’s position.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Nineteen: Science & Technology
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based 
on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Be sure to include the characters, the setting, and the 
plot. Describe the physical appearances of characters as well as their feelings and 
facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the sequence of events. Using proper comple-
ments will make the narration livelier.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words, phrases, and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. You can elabo-
rate by giving extra information—for example, explaining why the explosion 
occurred or why they are not wearing safety goggles. The following words, phrases, 
and idioms may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, and 
sentences can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about different methods of learning. When responding, keep 
this outline in mind:

1. Repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail.
3. Choose which learning method you prefer.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Topic Twenty: Humans & Nature
Story Narration
The following pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures.

1. 2.

3. 4.

REMINDERS

Write a complete narration. Be sure to include the characters, the setting, and the 
plot. Explain the relationships between the characters; describe their physical appear-
ances as well as their feelings and facial expressions. Make sure to clarify the 
sequence of events. Use proper complements.
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OUTLINE

FIRST PARAGRAPH: Introduce characters, setting, and plot. The following 
words and phrases may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

SECOND PARAGRAPH: Describe how the story progresses, focusing on the 
characters’ actions and expressions; use proper transitional elements. Personify the 
birds and give them thoughts and personalities. The following words, phrases, and 
sentences may be helpful:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

THIRD PARAGRAPH: Conclude the story. The following words, phrases, and 
sentences can be used:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

E-mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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SUGGESTIONS FOR WRITING AN E-MAIL RESPONSE

This e-mail is mainly about using animals in the lab for testing. When responding, 
keep this outline in mind:

1. Repeat the sender’s main points.
2. Respond to any and all questions from the sender in detail. Discuss the pros 

and cons of animal testing.
3. Make a suggestion.

The following is a sample:

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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CHAPTER5Speaking Skills

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Speaking portion of the AP Chinese exam evaluates students’ ability to par-
ticipate in conversations and their mastery of interpersonal and interpretive com-
munication skills. Students are expected to understand the scenario established by 
the spoken or written prompts, and to:

1. communicate information and ideas to an audience on a variety of topics;
2. express their feelings and emotions, and exchange personal opinions;
3. demonstrate an understanding of Chinese culture;
4. apply appropriate grammatical structures to express ideas; and
5. exhibit a considerably broad range of vocabulary that allows them to speak 

fluently and accurately.

Speaking skills are tested last on the AP Chinese exam. By the final section of the 
exam, emotional and psychological factors may be weighing on students. For 
example:

• If students feel that they performed poorly on the earlier sections, they may 
put more pressure on themselves to do better in this section, or they may 
give up altogether.

• After working on the earlier sections for about two hours, students may be 
fatigued when they get to this section. This may have a negative effect on 
their concentration and reaction time.

These situations are not uncommon, and students should prepare themselves men-
tally and physically for testing. Practice is the best way to build confidence. Students 
should also have realistic expectations of the exam.

There are two tasks in the Speaking portion of the AP Chinese exam:
Conversation is interpersonal speaking. Students will participate in a simulated 

conversation according to six prompts. Each student will have 20 seconds to record 
his or her response for each prompt. Students should respond as completely as 
possible, and in a culturally appropriate manner.

The Cultural Presentation is presentational speaking. Students will be asked to 
make a presentation to an audience about a Chinese cultural practice, tradition, or 
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product. After reading and hearing the topic for this presentation, students will be 
given 4 minutes to prepare and another 2 minutes to deliver the presentation.

To help students improve their speaking skills and exam scores, this chapter 
includes important test information, evaluation criteria, and practice tests. The 
sample topics in this chapter are carefully chosen so that students can practice 
expressing their views and opinions on a variety of subjects. During the Conversa-
tion tasks, students should not only address the prompts but aim for fluency, 
accuracy, and cultural appropriateness. During the Speaking free-response, students 
should draw on their personal experiences and be creative. The more they elaborate 
with rich vocabulary and sentence structures, the higher the score they will 
achieve.

The selected topics are generally related to students’ daily lives and to the cultural 
knowledge that students have probably learned. Students should find these topics 
interesting and relevant; after all, most people are more motivated to communicate 
in another language if the topics are of interest to them.

Chapter 7 provides additional cultural information to better prepare students 
to describe and explain the importance of each Chinese cultural practice or 
product.

All passages in this chapter are presented in both traditional and simplified char-
acters. Phrases in the Answer Explanation and Vocabulary List sections are first 
written in traditional characters and immediately followed by the simplified coun-
terpart in parentheses. If there is no parenthesized phrase, the presented characters 
are common in both traditional and simplified versions.

EVALUATION CRITERIA
The Speaking free-response part of the exam will be evaluated according to the 
College Board’s scoring guidelines. As students prepare for this section, they should 
familiarize themselves with the scoring criteria described in this chapter.

The evaluation criteria include three main factors: task completion, delivery, and 
language use. It is important for students to understand the task at hand and to 
state their responses correctly. Incomplete or incorrect answers lower their task 
completion ratings, even if they manage to deliver a perfect presentational or inter-
personal speaking performance using advanced language.

While evaluating students’ performances, the exam scorers check for specific 
details within each of the main categories.

Task Completion

1. Completeness: Is the prompt fully addressed and the content on topic?

2. Elaboration: Is the main idea clearly communicated with enough supporting 
details?

3. Organization: Is the response properly organized, coherent, and logically 
connected by appropriate transitional elements?

4. Cultural content: Does the cultural element contain correct and sufficient 
detail?
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Delivery

1. Rhythm: Does the speaker have a natural rhythm? Does the speaker stop 
frequently or repeat? Does the speaker express emotions appropriately?

2. Pronunciation: Does the speaker pronounce words correctly, with the right 
intonation?

3. Style of language: Does the speaker choose style appropriate to the context? 
Is this style consistently demonstrated throughout the response?

Language Use
This is where students can showcase their advanced knowledge of grammar, sen-
tence structure, vocabulary, and idioms. Adequate use of language enhances the 
overall effectiveness of the response, and will be rewarded with high marks.

SCORING GUIDELINES
Based on the student’s performance in task completion, delivery, and language use, 
scores will be awarded at 7 levels, level 0 to level 6. At the end of the following 
scoring descriptions, an example of each level is provided for both Conversation 
and Cultural Presentation.

Level 6—EXCELLENT
Demonstrates excellence in presentational and interpersonal speaking and cultural 
knowledge.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses address all aspects of the tasks thoroughly.

� Conversation—includes elaboration and detail.
�  Cultural Presentation—includes ample, accurate, and detailed 

information.
• The responses present ideas completely and logically, by providing facts or 

examples if necessary.
• The responses are well organized and coherent; exhibit the student’s ability 

to use appropriate transitional words and cohesive devices to connect 
different paragraphs smoothly.

Delivery
• The responses are delivered at a natural pace and intonation, with accurate 

pronunciation and tones, and exhibit consistent use of vocabulary 
appropriate to the situation; minimal errors, hesitation, or repetition are 
acceptable.

Language Use
• The responses demonstrate a rich and appropriate vocabulary and idioms, 

including a wide range of grammatical structures; minimal errors are 
acceptable.
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Level 5—VERY GOOD
Suggests excellence in presentational and interpersonal speaking and cultural 
knowledge.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses address all aspects of the tasks given.

� Conversation—includes some elaboration and detail.
�  Cultural Presentation—includes ample, accurate, and detailed 

information.
� Event plan—reflects insightful awareness of cultural elements.

• The responses generally present a good development of ideas, providing facts 
or examples if necessary.

• The responses are well organized and coherent; they exhibit the student’s 
ability to use transitional words and cohesive devices to connect different 
paragraphs.

Delivery
• The responses are delivered at a smooth pace and intonation, and exhibit 

consistent use of vocabulary appropriate to the situation, with infrequent 
errors in pronunciation and tones; occasional hesitation and repetition are 
acceptable.

Language Use
• The responses demonstrate appropriate vocabulary and idioms, including a 

variety of grammatical structures; infrequent errors are acceptable.

Level 4—GOOD
Demonstrates competence in presentational and interpersonal speaking and cultural 
knowledge.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses address all aspects of the tasks given; may lack detail or 

elaboration; may contain minor inconsistencies in development.
• The responses are generally organized and coherent; the student’s use of 

transitional elements may be inconsistent; paragraphs are somewhat 
cohesive.

Delivery
• The responses are delivered at a generally consistent pace and intonation, 

with sporadic hesitation and repetition; may have several errors in 
pronunciation and tones; may include several lapses in otherwise consistent 
use of vocabulary appropriate to the situation.

Language Use
• The responses demonstrate mostly appropriate vocabulary and idioms, as 

well as mostly appropriate grammatical structures; may include some errors 
that do not generally obscure meaning.
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Level 3—ADEQUATE
Suggests competence in presentational and interpersonal speaking and cultural 
knowledge.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses address most aspects of prompt; may contain 

inconsistencies in development.
• The responses may lack organization or coherence; the student infrequently 

uses transitional elements and cohesive devices; the sentences may be 
disconnected.

Delivery
• The responses are delivered at an inconsistent pace and intonation, with 

hesitation and repetition that interfere with comprehension; may have some 
errors in pronunciation and tones; may include inconsistent use of 
appropriate vocabulary, or many errors.

Language Use
• The responses demonstrate limited appropriate vocabulary and idioms, 

including intermittent interference from another language; simple 
grammatical structures; frequent errors sometimes obscure meaning.

Level 2—WEAK
Suggests lack of competence in presentational and interpersonal speaking and cul-
tural knowledge.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses address only some aspects of the task; generally lack 

organization and coherence; the student exhibits minimal or no use of 
transitional elements in mosly incoherent, fragmented sentences.

Delivery
• The responses are delivered at a labored pace and intonation, with frequent 

hesitation and repetition; frequent errors in pronunciation and tones; and 
frequent use of vocabulary inappropriate to the situation.

Language Use
• The responses demonstrate minimal appropriate vocabulary; repeated 

interference from another language; limited grammatical structures; frequent 
errors that obscure meaning.

Level 1—VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack of competence in presentational and interpersonal speaking and 
cultural knowledge.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses barely address the task; lack organization and coherence; 

consist of very disjointed sentences or isolated words.
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Delivery
• The responses are delivered at a very labored pace and intonation, with 

constant hesitation and repetition; frequent errors in pronunciation and 
tones; constant use of vocabulary inappropriate to the situation.

Language Use
• The responses demonstrate insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary; constant 

interference from another language; little or no control of grammatical 
structures; frequent errors that significantly obscure meaning.

Level 0—UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing that earns credit.

Task Completion
• Speaking responses may:

� repeat the task prompt,
� be completely irrelevant to the topic,
� be in a language or dialect other than Mandarin Chinese,
� not be attempted at all.

CONVERSATION SAMPLES AND SCORES
The Conversation samples below are based on the following prompt.

You will have a conversation with Zhang Jian, the manager of a Chinese arts and 
crafts shop in Chinatown, about a part-time job. The questions will be spoken 
during the test. For illustration, both the questions and the responses are printed 
here for reference. Some words in the samples are intentionally left incorrect to 
illustrate mispronunciations and incorrect tone.

A response that earns the highest mark does not necessarily mean it is perfect or 
error-free. On the contrary, some samples are deliberately chosen to illustrate that 
they may still deserve a high mark, as a whole, regardless of some minimal errors, 
infrequent hesitation, or occasional repetition.

Comments are provided after most samples to further explain how the evaluation 
is conducted. Some samples may be self-explanatory, and therefore comments are 
not needed.

{Conversation Question 1}
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Sample Response for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: This response addresses the question directly and completely. It 
provides thorough details in connected sentences. The pace is smooth with no 
noticeable errors or hesitation. It exhibits excellent language skills in choosing rich 
vocabulary, idioms, and transitional conjunctions and a variety of grammar struc-
tures, such as “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”) ” ” (“

”), “ ”, and “ ”, “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response addresses the question directly and completely. It is 
delivered in connected sentences, with a steady pace and infrequent errors in pro-
nunciation. It exhibits very good language skills: very good vocabulary, transitional 
conjunctions, and a variety of grammar structures, such as “ ” “ ” “

” “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” Although there are some minor 
awkward phrases—“ ” (“ ”) “ ” (“

”) “ ” (“ ”)—they do not interfere with understanding 
the response.

Sample Response for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response addresses all aspects of the question. It is delivered 
at a generally consistent pace with sporadic hesitation and repetition. It includes 
several errors in the use of vocabulary, such as “ ” (“

”) “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]
boss

(a long pause) 

[Simplified-character version]
boss,  (a 

long pause) 

COMMENTS: The response provides a basic answer to the question. It is delivered 
at an inconsistent pace with frequent hesitation and repetition. It includes several 
errors in the use of vocabulary and grammar, such as “ boss ” 
(“ boss ”), “ ” (“

”), “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ” The limited appropriate 
vocabulary, the misuse of “ ,” and other intermittent interference from another 
language sometimes obscure meaning.

Sample Response for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]
And interest-

ing

[Simplified-character version]
And inter-

esting

COMMENTS: The response only addresses some aspects of the question, and it 
lacks organization and coherence. There are fragmented sentences, and it lacks 
transitional elements. It exhibits minimal appropriate vocabulary and repeated 
interference from another language. Frequent grammatical errors and frequent 
errors in pronunciation and tone obscure meaning.

Sample Response for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]
like
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[Simplified-character version]
like

COMMENTS: The response barely addresses the question. The pace of delivery 
is very labored, with lots of hesitation. The response is delivered in very disjointed 
sentences that are not comprehensible. It is characterized by insufficient vocabulary 
and inadequate control of grammatical structures.

Sample Response for Level 0—Unacceptable

I don’t understand.

COMMENTS: The response is completely irrelevant. It is not in the targeted test 
language, Mandarin Chinese.

{Conversation Question 2}
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: This response addresses the question directly, completely, and with 
lots of elaboration to demonstrate knowledge of this cultural product. The pace is 
smooth. It exhibits excellent language skills in choosing rich vocabulary, idioms, 
and transitional conjunctions and a variety of grammar structures, such as “ ”, 
“ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ”, “ ”, “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]
..

..uh.. .. ..
uh.. fa.. , ..fang..

uh..
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[Simplified-character version]

..uh.. .. ..
uh.. fa.. ..fang..

uh..

COMMENTS: The response addresses the prompt directly and appropriately. It 
tells the legend of flying the kites. The delivery is generally smooth with occasional 
hesitation. The language used is adequately rich, including proverbs and transitional 
words such as “ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), 
“ ” (“ ”), and “ ” (“ ”). The pronunciation is generally accurate, 
although “ ” (“ ”) was mispronounced as “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]

dăo dào skill
..

[Simplified-character version]

ă dào skill
..

COMMENTS: The response addresses the prompt with an appropriate cultural 
product. It contains several errors in grammar and pronunciation, but these do not 
obscure meaning, e.g., “ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” 
(“ ”), and “dăo” or “dào” instead of “ ” “dāo”.

Sample Response for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]
, ... uh ... ...

... ... ...
...

[Simplified-character version]
uh ...

COMMENTS: The response provides a basic answer to the question, including a 
list of some cultural products, but without elaboration. The delivery is uneven; the 
vocabulary and grammatical structures seem limited.
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Sample Response for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]
.. .. ..
.. ..

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response attempts to address the question, by mentioning the 
products in the store, but it is incomplete. It contains minimal vocabulary and 
limited grammatical structures.

Sample Response for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response minimally addresses the question with disjointed 
sentences. The delivery is labored, with constant hesitation and repetition. It uses 
insufficient vocabulary and grammatical structures that seriously affect the 
meaning.

Sample Response for Level 0—Unacceptable

Blank

COMMENTS: No response.

{Conversation Question 3}
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response directly addresses the question with detailed and 
culturally appropriate elaboration. The pace is natural with connected sentences 
and correct pronunciation. It displays excellent use of vocabulary, such as “

” (“ ”)  “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), and gram-
matical structures with minimal errors such as “ ”  “ ”, “

”

Sample Response for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response provides a thorough and appropriate answer in con-
nected sentences. The pace of delivery is smooth with few pronunciation errors. 
The vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate with sporadic 
errors, such as “ ” instead of “ ” (“ ”), “ ” instead of “ ”, and 
“ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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Sample Response for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response provides a basic answer but with disconnected sen-
tences. It is delivered with very limited appropriate vocabulary and grammatical 
structures that are difficult to understand.

Sample Response for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response marginally addresses the question with fragmented 
sentences. Although the delivery pace is smooth, and the pronunciation is mostly 
correct, the use of vocabulary and grammatical structures is insufficient.

Sample Response for Level 0—Unacceptable

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: No response.
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{Conversation Question 4}
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response directly addresses the question with a thorough and 
appropriate answer. The pace is appropriate, with occasional errors in pronuncia-
tion, such as “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response directly addresses the question with sufficient details. 
It contains errors that do not interfere with the meaning, such as “ ” (“ ”) 
instead of “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]

keep

[Simplified-character version]

keep

COMMENTS: The response provides a basic answer. However, limited vocabulary 
and grammatical structures sometimes get in the way of understanding what is 
being said.

Sample Response for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]

Like

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]

practice

[Simplified-character version]

practice

COMMENTS: The response minimally addresses the question in very discon-
nected sentences. The speaker focuses on self-development and one’s own goals 
instead of interaction with the customer or one’s job responsibilities. Use of vocabu-
lary and grammatical structures are insufficient. The speaker mistakenly uses “

” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“ ”).
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Sample Response for Level 0—Unacceptable

To my opinion, as waiters, they can’t do the bad things to the guest. I think to be 
a waiter, you should do your best to make your customers happy, and control 
yourself not to show the angry out when feel upset about things.

COMMENTS: Not in Chinese.

{Conversation Question 5}
[Traditional-character version]

, 

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]
.. ..

 (a long pause) 
A .. ..

[Simplified-character version]

 (a long pause) 

COMMENTS: The response addresses the question directly and provides a thor-
ough and appropriate answer in connected sentences. The pace of delivery is gener-
ally consistent. Vocabulary is appropriate but with sporadic errors: “ ” 
instead of “ ” (“ ”), “

” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“
”) , “ ” (“ ”) instead of “

” (“ ”), and “ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ”. The student 
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uses a variety of grammatical structures and cohesive devices: “ ”, “ ”, “
”.

Sample Response for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]
Uh.. ..

practice .. ..  ,  
.. difficult .. .. .. 

[Simplified-character version]
Uh..

practice 
difficult

COMMENTS: The response provides a basic answer with disconnected sentences. 
Frequent hesitation and repetition interfere and prevent the speaker from complet-
ing sentences smoothly. Pronunciation is generally good with the exception of “

” instead of “ ” (“ ”).Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly 
appropriate but limited and fragmented because of frequent repetition.

Sample Response for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]

traffic

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]
.. .. uh .. .. uh.. ..uh

(a long pause) 
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[Simplified-character version]
uh .. uh.. ..uh

(a long pause) 

COMMENTS: The response addresses the question only minimally in fragmented 
sentences. The pace is very labored, with frequent hesitation. It suffers from insuf-
ficient vocabulary and very limited control of grammatical structures.

Sample Response for Level 0—Unacceptable

[Traditional-character version]
question. Sorry about that.

[Simplified-character version]
question. Sorry about that.

COMMENTS: No response.

{Conversation Question 6}
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response addresses the question thoroughly and completely. It 
deserves a high score in spite of an occasional error of “ ” (“ ”) 
instead of “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]

..
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[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response addresses the question directly. The delivery is gener-
ally smooth, and vocabulary is appropriate. It demonstrates good control over 
grammar, although with sporadic errors that do not interfere with the meaning, 
such as “ ” (“ ”) instead of “

” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”) instead 
of “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”) instead of “

” (“ ”), and “ ” (“
”) instead of “ ” (“

”).

Sample Response for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

Sample Response for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]
, .. .. ..uh.. .. free

[Simplified-character version]
..uh.. .. ..

free

COMMENTS: The response provides a basic answer with disconnected sentences. 
Frequent hesitation necessitates special listener effort, and pronunciation and 
grammar errors sometimes obscure the meaning, e.g., “ .. ” 
(“ .. ”) is probably intended to mean “ ” 
(“ ”).

Sample Response for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]
..uh....uh.. .. .. (a long pause) 
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[Simplified-character version]
..uh...uh.. .. .. (a long pause) 

COMMENTS: The response directly answers the question, but it is difficult to 
understand. It is not clear if “ ..uh....uh.. ” (“ ..uh...uh.. ”) is 
intended for “ ” (“ ”); or whether “ .. ” is 
intended for “ ”.

Sample Response for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]
..uh.. .. ..uh.. ..uh.. ..whenever

[Simplified-character version]
..uh.. .. ..uh.. ..uh.. ..whenever

COMMENTS: The response seems to start and stop abruptly at a very labored 
pace. Pronunciation errors and very limited vocabulary make it very difficult to 
understand, e.g. “ ” seems to mean “ ” (“ ”), but it contradicts “

”.

Sample Response for Level 0—Unacceptable

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: The response does not answer the question.

CULTURAL PRESENTATION SAMPLES AND SCORES
Choose ONE famous place in mainland China or Taiwan (for example, The 
Museum of Terracotta Warriors and Horses, the Great Wall, the Sun Moon Lake, 
and so on). In your presentation, describe this place and explain its significance.

The Cultural Presentation samples are based on the following prompt.
Similar to the conversation samples described earlier, a presentation that earns 

the highest mark does not necessarily mean it is perfect or error-free. On the con-
trary, some samples are deliberately chosen to illustrate that they may still deserve 
a high mark, as a whole, regardless of some minimal errors, infrequent hesitation, 
or occasional repetition.

Comments are provided after most samples to further explain how the evaluation 
is conducted. Some samples may be self-explanatory, and therefore comments are 
not needed.
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Sample Presentation for Level 6—Excellent

[Traditional-character version]
(bìngmā yǒng)

(nōng)

(jǔ)

(cánguān) (bìngmā yǒng)

[Simplified-character version]
(bìngmā yǒng)

(nōng)

(jǔ)

(cánguān) (bìngmā yǒng)

COMMENTS: The response addresses all aspects of the task, describing the place 
and explaining its significance thoroughly and in great cultural detail. It is organized 
logically with appropriate conjunctions like “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), 
“ ” (“ ”), “ .. ” (“ .. ”), , and ”. The delivery is 
natural and smooth with accurate pronunciation and minimal errors—“ ” (“

”) is incorrectly pronounced “cánguān” instead of “cānguān”, “ ” (“
”) “bìng mā yǒng” instead of “bīng mǎ yǒng”, “ ” (“ ”) “nōng mín” instead 

of “nóng mín”, “ ” (“ ”) “jǔ shuō” instead of “jù shuō”. The use of vocabu-
lary, idioms, and grammatical structures is rich and appropriate, e.g., “ ”, “

” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “
” (“ ”).

It is noteworthy that the speaker makes an excellent effort to present the “
” (“ ”), the museum, which is the place that the task prompt 

asks for. Had the speaker chosen to present the “ ” (“ ”) instead, it 
would have been considered off-topic because “ ” (“ ”) is a product/arti-
fact, not a place. Any off-topic presentation, regardless how fluent the delivery or 
perfect the language use, will be awarded a score below 3 for failing to address the 
prompt directly or completely. Therefore, it is very important to understand what 
the task prompt is asking for. It may be a place, a product, a practice, or a person. 
Focus the presentation to address the requirement accordingly.
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Sample Presentation for Level 5—Very Good

[Traditional-character version]
uh..

..uh..
.. ..uh..

..uh.. .. .. .. “
” .. .. ..

[Simplified-character version]
uh..

..uh..
.. ..uh..

..uh.. .. .. .. “
” .. .. ..

COMMENTS: The response addresses all aspects of the task, starting with the 
objective of the Great Wall, then the significance or value that it represents. Despite 
some intermittent hesitation, the pace of delivery is generally smooth, and the 
speaker uses appropriate conjunctions such as “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” 
(“ ”), “ ”. The presentation includes appropriate vocabulary, 
idioms—like “ ” (“ ”), “

” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”)—and a variety 
of grammatical structures, with only sporadic errors that do not obscure 
meaning.

Sample Presentation for Level 4—Good

[Traditional-character version]

..uh..
“ ”

[Simplified-character version]
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..uh..
“ ”

COMMENTS: The presentation addresses all aspects of the task prompt with some 
elaboration. It contains some, although inconsistent, transitional elements, and 
some sentences are loosely connected. The overall structure is tainted by a repeated 
description of the name origin, suggesting a lack of organization and logic. The 
quoted legend may be a creative fabrication, or the student may have confused it 
with some other place. There is no such legend associated with “ ”. The lan-
guage use is appropriate and adequate, with errors that do not obscure meaning. 
For example, in “ ” (“ ”), the “ ” (“ ”) is unnecessary; 
“ ” (“ ”) should be either “ ” 
(“ ”) or “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“

”) should be just “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Presentation for Level 3—Adequate

[Traditional-character version]

nán
.. .. ..

.. .. .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. ..

cŏng

[Simplified-character version]

nàn
... .. ..

.. .. .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. ..

cŏng

COMMENTS: The presentation addresses the prompt directly, mentioning the 
long history of “ ”, and the variety of “ ” (“ ”). The presen-
tation consists of disconnected sentences that demonstrate the lack of coherence 
and organization. The delivery pace is inconsistent. It contains frequent pronuncia-
tion errors that necessitate listener’s efforts. e.g., “ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ”, 
“ ” instead of “ ”, “nàn  instead of “ ”, “ ” (“ ”) instead of “

” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”) instead of “ ” (“ ”), “cŏng  instead of 
“cōng ” (“ ”), “ ” instead of “ ” (“ ”).
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Limited vocabulary, idioms, and simple grammatical structures with frequent 
errors interrupt the flow and sometimes obscure meaning, such as: “

” (“ ”) may be rephrased to “
” (“ ”), “ nán

” may be rephrased to “ ” (“ ”), the 
labored effort about “ ” (“ ”) may be restructured to “

, ” (“ , 
”), “ ” may be rephrased to “
” (“ ”).

Sample Presentation for Level 2—Weak

[Traditional-character version]
101 .. .. ... ..uh..

, (a long pause) ..101 ..
..10 .. 101

a long pause

[Simplified-character version]
101 .. .. ... ..uh..

, (a long pause) ..101 ..
..10 .. 101

a long pause

COMMENTS: This presentation illustrates a lack of competence in presentational 
speaking and cultural knowledge. It minimally addresses the prompt with scattered 
information in fragmented sentences, such as “ ”, “ ”, “

” (“ ”). The delivery is labored with frequent hesitation, and seems 
to lose track of the thought. It is hampered by minimal appropriate vocabulary and 
limited grammatical structures that obscure meaning, e.g., “ ”(“ ”), “

”, “ ” (“ ”).

Sample Presentation for Level 1—Very Weak

[Traditional-character version]
.. .. .. ..okay.. ..

(a long pause)  (inaudible pronuncia-
tion).. (a long pause) .. ..no..

[Simplified-character version]
.. .. .. ..okay.. ..

(a long pause)  , (inaudible pronunciation)..
(a long pause) .. ..no..

COMMENTS: This presentation addresses the prompt very minimally with isolated 
words and disjointed sentences. The delivery is labored, and significantly lacks 
organization and structure. The language competency is weak, with insufficient 
vocabulary and grammatical structures that hinder the meaning. It goes from 
describing the “ ” (“ ”) to “ ” (“ ”) and “ ”. The last sen-
tence seems to be incomplete.
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Sample Presentation for Level 0—Unacceptable

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

COMMENTS: This presentation misses the prompt altogether by describing 
Yellowstone National Park in the United States instead of a place in China or 
Taiwan.

SPEAKING TIPS
1. The key to the Speaking test is to address the prompt directly and completely. 

Therefore it is extremely important to listen to the prompt carefully and 
understand exactly what the requirements are.

2. To “be fluent” does not mean that students have to speak at a fast pace. It 
means that the pace should be steady and the flow should be smooth. 
Students should aim to speak at a natural rate of speech. Words, phrases, 
sentences, and paragraphs should be connected in a logical way. If students 
can respond appropriately with minimum hesitation, they are likely to 
receive a high score. If students don’t know how to answer a certain ques-
tion, they should at least address the prompt or topic in a general sense.

3. Students should prepare themselves with as much vocabulary as possible on 
theme topics. For example, if students are to talk about the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, it helps to know words like “ ” (“ ”) and “ ” (“ ”). 
If they are planning an event for a trip, it helps to know words like “ ” 
(“ ”) and “ .” If students don’t know enough vocabulary, their 
speaking responses will likely be compromised. We can’t emphasize enough 
how important it is for students to use appropriate words and phrases to 
express what they need to say correctly. Incorporating a couple of idioms 
and/or proverbs enhances the overall impression.

4. Students should pay attention to grammar. The grammar and linguistic 
structures that students use to communicate should be accurate. If students 
do not have good syntactic control, it will be very difficult for them to 
communicate effectively.

5. If students are not native Mandarin Chinese speakers, it is likely that they 
will have an accent when speaking Mandarin, but their speech should still 
be understandable. If students have trouble pronouncing certain words in 
Chinese, they should practice these words often. For example, if they cannot 
pronounce the third tones, they should find methods to fix their 
pronunciation.

 The more students listen critically and the more they practice, the better 
fluency, intonation, and pronunciation they will achieve. For words that 
students find particularly challenging, even after practicing repeatedly, 
students may want to avoid using them or find appropriate substitutions 
for them.
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VOCABULARY TIPS
Students can use the following tips to expand their vocabulary:

1. Reading is the best way to learn vocabulary. Reading a variety of materials 
not only helps with learning new words and phrases, but also improves 
language skills overall.

2. Make sentences while learning a new word. Using a new word in sentences 
will help students memorize the meaning and usage of the word.

3. Apply new words as much as possible in daily life.
4. Study radicals. Learning just one radical often helps students understand 

many new words.
5. Expand vocabulary by learning synonyms and antonyms. This is very effective 

for memorizing new words.
6. Group theme-based words. Keep practicing and memorizing based on a 

selected theme or topic.

SPEAKING PREPARATION

Conversation
A conversation differs from simply answering questions. The latter is easy to do as 
long as one understands the question, but conversation consists of more than just a 
response. It requires students to elaborate on a topic to make the conversation 
interesting. In the Conversation part of the Speaking section, students must keep 
their responses within 20 seconds. The recording stops after 20 seconds. Anything 
said after 20 seconds will not be recorded. Students are expected to:

• address the prompt directly, appropriately, and thoroughly;
• keep a natural pace and avoid stumbling;
• demonstrate accurate pronunciation and tones; and
• use a wide range of grammatical structures, vocabulary, and idioms.

Here are some useful hints for participating in conversations. Students should:

1. Understand the prompt without having to translate it in their heads.
2. Include as much information pertaining to the prompt as they can. Avoid 

any silent moments while responding to the prompt, as silence may indicate 
that they do not understand the prompt or they lack the words to express 
themselves.

3. Talk about one word that they do understand if they fail to understand the 
prompt. Delivering an incomplete answer is much better than saying, “I 
don’t understand,” or leaving the recording blank.

4. Keep in mind that their response to the topic should not be too brief. 
Responding to the prompt means providing enough information to show 
they can carry on a conversation with someone.

5. Forget about being truthful in the response. The purpose of the question 
is to elicit a speech sample in Chinese. Sometimes, there might not be an 
absolute correct or incorrect answer. Saying something in Chinese, instead 
of keeping silent, is highly recommended.
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6. Correct any mistake right away if recognized.
7. Practice having spontaneous conversations for added fluency.

Sample Questions

You have a conversation with your friend, Zhang Liping, about learning Chinese.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Suggested Responses

Students should answer the questions directly first and then elaborate on the 
topic.

1. 
 

[Traditional-character version]
First answer directly: 
Then elaborate: 

[Simplified-character version]
First answer directly: 
Then elaborate: 

2. 
 

[Traditional-character version]
First answer directly: 

Then elaborate: 
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[Simplified-character version]
First answer directly: 

Then elaborate: 

3. 
 

[Traditional-character version]
First answer directly: 

Then elaborate: 

[Simplified-character version]
First answer directly: 

Then elaborate: 

4. 
 

[Traditional-character version]
First answer directly: 

Then elaborate: 

[Simplified-character version]
First answer directly: 

Then elaborate: 

5. 
 

[Traditional-character version]
First answer directly: 
Then elaborate: 

[Simplified-character version]
First answer directly: 
Then elaborate: 
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6. 
 

[Traditional-character version]
First answer directly: 
Then elaborate: 

[Simplified-character version]
First answer directly: 
Then elaborate: 

PRESENTATION
After Conversation, the next task is the Cultural Presentation. The directions will 
include a topic prompt and a description of the requirements for the presentation. 
Read the directions carefully. Students should make every effort to address all 
aspects of the prompt thoroughly and accurately. The presentation should be cohe-
sive and well organized. Any information related to Chinese culture should be 
accurate and comprehensive.

Generally speaking, a good presentation has the following qualities.

1. Captivating. To successfully intrigue the audience, students should keep 
their descriptions and explanations crisp, clear, and adequately detailed. 
They should be sure to quote relevant facts and examples to support their 
ideas. The topic prompt typically includes cultural requirements. Students 
should pay close attention to the requirements and present the related cul-
tural content in a comprehensible manner.

2. Purposeful. Students should practice stating the purpose, scope, and objec-
tives of the presentation in a clear, concise manner. They should consider 
how to organize the presentation, including length, key ideas, transitions, 
and any related stories, including both qualitative and quantitative facts. 
Students will be given only 2 minutes to record their presentations. Prior to 
taking the test, they should practice using the time wisely to deliver a well-
stated and purposeful presentation.

3. Organized. Students are encouraged to make their presentations well orga-
nized and coherent, develop clear ideas, and use appropriate transitional 
words and phrases. Both this chapter and the Writing chapter provide lists 
of frequently used Chinese transition words and phrases. During the presen-
tation, the structure should be apparent to the listener.

4. Cultural. When addressing the requirements for the Cultural Presentation, 
students will be able to choose a specific aspect based on a very broad prompt. 
They should be sure that any cultural information included in their presenta-
tions is accurate. It is highly advised that they pick a main focus that they 
are confident with and know well.
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5. Appropriate. Students should look for clues in the prompt, especially if the 
prompt seems to be asking something that they know nothing about. Stu-
dents should leverage these clues to address the topic and express their own 
opinions on it. Remember: Don’t give up.

6. Accurate. During the presentation, students should use language that is 
accurate, concise but meaningful, diverse, and easy to understand. The last 
chapter, Cultural Notes, provides cultural information that is specifically 
designed for written language. When preparing for oral presentations, stu-
dents need to shift their communication style from written to spoken.

As mentioned above, for the Cultural Presentation, students may pick a specific 
subject from a broad topic that they are familiar with. Compared with the written 
parts of the AP Chinese exam, in the Cultural Presentation, students have more 
freedom to be expressive and creative. For example, as an opening line, they might 
start with:

• a phrase relevant to the topic—“ ..” (“
..”)

• a quote from a famous poem to establish a frame of reference—“
” (“ ”), or

• a simple question—“ ” (“ ?”).

A well-organized Cultural Presentation contains an introduction, a main body, and 
a conclusion.

The introduction is the most important part of the presentation; it consists of 
a greeting and a thesis. Students should include an appropriate greeting and a thesis 
that captures the audience’s attention. A good introduction will notify the audience 
of the topic right away and stimulate their curiosity about the topic.

The main body of the presentation has to be coherent. It should contain suffi-
cient transitions for the audience to distinguish what is primary information and 
what is secondary.

The conclusion should be short. It should restate the main points and also what 
the student wants the audience to walk away with. A conclusion may include 
re commendations; for example, if the presentation is about a famous author, rec-
ommend one of his/her books.

The presentation must be no more than 2 minutes long. When recording, stu-
dents should make sure to keep a naturally steady pace. Students should not finish 
long before the recording time ends, nor should they continue after the recording 
stops. The latter tends to happen more frequently during classroom practice.

In the classroom, a teacher might give a student more time if his presentation 
goes beyond 2 minutes. During the actual Speaking test, however, a computer is 
used for the recording. It will not allow for over-time recording. If the presentation 
is longer than 2 minutes, the conclusion, which might be the most elaborate and 
clever part of the presentation, will be cut off. Losing the opportunity to present 
the conclusion seriously affects the final score.

Here are some common opening remarks and commonly used words in the main 
body and summary/conclusion, as well as two samples.
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Common Opening Remarks

… I’m going to talk about…
…

... The title of my presentation is…

...

... The topic of my talk is…

...
...
...  I’d like to take this opportunity to give 

you an overview of …

Main Body and Summary/Conclusion Words

 I’ve divided my talk into (three) parts.

  I’m going to divide my talk into three parts to 
talk about ...

 First
 Second
 Third
 ( ) Finally

 In the first part
 Then, in the second part

Let’s move to the first part of my talk, which is 
about ...

 I’d like to end by emphasizing the main points.

 I’d like to end with…
…

Cultural Presentation Sample

There are many ancient Chinese stories. Choose one to present. The presentation 
needs to summarize the story and give your own opinion on the story.

[Traditional-character version]
:

“ ”

“ ”
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[Simplified-character version]
:

“ ”

“ ”

SPEAKING PRACTICE POINTERS

1. Do jot down idea words and phrases, but do not write out a whole presentation 
before recording. Students will be given only 4 minutes to determine a topic 
and to prepare for their presentations. They will not have enough time to write 
down the full presentation.

2. Do not translate. Some students may be tempted to first compose the presen-
tation in English and then translate it into Chinese. This is not recommended. 
Not only is it not a productive use of time, but translations do not generally 
yield the best results. Students should practice thinking and speaking in 
Chinese to achieve a smooth, natural flow in their speech.

3. Do learn as much vocabulary as possible to cover as many topics as 
possible.

4. Do use the best vocabulary/idioms as possible. Using a more sophisticated 
phrase or idiom has a definite advantage over using a single word, or a 
tediously long and drawn-out description.

5. Do correct a mistake immediately. Self-correction shows that students have 
mastered the correct grammar.

6. Do practice recording presentations with a variety of topics before taking the 
exam. This way, students can compare what they think with what they actually 
speak. Listening to their own voice often helps students become more confident 
in their abilities. Keep in mind that students will be given 2 minutes to deliver 
their presentations. They may need to adjust their pace to ensure that they 
complete their presentations within 2 minutes.
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FREE-RESPONSE SECTION: SPEAKING

Type: Free-Response—Speaking
Number of problems: 7
Weight: 25%
Duration: approx. 10 minutes

Directions: You will be asked to present the following two Speaking tasks.
1. Conversation: There will be 6 related questions. For each question you hear, 

you will have 20 seconds to respond.
2. Cultural Presentation: You will hear and see the topic for your presentation. 

You will have 4 minutes to prepare, and 2 minutes to present.

Important Notes:
1. You cannot move back and forth between the two tasks.
2. After finishing the last oral question from the first task, you will be moved auto-

matically to the second task.

Knowledge & Skills:
1. Presentation, interpersonal, and interpretive communication.
2. Application of basic cultural knowledge.
3. Speaking.

Strategies:
1. Be focused, and stay on topic.
2. Conversation—be courteous, address your interviewer in the beginning, and 

thank him/her at the end.
3. Cultural presentation—address the topic, usually a cultural practice, product, 

place, or person, in detail.
4. Use the displayed clock to gauge the remaining time.
5. Maintain a steady pace and a natural tone.

Fig. 5-1 Speaking Task Breakdown
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Speaking Skills Practice
This section contains 20 practice topics. The suggested test prompts are not a 
definitive list, but they will help students get used to the test format, learn related 
vocabulary, develop presentation strategies, and build confidence.

The prompts may ask about personal opinions, past experiences, future plans, 
and so on. Students should keep in mind that these questions will be based on one 
topic. The topics typically deal with general subjects that high school students are 
familiar with.

Additional Useful Words are provided for each of the selected topics.
The following practice sections are presented in an order similar to the practice 

sections in the Writing chapter. Students will participate in a simulated conversa-
tion and make a cultural presentation.

In the Conversation section, students will be given 20 seconds to record their 
response for each question. Students should respond as fully and as appropriately 
as possible. The questions will be centered around one topic.

In the Cultural Presentation section, students will be asked to address a suite of 
prompts based on a topic in Chinese. Students should imagine the scenario of 
making an oral presentation in a Chinese class. First, students will read and hear 
the topic for the presentation. Students will have 4 minutes to prepare for the 
presentation and another 2 minutes to record the presentation. The presentation 
should be as complete as possible.

Useful words are given for each topic and can be used in both conversations and 
cultural presentations. The question prompts for the Conversation section are 
scripted, for your reference.

Topic One: School
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) kèchéng curriculum; course
 ( ) bìxiūkè core course
 ( ) xuǎnxiūkè elective course
 ( ) jīchǔkè basic course

 ( ) kèwài huódòng extracurricular activities
 ( ) zuòyè assignment
 ( ) chéngjì grade; score
 ( ) xuéfēn credit
 ( ) xiězuò writing; composition
 ( ) tǐyù sport

 ( ) shìjiè wénxué world literature
 ( ) Yīngguó wénxué English literature
 ( ) shèhuì xuékē social studies

 ( ) lìshǐ history
shìjièshǐ world history

 ( ) Ōuzhōushǐ European history
 ( ) Měiguóshǐ U.S. history
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zhèngfǔ government
 ( ) jīngjìxué economics
 ( ) shèhuìxué sociology
 ( ) xīnlǐxué psychology

 ( ) yìshù arts
 ( ) biànlùnxué forensics

 ( ) yuěduì band
juéshì jazz

 ( ) guǎnxián yuèduì orchestra
 ( ) xìjù drama

wǔdǎo dance
 ( ) xíngxiàng yìshù graphic arts

 ( ) bàozhǐ newspaper
 ( ) niánjiàn yearbook
 ( ) shùxué mathematics

 ( ) dàishùxué algebra
 ( ) jǐhéxué geometry

 ( ) shùxué fēnxī math analysis
 ( ) tŏngjìxué statistics
 ( ) wēijīfēn calculus

 ( ) kēxué science
 ( ) shēngwùxué biology

 ( ) huàxué chemistry
 ( ) wùlǐxué physics

 ( ) huánjìng kēxué environmental science
 ( ) jiěpōuxué anatomy
 ( ) shēnglǐxué physiology

 ( ) tǐyùjiàoyù physical education
 ( ) jìsuànjīxué computer science

 ( ) diàn nǎo computer science
 ( ) yīxué medicine

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with a new student about the extracurricular activities 
offered at your school. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

Chinese is a unique language. Choose one characteristic of Chinese characters to 
present. In your presentation, describe why this aspect of Chinese characters is 
significant.

CD 3
Track

1
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Topic Two: Sports
USEFUL WORDS

pǎobù running
 ( ) tǐcāo gymnastics
 ( ) kuàlán hurdle race
 ( ) tiěbǐng discus

shuāijiāo wrestling
  huábīng skating

zúqiú soccer
 ( ) lěiqiú softball
 ( ) wǎngqiú tennis

páiqiú volleyball
bàngqiú baseball
hànbīng roller skating
shǒuqiú handball

 ( ) qiānqiú shot put
 ( ) lánqiú basketball

 ( ) gǎnlǎnqiú rugby; football
yǔmáoqiú badminton
qǔgùnqiú hockey
pīngpāngqiú ping-pong

 ( ) gāo’ěrfūqiú golf
 ( ) bǐsài competition
 ( ) jiàoliàn coach

 ( ) yùndòngyuán athlete
 ( ) duì team
 ( ) shū lose
 ( ) yíng win

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with Yu Pingping, a reporter from your school news-
paper, who is interviewing you about your opinion on sports. She will ask you six 
questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are many Chinese martial arts. Choose one art you know (Qigong, Taijiquan, 
Shaolin Kung Fu, etc.) and describe the particular demographic that is associated 
with this sport, and any other necessary details, in your presentation.

CD 3
Track

2
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Topic Three: Lifestyle
USEFUL WORDS

shēnghuó fāngshì lifestyle
 ( ) fēnggé style
 ( ) cáifù wealth; valuable things

dìwèi position; status
jiànkāng health; healthy
wénmíng civilization; civilized
jíbìng disease
xīnqíng mood

 ( ) kuānróng tolerance; broad-mindedness
 ( ) qìfēn atmosphere

xīyān smoke
hējiǔ alcoholic drink
dúpǐn narcotic drugs; narcotics
xīdú drug-taking

 ( ) yǐnshí food and beverage; diet
 ( ) wèishēng hygiene; health; sanitation
 ( ) xíguàn habit; custom; be used to
 ( ) xíqì bad habit; bad practice

shuìmián sleep
chōngpèi full of (energy); abundant
chōngzú abundant; quite sufficient; enough
shīmián suffer from insomnia
jīnglì energy; vigor
jīngshén spirits

 ( ) xíngwéi behavior; conduct; act
wēihài harm; danger

 ( ) guīlǜ regular pattern
 ( ) guīzé rule; regulation
 ( ) jǐnzhāng nervous; tense

xiàolǜ efficiency
 ( ) láolèi tired; exhausted; fatigued
 ( ) píbèi exhausted

píjuàn tired; weary; fatigued
 ( ) guòdù over; excessive
 ( ) tàidù attitude; approach
 ( ) zìjué conscious; aware; conscientious
 ( ) zīyuán natural resources
 ( ) jiéyuē save; conserve
 ( ) làngfèi waste

 ( ) fù zérèn take responsibility
rénshēng life

 ( ) mùbiāo target
zūnshǒu  observe (rules, regulations, 

discipline)
gōngdé social morality

 ( ) shǒu shí be punctual
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Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your Chinese teacher about students’ lifestyles 
in the United States. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are many Chinese idioms and proverbs about health. Choose one to present. 
Describe the meaning of this expression and explain its relevance in a presentation. 
Explain how it affects people in everyday life.

Topic Four: Entertainment
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) jiémù program
 ( ) xīnwén news

 ( ) shāngyè piàn commercial
 ( ) yìshù piàn art film
 ( ) jìlù piàn documentary
  kǎtōng piàn cartoon

kēhuàn piàn science fiction film
kǒngbù piàn horror movie

 ( ) bēijù piàn tragedy film
 ( ) xǐjù piàn comedy film

gōngfupiàn kungfu movie
 ( ) jīngxiǎnpiàn adventure film
 ( ) liánxùjù series drama
 ( ) féizàojù soap opera
 ( ) tuōkǒuxiù talk show

 ( ) gǔdiǎn yīnyuè classical music
 ( ) yáogǔnyuè rock
 ( ) juéshìyuè jazz
 ( ) diànyǐngyuàn movie theatre

 ( ) lǐtáng auditorium
 ( ) dǎoyǎn director
 ( ) yìrén actor; artist
 ( ) yǎnyuán actor; actress; performer

yǎnjì acting skill

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with Zhang Lin, a school news reporter, about your 
hobbies and interests. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are many Chinese traditional arts. Choose one (such as Peking opera, cross-
talk, lion dance, etc.). In your presentation, describe this art and give your own 
opinion on it.

CD 3
Track

3

CD 3
Track

4
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Topic Five: Jobs
USEFUL WORDS

  lì advantage; benefit
  bì disadvantage

 ( ) jiēchù have contact with
 ( ) fùzá complicated
 ( ) jīlěi  accumulate; build up 

 (knowledge, experience)
 ( ) jīngyàn experience
 ( ) jīnglì experience; undergo
 ( ) duànliàn temper; toughen; take exercise
 ( ) shíjiàn practice
 ( ) bǎoguì valuable; precious
  fēnsàn disperse
  jīnglì energy; vigor
 ( ) zhuànqián make money
 ( ) jiǎnqīng lighten; ease; reduce
 ( ) fùdān burden; load
 ( ) fēnyōu  share someone’s cares or 

 burdens
 ( ) xuéfèi tuition fee

 ( ) shēnghuófèi living expenses
 ( ) língyòngqián allowance

 ( ) fēngfù rich; enrich
 ( ) tǐyàn  learn through practice or 

 experience
 ( ) kǎoyàn test; testing
 ( ) guānchá observe
 ( ) jiànshi experience; knowledge
 ( ) jīchǔ foundation
 ( ) dúlì be independent; independent
 ( ) dānwù delay; hold up; waste

 ( ) shàngdàng shòupiàn be fooled and tricked
 ( ) xiétiáo  coordinate; concert; bring 

 into line
  ānpái arrange

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with Gu Wei, a reporter from a radio station, who is 
interviewing people about high school students with part-time jobs. He will ask 
you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are many social customs. Choose one aspect (being a guest in someone’s 
home, the use of address terms, small talk, etc.). In your presentation, describe this 
social custom and give your own opinion on it.

CD 3
Track

5
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Topic Six: Friendship
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) yìxìng the opposite sex
yīnsù factor; element

 ( ) liàn’ài be in love
xìngfú happy; happiness; well-being
bǐcǐ each other

 ( ) liáojiě understand; know
xìnrèn trust; have confidence in
làngmàn romantic
gǎnqíng feelings; emotions; sentiments
fēnxiǎng share (joy, rights, etc.)

 ( ) yōuxiù outstanding; excellent
xìnggé personality
wàixiàng extroverted
nèixiàng introverted

 ( ) píqi temper; temperament
 ( ) kāilǎng outgoing; cheerful

yǒuhǎo friendly; amicable
jízào impetuous; impatient

 ( ) tǐtiē  be sensitive to someone’s mood or plight; 
 show great care and consideration

 ( ) wēnróu gentle and soft
 ( ) wēnhé gentle
 ( ) yōumò humorous
  hàixiū shy
 ( ) qínfèn diligent; industrious
 ( ) niánlíng age
 ( ) zhǎngxiàng looks; appearance
  shēncái stature; figure
 ( ) xìngqù hobbies
 ( ) xíguàn habit

chéngshú mature
jiāowǎng socialize; have dealings with
wénhuà culture
bèijǐng background

  jiàoyù education
chéngdù degree; level (of education, ability)
bùtóng different; difference

  xiāngsì resemble; be similar; be alike
 ( ) gōutōng communicate
 ( ) chōngtū conflict
 ( ) zhēngzhí argue; disagree

chǎojià quarrel
fēn shǒu break up

 ( ) nào fān have a falling out (with somebody)
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 ( ) yǐngxiǎng influence; affect
 ( ) chuántǒng tradition; traditional

bǎoshǒu conservative
 ( ) zérènxīn sense of responsibility (or duty)

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with a Chinese teacher, Lu Xiaomin, about friendships 
and relationships in high school. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

1. There are many Chinese idioms and proverbs about friendship. Choose one 
to present. In your presentation, describe the meaning of this expression 
and explain when this idiom or proverb is applicable. Also explain how this 
expression has helped you with friends.

2. There are many taboo topics in Chinese social rites. Choose one aspect 
(colors, entertaining guests, private matters, etc.) to present. Describe this 
taboo and give your own opinion on it.

Topic Seven: Clothing
USEFUL WORDS

yīfu clothes
 ( ) chènshān shirt
 ( ) kùzi pants

 ( ) niúzǎikù jeans; cowboy pants
qúnzi skirt
dàyī overcoat

 ( ) jiákè jacket
wàitào coat; jacket
nèiyī underwear

 ( ) xīzhuāng suit
 ( ) yùndòngfú sportswear; sports clothes

máoyī sweater
T- tìxùshān T-shirt

màozi hat
 ( ) wéijīn scarf

xié shoes
 ( ) wàzi socks; stockings
 ( ) lǐngdài necktie

jiàn  a measure word, typically for garments 
 above the waist, such as shirts, 
 blouses, dresses

 ( ) tiáo  a measure word, typically for garments 
 below the waist, such as pants, 
 skirts

tào suite; set

CD 3
Track
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 ( ) shuāng a pair
 ( ) dǐng a measure for hats

dàxiǎo size
 ( ) chángduǎn length

hòubó thickness
 ( ) shìyàng style
 ( ) héshì suitable

chuān to wear (essentials, e.g., shirt, shoes)
dài to wear (accessories, e.g., hat, jewelry)

 ( ) yánsè color
huáng yellow

 ( ) lǜ green
hóng red

 ( ) lán blue
huī grey
zǐ purple
hēi black
bái white
fěnhóng pink
kāfēisè coffee color
páizi brand
míngpái name brand

 ( ) zhìliàng quality
dǎzhé discount

 ( ) wùměi jiàlián attractive goods at inexpensive prices

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with Wang Yang, a new student at your school, about 
fashion styles for high school students, and the standard for buying clothes.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

In China, different colors may be associated with different things or events. In your 
presentation, choose one color (white, red, black, yellow, etc.), describe what the 
color represents, and introduce related idioms, proverbs, and symbolism.

Topic Eight: Food
USEFUL WORDS

zhōngcān Chinese food
xīcān Western food
sùcài vegetarian; vegetable dishes

 ( ) hūncài meat or fish dishes
qīngcài green leafy vegetable
ròu meat

 ( ) jī chicken
niúròu beef

CD 3
Track

7
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zhūròu pork
yángròu lamb; mutton
yú fish

 ( ) kǎoyā roast duck
jiācháng dòufu home-style tofu
tángcùyú fish in sweet-and-sour sauce

 ( ) suānlàtāng hot-and-sour soup
 ( ) mǐfàn cooked rice
 ( ) jiǎozi dumplings
 ( ) miànbāo bread
 ( ) miàntiáo noodles

 ( ) bǐsàbǐng pizza
kōngxīnfěn spaghetti

 ( ) hànbǎobāo hamburger
sānmíngzhì sandwich
yóu oil; oily

( ) yán salt
táng sugar
cù vinegar

 ( ) jiàngyóu soy sauce
wèijīng monosodium glutamate (MSG)
wèidào taste; flavor
suān sour

 tián sweet
kǔ bitter
là spicy
xiāng fragrant; nice-smelling

 ( ) nì greasy (food)
dàn bland

 ( ) xián salty
qīngdàn light in flavor

 ( ) xīnxiān fresh
nèn tender
lǎo tough

 ( ) è hungry
kě thirsty
hǎochī delicious

 ( ) nánchī taste bad
niúnǎi milk
suānnǎi yogurt

 ( ) yǐnliào beverage
 ( ) kuàngquánshuǐ mineral water

qìshuǐ soda
 ( ) chúnjìngshuǐ spring water

 ( ) lǜchá green tea
hóngchá black tea
bīngchá ice tea
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 ( ) níngméngchá lemon tea
jiǔ liquor
báijiǔ alcohol
pútáojiǔ wine
píjiǔ beer

 ( ) xiāngbīnjiǔ champagne
guǒzhī juice

 ( ) píngguǒzhī apple juice
chéngzhī orange juice

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your friend Li Haixia about Chinese food. She 
will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

1. Food is an important part of Chinese culture. Choose one well-known dish 
(Beijing duck, boiled dumplings, sweet-and-sour pork, etc.). In your pre-
sentation, describe this dish, including the ingredients, the taste, the history 
behind it, and any other necessary information. If you have sampled this 
food before, describe your experience.

2. Chinese food is divided into categories by region and ethnic group. Choose 
one cuisine (Sichuan cuisine, Shanghai cuisine, Guangdong cuisine, etc.). 
In your presentation, describe this cuisine, including the ingredients, the 
tastes, the history behind it, and any other necessary information. If you 
have sampled this food before, describe your experience.

Topic Nine: Housing
USEFUL WORDS

chéngshì city
 ( ) xiāngcūn countryside

 ( ) zhèn town
ānquán safe; safety

 ( ) ānjìng quiet
 ( ) gānjìng clean

chǎo noisy
lǐxiǎng ideal
wèizhi location

 ( ) qūyù area; district
 ( ) zhùzháiqū residential area

 ( ) shìqū urban
 ( ) jiāoqū outskirts; suburb

 cūn village
 ( ) gōngyuán park

 ( ) tǐyùguǎn gymnasium
 ( ) gòuwù zhōngxīn shopping center
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 ( ) túshūguǎn library
 ( ) yīyuàn hospital

 ( ) yòuzhìyuán kindergarten
 ( ) yǎnglǎoyuàn senior citizens’ home

 ( ) xuéxiào school
jiàotáng church

 ( ) mǎlù road
gāosù gōnglù freeway
jiāotōng transportation
fāngbiàn convenient

 ( ) fēngjǐng scenery
 ( ) huánjìng environment; surroundings
 ( ) yōuměi beautiful
 ( ) shèbèi facilities; equipment
 ( ) shèshī installations; facilities

gōngyù apartment
sùshè dorm

 ( ) shìchǎng market
 ( ) jùyuàn theatre

 ( ) bówùguǎn museum
 ( ) dòngwùyuán zoological garden

gébì next door
 ( ) línjū neighbor
 ( ) jiànzhù architecture
 ( ) shùlín woods

hé river
hú lake
hǎi ocean

 ( ) hǎibīn seashore; seaside
shān mountain; hill

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your friend about your living situation and envi-
ronment. He will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

Ancient Chinese architecture established a unique system with highly developed 
styles. Choose one aspect to present. In your presentation, give a brief history and 
geography of the architectural work, and describe its characteristics. If you have 
been to the place, please talk about your own experience.
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Topic Ten: Transportation
USEFUL WORDS

  jiāotōng transportation
  jiāotōng guǎnlǐ traffic control
 ( ) jiāotōng guīzé traffic regulation
  jiāotōng shìgù accident
 ( ) gōnggòng qìchē bus

 ( ) diànchē cable car; trolley bus; tram
 ( ) chūzū qìchē taxi

 ( ) jìchéngchē taxi
 ( ) kǎchē truck
 ( ) dìtiě subway
 ( ) huǒchē train
 ( ) fēijī airplane

  chuán boat; ship
 ( ) zìxíngchē bicycle
 ( ) mótuōchē motorcycle
 ( ) tíngchēchǎng parking lot

 ( ) chēzhàn stop (of bus, train, etc.)
 ( ) mǎtóu wharf; dock
  gǎngkǒu port; harbor
 ( ) jīchǎng airport

  jiāyóuzhàn gas station
  rénxíngdào sidewalk

  sùdù xiànzhì speed limit
  jiāotōng dǔsè traffic jam
 ( ) chàngtōng wúzǔ unobstructed; unimpeded
  shuǐxiè bùtōng overwhelm
 ( ) gāofēng shíjiān rush hour

  jiēdào street
 ( ) xiànlù route
  gōnggòng public
  gǎishàn improve
 ( ) zhuàngkuàng state; situation
 ( ) tiáojiàn condition
  dàolù road
  yǒuxiào efficient
  néngyuán energy
  jiǎnshǎo reduce
  wūrǎn pollution

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with a Chinese friend about the transportation system 
in your city. She will ask you six questions.
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Cultural Presentation Prompt

Bicycles, as well as motorcycles, are very important for many people in their daily 
lives. Choose one aspect of this topic to present. In your presentation, discuss why 
these vehicles are important to people, and also the pros and cons of bicycles and 
motorcycles versus other transportation methods.

Topic Eleven: Family
USEFUL WORDS

  jiātíng shēnghuó family life
  dài generation

  chūshēn origin
 ( ) hòudài descendants; later generations
 ( ) xuèyuán consanguinity; blood relationship
 ( ) chéngyuán member
  zǔfù father’s father
  zǔmǔ father’s mother

  wàizǔfù mother’s father
  wàizǔmǔ mother’s mother

  fùmǔ parent
 ( ) fùqīn father
 ( ) mǔqīn mother
 ( ) jìfù stepfather
 ( ) jìmǔ stepmother
 ( ) yǎngfù adopted father
 ( ) yǎngmǔ adopted mother
  gēge elder brother
  jiějie elder sister
  dìdi younger brother
  mèimei younger sister
 ( ) qīnshǔ relations; relatives
 ( ) qīnqi relatives
  gūmǔ father’s sister
 ( ) yímā mother’s sister
  dàbó father’s elder brother
  shūshu father’s younger brother
  jiùjiu mother’s brother
  zǐnǚ children
  zūnjìng respect
 ( ) zhǎngbèi elder member of a family
 ( ) wǎnbèi the younger generation
 ( ) píngbèi person of the same generation
  píngděng equality
  qīwàng hope for and expect
 ( ) dānqīn single parent
 ( ) fūfù husband and wife
  hūnyīn marriage
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 ( ) jiéhūn get married
 ( ) líhūn divorce
  tóngjū  cohabit; live together in common 

 law
 ( ) guānxì relation; relationship
  róngqià harmonious; on friendly terms
 ( ) jǐnzhāng strained
 ( ) yángé strict
  jiājiào  family upbringing; family 

 instruction
  guǎn care about

 ( ) guān’ài care and concern
 ( ) nì’ài pamper (a child)
 ( ) hémù harmony
 ( ) wēnnuǎn warm
 ( ) kuàilè happy; pleased
 ( ) wěndìng stable
  cāoxīn trouble and worry about
 ( ) fēndān share (burden)
 ( ) jiāwù household duties

 ( ) jiātíng zhǔfù housewife
 ( ) zhíyè fùnǚ working wife

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your friend about common issues in today’s 
families. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

The average Chinese family has experienced many changes from traditional to 
modern lifestyles. In your presentation, choose one family issue (family planning, 
nuclear families, single-parent families, adopted children, etc.), describe this issue 
and the changes that led to it, and explain how you feel about this topic.

Topic Twelve: Education
USEFUL WORDS

  pǔjí jiàoyù universal education
 ( ) yìwù jiàoyù compulsory education

 ( ) yōudiǎn strong point; strengths
 ( ) quēdiǎn shortcomings
  fāngshì method

 ( ) tiányāshì cramming method (in teaching)
 ( ) qǐfāshì  elicitation method (in teaching); 

 heuristic method
 ( ) zhǔdòngxìng initiative
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 ( ) dǎ jīchǔ establish a foundation
 ( ) shàngjìnxīn the desire to be better; aspiration

  dūcù supervise and urge
 ( ) gǔlì encourage
 ( ) zhòngshì take seriously; view as important
 ( ) fāhuī  bring one’s (initiative, etc.) into 

 full play
  xiǎngxiànglì imagination
 ( ) chuàngzàolì creativity

 ( ) sǐjì yìngbèi mechanical memorizing
 ( ) dúshū study; read
 ( ) běnlǐng skill; capability
 ( ) jìngzhēng compete
 ( ) tàidu attitude
 ( ) rènzhēn earnest; serious
 ( ) zìjué self-aware; self-motivated
 ( ) yālì pressure
 ( ) fùdān burden; load
  táotài eliminate through competition
  yāoqiú demand; require
 ( ) mùbiāo goal; target

 ( ) bǔxíbān “cram” school
 ( ) fǔdǎo tutor

 ( ) wàngzǐ chénglóng  hope for one’s child to be very 
 successful

  yòngxīn liángkǔ  have really given much thought 
 to the matter; well-meaning

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with an exchange student from China about your 
opinions on the pros and cons of the American education system. He will ask you 
six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

1. There are many traditional Chinese stories about learning. Choose one to 
present. In your presentation, explain the meaning of the proverb or idiom 
and tell an analogous narrative. Then, talk about the effect of this story on 
yourself.

2. Choose one feature specific to Chinese education to present. Describe the 
feature in general and explain how it affects students. Give your opinions 
on this topic.
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Topic Thirteen: Festivities
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) xísú custom
  tèsè special feature
 ( ) xǐqìng auspicious occasion
 ( ) zhùyuàn wish
 ( ) qìfēn atmosphere
 ( ) Chūnjié Spring Festival
  chúxī Chinese New Year’s Eve
  biānpào firecracker
  bài nián  pay someone a visit during Chinese 

 New Year
 ( ) yāsuìqián  money given to children as a gift 

 during Chinese New Year
 ( ) hóngbāo  a traditional Chinese red packet with 

 money inside
 ( ) tuányuánfàn family reunion dinner

  niángāo Chinese New Year cake
 ( ) Yuánxiāojié the Lantern Festival

  yuánxiāo  sweet dumplings made of glutinous 
 rice

 ( ) huādēng festive lantern
 ( ) dēngmí lantern riddle

 ( ) Duānwǔjié Dragon Boat Festival
  zòngzi  a kind of dumpling wrapped in 

 bamboo leaves eaten during the 
 Dragon Boat Festival

 ( ) lóngzhōu dragon boat
 ( ) Zhōngqiūjié the Mid-Autumn Festival

 ( ) yuèbǐng moon cake
 ( ) shǎng yuè enjoy looking at the moon
  xiǎngniàn miss
 ( ) gùxiāng hometown

 ( ) héjiā tuányuán family reunion
 ( ) liánhuān have a get-together; have a party
 ( ) wǎnhuì  a party that takes place in the 

 evening
 ( ) jiǎnzhǐ paper-cuts
 ( ) niánhuà New Year paintings
 ( ) wǔ shī lion dance
 ( ) wǔ lóng dragon dance

 ( ) Shèngdànjié Christmas
  Jīdūjiào Christianity
  Píng’ānyè Christmas Eve

 ( ) lǐbài religious service
 ( ) huānlè happy; joyful
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 ( ) lǐwù present
 ( ) gǎn’ēnjié Thanksgiving

  gǔlǎo ancient
 ( ) fēngshèng rich; sumptuous

  měiwèi jiāyáo delicious food
 ( ) huǒjī turkey

 ( ) nánguābǐng pumpkin pie
 ( ) wànshèngjié Halloween

 ( ) fúshì dress and personal adornment
 ( ) wǔyán liùsè colorful
  qiānqí bǎiguài  all kinds of strange sights and 

 happenings
  miànjù mask
  tángguǒ sweets; candies

 ( ) Qíngrénjié Valentine’s Day
  qiǎokèlì chocolate

 ( ) xiānhuā fresh flowers
 ( ) Mǔqīnjié Mother’s Day
 ( ) Fùqīnjié Father’s Day

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with an exchange student about holidays in America 
and China. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

China has many ethnic groups, all of which have different holidays. In your pre-
sentation, choose a traditional Chinese holiday (the Spring Festival, the Lantern 
Festival, the Mid-Autumn Festival, etc.), and describe the history behind this 
holiday, traditional customs, related cultural myths, and how the Chinese people 
celebrate it.

Topic Fourteen: Travel
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) hùzhào passport
 (  qiānzhèng visa

 ( ) lǐngshìguǎn consulate
 ( ) yóukè tourist

 ( ) yóulǎnqū sightseeing district
 ( ) lǚyóu jǐngdiǎn tourist attraction
 ( ) zìrán jǐngguān natural splendor

 ( ) jìniànpǐn souvenir
 ( ) guójiā gōngyuán national park

  lǚxíngshè travel agency
 ( ) dǎoyóu tour guide
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 ( ) dìng reserve
 ( ) jīpiào plane ticket

 ( ) guójì hángbān international flight
 ( ) guónèi hángbān domestic flight

 ( ) hángbānhào flight number
  xíngli luggage

  wǎngfǎn lǚxíng round-trip
 ( ) dānchéng lǚxíng outbound-journey

 ( ) fēixíng flight; flying
 ( ) qǐfēi take off
 ( ) dàodá arrive
 ( ) yuǎnzú excursion; outing
 ( ) tànxiǎn expedition
 ( ) lǚguǎn hotel

 ( ) qìchē lǚguǎn motel
 ( ) tèkuàichē express train

 ( ) dēngjì check-in
 ( ) jiézhàng check-out

 ( ) dānrénfáng single room
 ( ) shuāngrénfáng double room

 ( ) dújù jiàngxīn  exquisite workmanship with an 
 ingenious design

  húguāng shānsè landscape of lakes and hills
  yīshān bàngshuǐ  surrounded by hills on one side 

 and water on the other
 ( ) jǐngsè rúhuà picturesque views
  shānqīng shuǐxiù  beautiful mountains and clear 

 waters

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your roommate about travel. He will ask you six 
questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are many famous places and landmarks in China that are UNESCO World 
Heritage sites. Choose one place (Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries, Mount Huang-
shan, the Landscape of Guilin, etc.). In your presentation, describe the location, 
the physical characteristics, and the history behind this place. If you have been there 
before, include your personal experience as well.

Topic Fifteen: Art
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) yìshù art
 (  yìshù zuòpǐn work of art

 ( ) yìshùjiā artist
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 ( ) huìhuà painting; drawing
 ( ) yīnyuè music
  wǔdǎo dance
 ( ) jiànzhù building
 ( ) dònghuà cartoon
 ( ) mànhuà caricature
 ( ) shèyǐng photography
 ( ) huàjiā painter
  mótè model
 ( ) huàxiàng portrait
 ( ) yóuhuà Chinese painting

 ( ) fēngjǐnghuà landscape
 ( ) gōngyìpǐn craftwork

 ( ) yuánlín garden
 ( ) wénfáng sìbǎo  the four treasures of the study: 

 writing brush, ink stick, ink slab, 
 paper

 ( ) qín qí shū huà  the four subjects traditionally 
 studied by educated people: a 
 traditional musical instrument, 
 chess, calligraphy, painting

 ( ) shūfǎ calligraphy
 ( ) jiǎnzhǐ paper-cut
 ( ) fēngzheng kites
 ( ) duìlián antithetical couplet
 ( ) cìxiù embroidery

 ( ) Zhōngguójié Chinese knot
  táoqì ceramics
  cíqì porcelain
 ( ) wǔshù martial art
 ( ) Jīngjù Beijing opera

 ( ) fēngfù duōcǎi rich and colorful
 ( ) bǎoguì valuable
 ( ) cáifù wealth; fortune
 ( ) xǐ’ài like; favor
 ( ) jīngdiǎn classics
  yǎnchū performance
 ( ) xīnshǎng enjoy

 ( ) bówùguǎn museum
 ( ) měishùguǎn pinacotheca

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your roommate about different types of art. He 
will ask you six questions.
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Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are many traditional Chinese art forms. In your presentation, choose one 
specific form of art (kites, Chinese calligraphy, Chinese embroidery, Chinese ceram-
ics, etc.) and describe and explain the basics of this art, its history, and its signifi-
cance in Chinese culture. If possible, explain your personal experience with this 
type of art.

Topic Sixteen: Literature & History
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) wénxué literature
 ( ) jiézuò masterpiece

 ( ) gǔdiǎn wénxué classical literature
 ( ) xiàndài wénxué contemporary literature
 ( ) dàzhòng wénxué popular literature
 ( ) mínjiān wénxué folklore
 ( ) wǎngluò wénxué Internet literature

  bókè blog
 ( ) xiǎoshuō novel

 ( ) àiqíng xiǎoshuō love story
 ( ) zhēntàn xiǎoshuō detective story
 ( ) yōumò xiǎoshuō humorous story
 ( ) lìshǐ xiǎoshuō historical novel

 ( ) sǎnwén prose
 ( ) shīgē poetry
 ( ) jùběn play; drama; script
 ( ) suíbǐ essay
 ( ) yóujì book of travels
 ( ) zhuànjì biography

 ( ) bàogào wénxué reportage
 ( ) yùyán fables; allegory
  zuòjiā writer
  zuòzhě author
 ( ) shīrén poet
  míngrén famous people
 ( ) dúzhě reader
 ( ) guānzhòng spectator; audience
 ( ) kèhuà characterize
  miáoshù describe
  rénwù character; literary figure
 ( ) shēngdòng vividly
  fǎnyìng reflect
 ( ) xiànshí reality; actuality
 ( ) shǐshū historical records

 ( ) chàngxiāoshū best seller
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Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your friend about your favorite piece of literature 
and the history behind it. She will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

1. There are many famous Chinese literary works. In your presentation, choose 
one work (a novel, poem, screenplay, etc.), introduce the author, give a 
brief summary, and state your own opinion of this work.

2. There were many famous people in ancient China. In your presentation, 
choose one person (Confucius, Qin Shi Huang, Qu Yuan, etc.) and give a 
brief biography, including important things this person accomplished and 
how they have affected you in your life.

Topic Seventeen: Society
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) shèhuì society
  zhèngfǔ government
 ( ) guójiā country

 ( ) rèmén huàtí hot topic
 ( ) biànhuà change
 ( ) xiànxiàng phenomenon
 ( ) jīhuì opportunity

 ( ) pínfù bùjūn  unequal distribution of 
 wealth

 ( ) zǒngzú race
 ( ) qíshì discriminate against
 ( ) fùnǚ woman; women in general

 ( ) zhòngnán qīngnǚ  regard males as superior to 
 females

  tónggōng tóngchóu equal pay for equal work
 ( ) shīyè lose one’s job
  zōngjiào religion
  píngděng equal
  gōngpíng fair
 ( ) qiāngzhī firearms
 ( ) xiànfǎ constitution
  sīrén private individual
  fànzuì commit a crime
  zuìfàn criminal
 ( ) shārén kill someone
  sǐxíng death penalty
  dúpǐn narcotic drugs
 ( ) dǔbó gamble
 ( ) duòtāi abortion
 ( ) tōuqiè steal; pilfer
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 ( ) qiǎngjié rob; loot
 ( ) yánzhòng serious
 ( ) wēixiǎn dangerous; danger
  jiějué resolve
 ( ) bànfǎ  method; way (to solve a 

 problem)
  tígāo improve
  dìwèi status
 ( ) yùfáng prevention
  fǎlǜ the law
 ( ) bǎohù protect
  bǎozhàng ensure; safeguard
 ( ) quánlì right
  jiànquán  well-developed (of laws, 

 institutions)
  lǐxiǎng ideal

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with an exchange student about problems in American 
society today. He will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are 56 ethnic groups in China, each of which has developed individual 
customs. Choose one of these groups, and make a presentation about how these 
people live. If possible, tell a related story.

Topic Eighteen: Geography & Climate
USEFUL WORDS

  dìlǐ geography
 ( ) guójiā country
 ( ) miànjī area
  rénkǒu population
 ( ) guóqí national flag

  zhōu state
  shěng province
 ( ) xiàn county
  shì city
 ( ) qū district

  shǒudū capital
  hǎiyáng ocean
  sēnlín forest
  shāmò desert
  shānmài mountain
  héliú river
  píngyuán plain; flatlands
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  gāoyuán plateau; highland
  shāngǔ valley
 ( ) qìhòu climate
 ( ) tiānqì weather
 ( ) jìjié season
 ( ) tèdiǎn feature; special characteristic
  píngjūn average
 ( ) wēndù temperature
 ( ) gānzào dry
 ( ) shīrùn wet

 ( ) fēng wind
  yǔ rain
 ( ) yún cloud

 ( ) quánqiú biànnuǎn global warming
 ( ) wēnshì xiàoyìng greenhouse effect
 ( ) zìrán zāinàn natural disaster

  hóngshuǐ flood
 ( ) hànzāi drought
 ( ) huǒzāi fire (as a disaster)
  dìzhèn earthquake

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your friend about the geography of a country of 
your choice. He will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

1. Choose one place (Beijing, Taipei, Xi’an, Hong Kong, Singapore, etc.) to 
present. In your presentation, give a report on this place. If you have been 
there, describe your experience there.

2. There are many unique natural landmarks in China. Choose one natural 
tourist attraction. In your presentation, describe this place. If you have been 
there, describe your experience there.

Topic Nineteen: Science & Technology
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) kēxué science
 ( ) kēxuéjiā scientist

 ( ) diànzǐ electronics
 ( ) gāokējì high technology
 ( ) jīqìrén robot

 ( ) diànnǎo computer
 ( ) wǎngluò Internet

 ( ) diànzǐxìn e-mail
 ( ) shǒujī cell phone
 ( ) fāmíng invention
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  kèlóng cloning
 ( ) tàiyángnéng solar energy

 ( ) qìchē automobile
 ( ) shíxiàn realize
 ( ) mèngxiǎng dream
  gǎishàn improve
 ( ) gǎibiàn changed
  tígāo raise; heighten; advance
  xiàolǜ efficiency

 ( ) jījímiàn positive side
 ( ) xiāojímiàn negative side

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with your teacher about how technology affects peo-
ple’s daily lives. He will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

1. Traditional Chinese medicine is an important part of Chinese culture. 
Choose one aspect of Chinese medicine and elaborate on this subject.

2. Many inventions of ancient China affect people to this day. Choose one 
invention (gunpowder, paper, fireworks, compass, etc.), give a brief history 
of it, and explain its historical significance.

Topic Twenty: Humans & Nature
USEFUL WORDS

 ( ) rénlèi humanity
  zìrán nature
 ( ) dòngwù animal
  shēngwù biology
  zhíwù plant
 ( ) huánjìng environment
 ( ) bǎohù protection
  wūrǎn pollution; pollute
 ( ) zīyuán resource
  néngyuán energy resources
 ( ) shēngtài ecology
  pínghéng balance; balanced
 ( ) gōngyè industry
 ( ) huàxué chemistry
 ( ) fèiwù wastes
  lājī trash
  páifàng discharge
 ( ) fèiqì waste gas or steam
 ( ) fèizhā waste residue; solid waste
 ( ) fèishuǐ waste water

CD 3
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  zàoyīn noise
 ( ) chòuyǎngcéng ozone layer; ozonosphere

  suānyǔ acid rain
  zhìlǐ bring under control; manage
  huíshōu recycle

 ( ) fèiwù lìyòng waste use
 ( ) shíyàn experiment
  jiěpōu dissect
  réndào humanitarianism; humane
 ( ) cánrěn brutal; cruel
  hūlüè overlook; ignore
 ( ) yìshí consciousness
  bóruò weak; frail
  nüèdài abuse
 ( ) yěmán barbarous; uncivilized
 ( ) pòhuài destroy

 ( ) rèdài yǔlín tropical rain forest
  xīyǒu rare
 ( ) zhēnguì valuable; precious
 ( ) miànlín face; be confronted with
 ( ) bīnlín be on the verge of
 ( ) mièjué exterminate; become extinct
 ( ) kàngyì protest; protection
  bìmiǎn avoid
 ( ) cǎiqǔ  take; adopt (measures, methods, 

 steps)
  cuòshī measure; step

 ( ) bǎohùqū protected area

Conversation Prompt

You will have a conversation with a Chinese student about the environment. She 
will ask you six questions.

Cultural Presentation Prompt

There are 12 zodiac signs in Chinese, which are used to symbolize the year in which 
a person is born. In your presentation, talk about your own sign and explain the 
meaning of your sign in Chinese culture. If possible, tell a related story.
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SPEAKING SKILLS
The Conversation scripts are presented in traditional characters first, followed by 
the simplified version, without labels.

You will participate in several conversations. Each conversation is about a 
specific topic. After listening to each question, pause your CD player and 
respond to that question. Allow yourself 20 seconds to respond. Then press 
the play button to continue on to the next question.

Topic One
You will have a conversation with a new student about the extracurricular activities 
offered at your school. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Two
You will have a conversation with Yu Pingping, a reporter from your school news-
paper, who is interviewing you about your opinion on sports. She will ask you six 
questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
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6. 
 

Topic Three
You will have a conversation with your Chinese teacher about students’ lifestyles 
in the United States. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Four
You will have a conversation with Zhang Lin, a school news reporter, about your 
hobbies and interests. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
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Topic Five
You will have a conversation with Gu Wei, a reporter from a radio station, who is 
interviewing people about high school students with part-time jobs. He will ask 
you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Six
You will have a conversation with a Chinese teacher, Lu Xiaomin, about friendships 
and relationships in high school. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Seven
You will have a conversation with Wang Yang, a new student at your school, about 
fashion styles for high school students, and the standard for buying clothes. She 
will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

CD 3
Track

5

CD 3
Track

6

CD 3
Track

7

7-9400_YAS_Chpt05.indd   3927-9400_YAS_Chpt05.indd   392 6/26/2009   2:39:03 PM6/26/2009   2:39:03 PM



Speaking Skills 393

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Eight
You will have a conversation with your friend Li Haixia about food. She will ask 
you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Nine
You will have a conversation with your friend about your living situation and envi-
ronment. He will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

CD 3
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5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Ten
You will have a conversation with a Chinese friend about the transportation system 
in your city. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Eleven
You will have a conversation with your friend about common issues in today’s 
families. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
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Topic Twelve
You will have a conversation with an exchange student from China about your 
opinions on the pros and cons of the American education system. He will ask you 
six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Thirteen
You will have a conversation with an exchange student about holidays in America 
and in China. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 

Topic Fourteen
You will have a conversation with your roommate about travel. He will ask you six 
questions.

1. 
 

2. 
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3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Fifteen
You will have a conversation with your roommate about different types of art. He 
will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Sixteen
You will have a conversation with your friend about your favorite piece of literature 
and the history behind it. She will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

CD 3
Track

15

CD 3
Track

16

7-9400_YAS_Chpt05.indd   3967-9400_YAS_Chpt05.indd   396 6/26/2009   2:39:04 PM6/26/2009   2:39:04 PM



Speaking Skills 397

Topic Seventeen
You will have a conversation with an exchange student about problems in 
American society today. He will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Eighteen
You will have a conversation with your friend about the geography of a country of 
your choice. He will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Nineteen
You will have a conversation with your teacher about how technology affects peo-
ple’s daily lives. He will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 
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3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

Topic Twenty
You will have a conversation with a Chinese student about the environment. She 
will ask you six questions.

1. 
 

2. 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
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CHAPTER6Grammar Review

This chapter reviews a wide range of Chinese grammar, aiming to help students 
enhance their grammar proficiency in preparation for the AP Chinese exam. The 
grammar tips in this chapter focus on strengthening students’ skills for the Speaking 
and Writing free-response parts of the AP Chinese test; the chapter also provides 
100 examples of common sentence patterns in spoken Chinese. By studying this 
section, students will not only learn a variety of grammatical structures but also 
enrich their vocabulary. As we have emphasized throughout this book, the more 
elaborate students’ grammar and vocabulary are, the better prepared they will be 
for the Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking portions of the exam.

All grammar examples presented in this chapter are printed in traditional char-
acters first, followed by simplified characters. The answer explanations will be in 
traditional characters, followed by simplified characters in parentheses.

COMPLEMENTS

Resultative Complements
In Chinese, a verb can be followed by an adjective or another verb to indicate the 
result of an action. The adjective or the second verb is called a resultative comple-
ment. For example:

Some verbs can only take certain other verbs or adjectives as their resultative com-
plements. Students should remember that each verb and its resultative complements 
must be viewed as one word: Also note that only verbs and adjectives, because they 
are able to convey a sense of result, can serve as resultative complements.

Such verbs include: “ ” (“ ”) ” (“ ”) ” 
(“ ”) (“ ”) etc.
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Such adjectives include: “ ” (“ ”) ” (“ ”) ” 
(“ ”) , etc.

Again, a resultative complement indicates the result or completion of an action. 
For example:

A resultative complement can also clarify an action or a state. For example:

Some resultative complements that appear after adjectives or verbs denote psycho-
logical state of an extreme degree. For example:

, 

Directional Complements (Indicating Direction)
The simplest directional complements are formed from direction verbs and either 
“ ” (“ ”) or “ ” to indicate motion toward or away from the speaker. There are 
six basic direction verbs: “ ”, “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ”, “ ” (“ ”). When 
combined with “ ”(“ ”) and “ ” they yield twelve different complements: “

” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), 
“  (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”). 
These twelve directional complements can serve as compound directional comple-
ments when attached to other verbs, such as “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“

”), “ ” (“ ”), etc. The main verb expresses the action, while the 
complement describes the direction in which the action is carried out. Any action 
verb that involves directional movement may become a compound directional 
complement.

main verb directional complement
  ( )
  ( )
  ( )

If the directional complement is followed by an object, the object (noun) can be 
placed either before or after the main verb, or it can be inserted between the main 
verb and the direction verb. For example:
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 ∧ ∧ ∧
 | | |
 MV DC object

   

 ∧ ∧ ∧
 | | |
 MV object DC

    

 ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧
 | | | |
 MV DV object ( )

If the object signifies a place, it is usually inserted after the direction verb, or between 
the main verb and the direction verb. For example:

   

  ∧ ∧ ∧
  | | | |
  DV place  ( )

    

  ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧
  | | | |
  MV DV object 

Directional complements can also be used with a -sentence. For example:

      

  ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧
  | | | | | |
  object MV DV object 

      

  ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧ ∧
  | | | | | |
  object MV DV object ( )

KEY

MV—main verb
DC—directional complement
DV—direction verb
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Directional Complements (Indicating State)
When the directional complement “ ” (“ ”) is used with a verb, it indicates 
that another action is starting. It can also indicate a change from one action to 
another. For example:

When used with an adjective, “ ” (“ ”) can indicate a change in quality or 
state, such as speed, light, temperature, or weight. For example:

When the directional complement “ ” (“ ”) is used with an adjective, it 
indicates the decrease of a quality to a lesser state, such as a gradual change from 
bright to dark, strong to weak, motion to stillness, and so on. For example:

When “ ” (“ ”) is used with a verb, it indicates that something has become 
settled or fixed as the result of an action. For example:
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The directional complement “ ” indicates the continuation of a state or an 
action. When “ ” is used with an adjective, it may indicate not just the continu-
ation of a state but its intensification as well. For example:

Directional Complements (Indicating Result)
A directional complement used with “V + ” (“V + ”) signifies a change 
in status. When there is an object, one can often leave out the word “ ” (“ ”).

   

 ∧ ∧ ∧
 | | |
 MV DC object

This can be rewritten as:

   

When the directional complement occurs at the end of a sentence, however, one 
must use the full complement.

 
 

,  
, 

   ∧ ∧
   | |
   MV DC

A directional complement with “V + ” (“V + ”) means “seem.” For 
example:
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Complements of State
A complement of state is usually placed after a verb or an adjective, with the struc-
tural particle “ .” It expresses a degree, an evaluation, a judgment, or a description 
related to a verb, an adjective, or a noun preceding “ .” For example:

In a negative form, the word “ ” or “ ” (“ ”) is placed after a verb or an 
adjective, preceding the complement. For example:

To use a complement of state in a sentence with a direct object, the verb is 
repeated.

If the verb is not repeated, the object must be placed before the subject or the 
verb.

Potential Complements
Potential complements are formed by inserting “ ” or “ ” between a verb and a 
resultative complement. For example:

Or, they may appear between a verb and a directional complement to indicate 
whether a certain result will be realized or not.

The complements can be constructed as the equivalent of “ ” and “ .” Consider 
an example using #1 from above:

Potential complements appear primarily in negative sentences, or in questions. 
The complements that appear in affirmative sentences become the resultative 
complements discussed earlier. The affirmative form of the resultative complement 
and the negative form of a potential complement can be put together to form a 
question. For example

7-9400_YAS_Chpt06.indd   4047-9400_YAS_Chpt06.indd   404 6/26/2009   2:39:39 PM6/26/2009   2:39:39 PM



Grammar Review 405

Q:   

 ∧ ∧
 | |
 RC PC

A: (a resultative complement)

A: (a potential complement)

Potential complements have a unique function that cannot be fulfilled by the “
 + verb + complement” construction. A potential complement cannot be used 

in a “ ”—sentence, either. The following sentences are incorrect.

The following sentences are correct.

SENTENCES WITH SPECIAL PREDICATES

The “ ”—Sentences
Sentences with “ ” as the predicate are known as “ ”—sentences. The negative 
form of a“ ”—sentence is formed by adding the negative adverb “ ” before “ .” 
The subject of the “ ”—sentence may be a noun:
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a pronoun:

a verb:

an adjective:

a numeral–measure word phrase:

a verb-object phrase:

a complementary phrase:

or a -phrase:

The object following the predicate verb “ ” may include a noun:

a pronoun:

a verb phrase:

an adjective:

a numeral-measure word phrase:

98
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a -phrase:

a verb-object phrase:

a complementary phrase

a subject-predicate phrase:

Note that the verb “ ” remains unchanged in this form in all situations. It can 
signify any time, place, person, or thing, and requires no conjugation for tense or 
gender.

THE PASSIVE VOICE
A sentence whose subject is the receiver of an action is called a passive sentence.

Sentences with the Passive Marker “ ”

Pattern: “Subject + + object + verb + other element”
Examples

Note that in a sentence with the passive marker “ ,” the “doer” may be implicit. 
For example:

A sentence with the passive marker “ ” sometimes refers to unpleasant or undesired 
situations. For example:
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An adverb must be placed before the word “ .” For example:

The passive markers can also be “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), or “ ” (“ ”). For example:

Unmarked Passive Sentences

Some sentences have no special marker words to indicate the passive voice but 
nevertheless are notionally passive (passive in meaning). For example

THE“ ”—SENTENCES
The “ ” sentence is used with actions that change the state of a definite object. 
For example:

There must be another element following the verb, such as:

a complement of result:
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a complement of manner:

a directional complement:

an aspect particle “ ”:

The object in a —sentence is usually definite. The speaker is referring to a par-
ticular item or items in the real world, which are presumably known to both the 
speaker and addressee. For example:

The main verb in a “ ”—sentence must be an action verb, such as “ ”, “ ”, 
“ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), etc. For example:

Note that in a “ ”—sentence, negative adverbs and modal verbs can be placed 
before “ .” For example:

Note also, if the object is too long (e.g., contains one or more modifiers), using the 
“ ” pattern may result in a smoother, more natural phrasing than if the long object 
were to follow the verb. For example:
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EXISTENTIAL SENTENCES
Existential sentences indicate the existence of some thing(s) at some location(s), such 
as, “There is some thing at some location,” in English. The word order of an exis-
tential sentence is rather different from that of other Chinese sentences.

Existential Sentences with “ ”

Pattern: “Place word + location + + (numerals + measure word) + noun”
Examples:

Existential Sentences with “ ”

Pattern: “Place word + location + + (numerals + measure word) + noun”
Examples:

Existential Sentences with “ ”(“ ”)

This pattern describes where an object is specifically located. Only verbs that leave 
an object in an ongoing state can be used in this pattern. For inanimate objects, 
the verbs that can be used in this pattern include: “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), 
“ ” (“ ”), “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), etc.

Pattern: “Place word + verb-“ ”(“ ”) + (numerals + measure word) + object”
Examples:
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Existential Sentences in Describing People

Pattern: “Person + place on body + verb-“ ”(“ ”)+ (numerals + measure word) 
+ object”

Examples:

Existential Sentences in Expressing People’s Appearance or 
Disappearance

Pattern: “Place word/Time word + verbal phrase + (numerals + measure word) + 
noun”

Examples:

SENTENCES WITH VERBAL CONSTRUCTIONS 
IN A SERIES
This kind of sentence has two or more verbs or verbal structures that are used as 
the predicate of the same subject.

The negative form is usually made by adding the negative adverb “ ” or “ ” 
before the first predicate verb.

If the sentence needs an adverbial adjunct, it is normally placed between the subject 
and the first predicate verb. For example:
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Usually the second verb indicates the purpose of the first verb, or the first verb-
object phrase explains the means for achieving the second. For example:

When the second verb indicates the purpose of the first, both verbs typically share 
a common object; therefore, the second verb usually omits the object. For 
example:

  
   

 v1 object v2

 
 v1 object v2

PIVOTAL SENTENCES
A pivotal sentence has two predicates. Of the two predicates in the sentence, the 
object of the first predicate (verb) is at the same time the subject of the second one. 
This part is called the pivot, and sentences with verb predicates of this sort are 
identified as pivotal sentences. The basic pattern of pivotal sentences is:

Subject + predicate (verb) + pivot + predicate of the pivot

In the negative form of a pivotal sentence, the adverbs “ ” or “ ” are usually 
placed between the subject and the first predicate. For example:
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In general, verbs indicating a request or a command are used in first predicate; for 
example: “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” etc. In this case, the 
pivotal predicate may either be a verbal predicate or an adjectival predicate. For 
example:

Students should note that no other words are allowed to be inserted between the 
first predicate (verb) and the pivot.

COMPARISON

Expressing Difference
Pattern: “A B + (adverb) + adjective/verb + (numeral + measure word + 
noun)”

Examples:

The negative version of this structure can take one of the following forms:

• adding “ ” or “ ” before “ .” For example:
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• replacing “ ” with “ ” “ .” For example:

Adverbs such as “ ,” “ ,” “ ” “ ,” “ ,” and “ ” cannot be used in this 
type of sentence. Words such as “ ”(“ ”), “ ,” “ ,” and “ ” 
should be used instead. For example:

If a verb has an object, the verb should be reduplicated. For example:

Modal verbs like “ ” (“ ”), and “ ” (“ ”) can be placed before the action 
verb in this type of sentence. For example:

The “A B” structure can be used adverbially. In this case, it can be added between 
the subject and the adjective or verb. For example:
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Expressing Similarity

Pattern 1: A B +  ( )
A B + +  ( )

Examples:

Pattern 2: A + + B + (other element)
A + + B + (other element)

Examples:

Pattern 3: A B + /

Examples:

Expressing Similarity with “ ”

Pattern: A B + /  ( / ) + adjective

Examples:
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EXPRESSING EMPHASIS

Using the “ ” Construction

To emphasize a past action or a past event, one should use the structure “ … ” 
to indicate the time, place, manner, or purpose of the occurrence or the agent of 
the action. “ ,” which often follows the verb, may be placed either before or after 
the object.

Patterns: “Subject + + time/place + verb + object + ”
“Subject + + time/place + verb + + object”

Examples:

Using Rhetorical Questions with “ ” (“ ”)

A rhetorical question with “ ” (“ ”) is much more emphatic than a non-
rhetorical question. For example:

Using Double-Negative Sentences

A double-negative is often used in a sentence to indicate affirmation. Common 
patterns of emphasizing affirmation with double negatives are “ … …,” “

… …,” “ … ,” and “ .”

Examples:
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COMPLEX SENTENCES
Complex sentences consist of two or more simple sentences called clauses. Complex 
sentences are used to express a complete thought and are spoken with a certain 
intonation. For example:

Two or more clauses in a complex sentence are separated by a pause when spoken, 
and indicated by a comma or a semicolon in writing. The sentence is spoken as 
one entity. If the clauses share a common subject, then the subject does not have 
to be repeated. For example:

In a complex sentence, clauses have various relationships that are often denoted by 
conjunctions. For instance:
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Instead of conjunctions, some adverbs may also connect clauses. Conjunctions or 
adverbs can be placed either in the first or second clause, depending on the relation-
ship between the clauses. Some conjunction words are used before the subject, and 
some are used after. For example:

Clauses in a complex sentence may have various types of predicates. For example:

 (sentence with predicate)

(sentence with verbal predicate)

(sentence with adjectival predicate)

In a complex sentence, relationships between the clauses can be very complicated. 
Complex sentences can be roughly divided into two groups: coordinate complex 
sentences and subordinate complex sentences. These two groups can be further 
divided into subclasses based on their clauses’ relationships.

Coordinate Complex Sentences
Complex sentences indicating coordinate relations are called coordinate sentences. 
In a coordinate complex sentence, the clauses are equivalent in content and weight. 
For example:

The relationships between the clauses in a coordinate complex sentence are: coor-
dinative, successive, progressive, and alternative.

The clauses with the coordinative relationship explain or describe several things 
respectively or explain the different aspects of one thing. For example:
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The clauses with the successive relationship are arranged according to the sequence 
of actions or events. The meanings of the clauses are coherent. For example:

The clauses with the progressive relationship use the second clause to further express 
the context described in the first one. For example:

The clauses with the alternative relationship state alternative options. For 
example:

Generally speaking, the order of the clauses in the coordinative relationship or 
alternative relationship can be changed without affecting the meaning. But the order 
of the other clauses, successive and progressive, cannot be reversed at will. For 
instance:

 (coordinative )

(alternative )

(progressive )

 (successive )

Normally, progressive and alternative clauses should be connected by conjunctions. 
On the other hand, conjunctions are not always necessary for coordinative and 
successive clauses. For example:

(progressive)

400 500 (alternative )
400 500
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(successive )

(successive )

When the subjects of the two clauses are identical, the second occurrence is usually 
omitted, and the first is positioned at the beginning of the entire sentence. The 
conjunctions “ ”, “ ” (“ ”), and “ ” should be placed after the sub-
jects. When the subjects of the two clauses are different, the conjunctions should 
be placed before the subject. For example:

, 

The conjunctions that are used to identify the coordinative and alternative relation-
ships, such as “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), “ ,” “ ,” “ ,” “ ” (“ ”), 
and “ ,” can all be used in more than two clauses in a sentence. For example:

When the relationships between the clauses are fairly clear, conjunctions are not 
necessary, and the conjunction “ ” should never be used between the clauses. For 
example:

The order of the clauses introduced by “ ... ...” cannot be switched without 
altering the meaning. For example:
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Listed below are some conjunctions frequently used in coordinate complex sen-
tences. Quiz yourself to see if you can construct a sentence with each of them.

IN A COORDINATIVE RELATIONSHIP
..., ...
..., ...
..., ...
..., ...

..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ...

..., ...
..., ...
..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ...

IN A SUCCESSIVE RELATIONSHIP
..., ...

..., ...

..., ...

..., ...
..., ... ... (..., ... ...)
..., ...
..., ... (..., ...)
..., ... (..., ...)
..., ... (..., ...)

IN A PROGRESSIVE RELATIONSHIP
..., ... (..., ...)

..., ...

..., ... ( ..., ...)

..., ...

..., ... ( ..., ...)
... ... ( ... ...)

..., ...

..., ...
..., ... ( ..., ...)

IN AN ALTERNATIVE RELATIONSHIP
..., ... ( ..., ...)

..., ...

..., ...

..., ...

..., ... ( ..., ...)

... ( ...)
..., ...
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..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ...

Subordinate Complex Sentences
Complex sentences formed by clauses in a subordinate relationship are called sub-
ordinate complex sentences. In a subordinate complex sentence, the clauses are not 
equally important in terms of their content.

The main clause carries the main idea while the subordinate clause only helps to 
complete the sentence. For example:

The clauses in a subordinate complex sentence may have different relationships.

Case 1: Adversative—The second clause is the main clause, which may oppose or 
stand in contrast to the first clause (the subordinate clause).

Case 2: Causative—One clause (the subordinate clause) states the reason or 
premise while the other clause (the main clause) states the result or inference drawn 
from the premise.

Case 3: Conditional—One clause (the subordinate clause) may put forward a 
condition while the other clause (the main clause) states the resulting action.

Case 4: Hypothetical—One clause (the subordinate clause) puts forward an 
assumption while the other clause (the main clause) states the result or inference 
drawn from the assumption.
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Case 5: Purposive—One clause (the subordinate clause) indicates an action for a 
purpose that is expressed by the other clause (the main clause).

Case 6: Preferential—One clause (the subordinate clause) puts forward an extreme 
course of action while the other clause (the main clause) indicates another course 
of action that will be adopted after comparison, i.e., to prefer one course to the 
other.

Subordinate complex sentences are generally made up of two clauses. The order of 
the clauses normally has the subordinate clause preceding the main clause, but 
sometimes the main clause comes first, followed by the subordinate clause. In the 
latter case, it suggests additional explanation. For example:

, 

Generally speaking, conjunctions are necessary in a subordinate complex sentence. 
Listed below are some conjunctions commonly used in subordinate complex 
sentences.

IN AN ADVERSATIVE RELATIONSHIP
.., ... ( .., ...)
..., ... ( ..., ...)

..., ... (..., ...)

..., ...

..., ...
..., ...

..., ...
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IN A CAUSATIVE RELATIONSHIP
( )

..., ...

..., ... (... ...)
..., ...
..., ... ( ..., ...)
...,  ( ..., )

..., ... (..., ...)

..., ... (..., ...)

..., ... (..., ...)

IN A CONDITIONAL RELATIONSHIP
..., ...
..., ...
..., ...

..., ...
..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ... ( ..., ...)

IN A HYPOTHETICAL RELATIONSHIP
..., ...
..., ...
..., ...
..., ...
..., ...

IN A PURPOSIVE RELATIONSHIP
..., ...
..., ... (..., ...)

..., ... ( ..., ... )
..., 

IN A PREFERENTIAL RELATIONSHIP
..., ... ( ..., ...)
..., ... ( ..., ...)

When the subjects of the two clauses are identical, conjunctions are often put at 
the beginning of the sentence. When the subjects of the two clauses are different, 
conjunctions are normally put before the subject of the first clause.

When the relationship between the clauses is fairly clear, the corrective in the first 
clause is often omitted. However, the conjunction in the second clause normally 
cannot be omitted.
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( ) 
( ) 

( ) 
( ) 

Contracted Sentences
A contracted sentence is a special form of complex sentence that has the structure 
of a simple sentence. The contracted sentence can express what a complex sentence 
normally states. For example:

In a contracted sentence, the two predicates share one subject. For example:

The relationship between the two predicates of the contracted sentence may be 
coordinative, alternative, progressive, hypothetical, causative, conditional, or successive. 
The predicate function in contracted complex sentences are often performed by 
verbs, V-O phrases, V-C phrases, verbal endocentric phrases, or adjectives. Both 
the predicate elements in a contracted complex sentence are brief and compact. 
This kind of structure is often used in speaking without any pause in between 
clauses. Generally, no comma or semicolon is used. Conjunctions are needed 
in some of contracted complex sentences, while in others they may not be 
necessary.

The Conjunctive Adverb “ ... ...”

The adverb “ ” comes before each predicate (a verb or an adjective) as an adverbial 
adjunct to show that the degree or the state of the second action changes propor-
tionally to the change in the first. The first predicate is normally a verb and the 
second an adjective or a gradational verb. For example:
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The Conjunctive Adverb “ ...  ...”

When the adverbs “ ” and “ ” are used as adverbial adjuncts before predicates, 
they may denote the successive relationship of actions.

The predicates following “ ” and “ ” are mainly verbs; however, the predicate 
after “ ” denotes a condition and may be an adjective.

The Conjunction “ ... ...”

“ ... ...” is a double-negative, emphasizing the meaning “ ... ”, “
..., ... .” For example:

The predicate following “ ” may be a verb, a noun, a pronoun, or a phrase, and 
the predicate following “ ” is often a monosyllabic “ ,” or “ .”

COMMON SENTENCE PATTERNS IN SPOKEN CHINESE
 1. ... ... (only then did I realize...)
  ... ...
  indicates that a certain event caused a realization.

Example: 
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 2. ...  (...so much)
  is usually placed after an adjective; it used to mean to a great extent.

Example: 
 

 3. ... , ...( if... then...)
  ... , ...
  is used in a conditional statement.

Example: ( ) 
 ( ) 

 4. ... ... ... (even if...)
  ... ... ...
  is an adjective indicating that even though something has a flaw, there are 

more pros than cons.

Example: 
 

 5. ... ...  (...here ...there)
  ... ...
  signifies a repetitive action; it indicates that an action is preformed over and 

over, without attaining the anticipated result.

Example: 
 

 6. ... ... ... (what’s done is done)

Example: 
 

 7. ..., ... (among them)
  is used to refer to a subgroup of a category or of a larger group previously 

mentioned.

Example: , 
 

 8. ...  (... is obliterable)

Example: 
 

 9. ... ..., ... ... (if... or... have to)
  indicates in the first clause that whatever one’s opinions may be, the situation 

in the second clause is unavoidable.

Example: 
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 10. ... , ... (what is there to...)
  ... , ...
  is a rhetorical expression indicating that there is nothing worthy of a certain 

action.

Example: 
 

 11. ...  (cannot be better)
  ...
  indicates that something is the best; it is used as a rather advisory 

expression.

Example: 
 

 12. A  A, B B (A is A, B is B)
  indicates that two entities should be kept separate.

Example: 
 

 13. given A, B (... not hard to believe...)
  given A, B (... not hard to believe...)
  is used to describe a hypothetical situation.

Example:  
 

 14. given A, , B (..., in other words...)
  given A, , B

Example: 
 

 15. given A, B
  given A, B
  indicates that something can be inferred from the first clause.

Example: 
 

 16. given A, B
  given A, B
  means that B elaborates a reason that supports the A assessment.

Example:  
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 17. given A, B (by..., realized... )
  given A, B
  indicates realization B by doing A.

Example: 
 

 18. A ...
  is used to open a conversation; “ ” should be preceded by a subject whereas 

“ ” may not need one.

Example: 
 

 19. A , X; B , Y (on one hand..., on the other hand...)
  is used to weigh two alternatives when the speaker is indecisive. The two 

alternatives, A and B, are usually contradictory efforts, and the results of those 
alternatives, X and Y, are usually both undesirable.

Example: 
 

 20. A B  (A not good for B)
  A B 

Example: 
 

 21. A B (...relating to/affects...)
  A B

Example: 
 

 22. A B  (... and ... are not unrelated)
  A B
  indicates that two things are related using a double-negative.

Example: 

 

 23. A B (A is an element that influences the bigger B)

Example: 
 

 24. A , B  (not... not...)
  indicates that neither choice is appropriate.

Example: 
 

7-9400_YAS_Chpt06.indd   4297-9400_YAS_Chpt06.indd   429 6/26/2009   2:39:44 PM6/26/2009   2:39:44 PM



430 AP Chinese Language and Culture

 25. A , A  (not... or...)
  is used to weigh two undesirable options.

Example: 

 

 26. A , B  (both...)
  is used to weigh two choices that share something in common.

Example: 
 

 27. A A , ... (should you... might as well)
  A A , ...
  indicates that there is a better alternative.

Example: 
 

 28. ... ... ... (can’t even..., let alone)
  ... ... ...
  is used to belittle one thing in order to emphasize that something else shares 

a similar consequence.

Example: 
 

 29. ... ... (without saying...)
  is used in an exclamatory sentence to emphasize an extreme.

Example: 
 

 30. ... or ... (absolutely not, certainly not, indeed not)
  ... or ...
  appears before negative verbs to assert something contrary to expectation or 

assumption.

Example: 
 

 31. ...  (not very...but)
  is an adverb used to express the idea that the outcome does not necessarily 

reflect the situation.

Example: 
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 32. , ... (Having said that, ...)
  , ...

Example: 

 

 33.  (not necessarily)
  
  is often preceded in colloquial speech by “ ” or “ ,” especially when 

contradicting someone else’s statement or assumption.

Example: 
 

 34. ...  (Isn’t it just...? )
  ...  (Isn’t it just...? )
  is a rhetorical pattern used to express surprise that something is not in accord 

with the speaker’s assumptions.

Example: 
 

 35. A  B (if not A then B; it’s either A or B)

Example: 
 

 36. ... ... (...not only, but also... )
  .... ...

Example: 
 

 37. ..., ... (not only... but also)
  ..., ...

Example: SAT

 

 38.  (unless)
  indicates that only when a condition is met does the - clause occur.

Example: 
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 39. A , ... (except for)

Example: 
 

 40. A , B (in addition to; also; either)
  A , B

Example: 
 

 41. ... ...  (looking at this from... it is... better)
  ... ...
  indicates that something may be better when viewed from a different 

perspective.

Example: 
 

 42. A ,... (looking from ...’s point of view)
  A ,...
  indicates an opinion from someone else other than the speaker.

Example: 

 

 43. ,... (overall...)
  ,...

Example: 
 

 44. ... ...(until; up to)
  ... ...
  is used to indicate the duration of an action or event.

Example: 
 

 45. ... (easily; at every turn)
  ...
  is used to describe how often something unfavorable happens.

Example: 
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 46. ...  (impression of...)
  ...
  is used to indicate one’s impression about someone or some event.

Example: 
 

 47. ...  (to...)
  ...
  indicates an opinion that is directed toward a certain person or thing.

Example: 
 

 48. ... ... (prefer the latter)
  ... ...
  is used in the first clause of a sentence with two or more clauses; expresses 

that one chooses a less desirable option over a more superior one.

Example: 
 

 49. ...  (have to, must)
  is used to indicate an action that one must take.

Example: 

 50. ...  (give...impression)
  ...
  is used to indicate an impression that is left with someone.

Examples: 
 

 51. ... ... (called)
  indicates the name of something.

Example:  “ ”
 

 52. ... (causing such harm that...)
  is used to indicate an event that contributes directly to a harmful result.

Example: 
 

 53.  ( ) ... (with great difficulty)
  indicates that something was difficult to accomplish; “ ” and “

” both mean the same thing.

Example: 
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 54. A , ... (It is also..., and even...)
  A , ...
  uses a rhetorical predicate to express something which is not satisfactory.

Example: , 
 

 55. ...  (It’s better if...)
  ...
  suggests the best of several alternative actions; it is gentler and more polite 

than “ .”

Example: 
 

 56. ... , ...(it may be..., it’s just...)
  ... , ...
  concedes that the subject has a positive quality, but there is also something 

negative.

Example: 
 

 57. ...  (take... for example)
  ...
  is used to illustrate a general statement with a specific example.

Example: 
 , 
 
 

 58.  ( ) ..., ...(even if..., still...)
  expresses supposition; it usually comes at the beginning of a sentence, but 

will sometimes come directly before the verb; the clause that follows “
( ) ” may be either a sentence or a noun phrase.

Example: ( )

 

 59. ... (see how...)
  describes to a greater extent.

Example: 
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 60. ... / ...  (very...)
  is an adverb that describes to a greater extent.

Examples: 
 
 
 

 61. ... (one may say...)
  ...
  is used to summarize the thought leading to a conclusion.

Example: 
 

 62. ... ... (even)
  ... ...
  is used to indicate that something surprising or unexpected is about to 

happen.

Example: 
 

 63. ...  (whenever...)
  ...
  is used to indicate that something always happens during a certain event or 

time.

Examples: 
 

 64. ...  (you do what you’re doing)

Example: 

 65. ... (whatever you say, you have to...)
  ...
  indicates one’s obligations.

Example: 
 

 66. ... (a bit too...)
  ...
  is a euphemism used to point out a flaw or problem.

Example: 
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 67. ,... /  (to tell you the truth...)
  ,... / 

Example
 

 68.  ...  ... (whenever)
   ...  ...
  indicates that a certain action or event happens unexpectedly.

Example: 
 

 69. ... (...cannot really count for)
  ...
  indicates that something is not up to a certain standard.

Example: 
 

 70. ... ... (the reason that... is because ...)
  ... ...
  is used to give the reason for a situation that is already known to the speaker 

and listener.

Example: 
 

 71. ... (especially)
  when followed by a noun phrase, extends the meaning of the preceding 

sentence.

Example: 
 

 72. ... (I’ll say...you...)
  ...
  indicates that someone is able to point out some flaws about the other 

person.

Example: 
 

 73. A A (doesn’t matter if...)
  A A

Example: 
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 74. ... (conversely...)
  is used to indicate an assessment from two sides.

Example: 

 

 75. ...  (couldn’t imagine how (+ adjective)....)
  ...
  expresses that a situation is at an unbelievable degree.

Example: 
 

 76. A A, B B (there isn’t... nor...)
  A A, B B
  indicates that neither A nor B is available to someone or something.

Example: 
 

 77. A A, B B (there is... and...)
  indicates that both A and B are available to someone or something.

Example: 
 

 78. ... ...(if not for..., ...probably...)
  is used to express a hypothetical situation; it is a conditional statement.

Example: 
 

 79. ... ... (either... or...)
  ... ...
  is a selective conjunction, used before two predicates or clauses to indicate a 

choice between two or more possibilities.

Example: 
 

 80. ..., ...  (if... let’s see ...)
  indicates a possible unsatisfactory outcome.

Example: 
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 81.  ... ... (as soon as )
  indicates a quick succession of related actions

Example: 
 

 82. ... ...(first of all... second of all)
  is used to list causes, reasons, goals, etc.

Example: 
 

 83. ...  ( )... (via...)
  ...  ( )...
  indicates how or by what means something is done.

Example: 
 

 84. , ... (it should be made clear that...)
  , ...
  is used to clarify a point.

Example: 
 

 85. ... ... (some... some...)
  links two or more clauses to indicate differences.

Example: 
 

 86.  A  B (not only... but also...)
  can be used to indicate two concurrent situations or actions; A and B can be 

verbs or adjectives.

Example: 
 

 87. ... ... (in... there is a saying...)
  ... ...
  is used to open a conversation.

Example: 
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 88. ... / ... (at the same time... there is still...)
  ... ...
  indicates that there are two actions happening at the same time.

Example: 
 

 89. ...  (in terms of...)
  can be used after abstract nouns; it is commonly used with “ ,” “ ” 

(“ ,”) “ ” “ ” (“ ,”) “ ” (“ ”).

Example: 
 

 90. ..., ..., ...(not then... or now...)
  indicates that something will not happen.

Example: 
 

 91. ... (it depends on)
  ...
  is always followed by a question, which may be a “verb-not-verb” or 

“adjective-not-adjective” structure or a question word, but never a “ - 
question.”

Example: Q: 
 

 A: 

 92. ... ... (neither... nor...)
  ... ...

Example: 
?

 

 93. ... , ... (just as he/she said ...)
  ... , ...
  is used to quote someone to make a conclusion.

Example: 

 

 94. ...  (just... is not enough)

Example: 
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 95. ... (it’s just that...)
  is a conjunctive used to connect two clauses, similar to “but”; it appears in 

the second clause, and is used to introduce a qualification, problem, or excep-
tion to the preceding statement.

Example: 

 

 96. , ... (as we all know...)
  , ...
  is used to start conversations.

Example: 
 

 97. ...  (ever since...)
  ...
  indicates the duration of time since an event or action occurred; it always 

refers to the past.

Example: , 
 

 98. ...., ... (naturally, over the course of time)
  is used to indicate that an outcome comes about naturally after a period of 

time; the first clause describes an action or process, which is the condition 
for the second clause.

Example: 
 

 99. , ... (to sum it up)
  , ...
  is used to indicate that the following will be a summary.

Example: 
 

 100. ..., ... (being...)
  ..., ...
  indicates that a certain status results in a certain action or opinion.

Example: 
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CHAPTER7Cultural Notes

Chinese culture makes up a large part of the AP Chinese Language and Culture 
exam. The materials in this chapter have been selected to help students review 
Chinese culture, including social practices and products. This chapter also covers 
some topics that may be relevant to the Writing and Speaking sections of the AP 
Chinese exam.

For example, both the Writing and Speaking sections evaluate students’ mastery 
of Chinese idioms. The last section of this chapter provides 50 idioms and 25 
proverbs that are commonly used and suitable for the level of the AP Chinese 
course. Students who practice these idioms will be more confident applying them 
on the AP Chinese exam.

Whenever Chinese characters are used in this chapter, the traditional version is 
presented first, followed by the simplified in parentheses. If there are no parenthe-
ses, it is an indication that the characters in both versions are identical. Other texts 
in Chinese are clearly labeled as “Traditional” or “Simplified.”

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF CHINA
[Traditional-character version]

960

4000

8848
6300

180.9

5464 75.2

1800
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[Simplified-character version]

960

4000

8848
6300

180.9

5464 75.2

1800

[Traditional-character version]

50°C
20°C

1600 50

[Simplified-character version]

50°C
20°C

1600 50

[Traditional-character version]

18.21% 5
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6 1/4

[Simplified-character version]

18.21% 5

6 1/4

[Traditional-character version]

10%

2000

[Simplified-character version]

10%

2000

[Traditional-character version]
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4 5

2

[Simplified-character version]

4 5

2

[Traditional-character version]

1%
2007 11 1 140628 2000

14045
42.99%

57.01% 51.53% 48.47% 60
11.03% 90.56% 9.44%

20 70
80

20 2

[Simplified-character version]

1%
2007 11 1 140628 2000

14045
42.99%

57.01% 51.53% 48.47% 60
11.03% 90.56% 9.44%
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20 70
80

20 2

[Traditional-character version]

56
55

[Simplified-character version]

56
55

SURVEY OF MODERN HISTORY
[Traditional-character version]

1911

[Simplified-character version]

1911

[Traditional-character version]

1919
1921

1924
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1927
1931

1937

1949

[Simplified-character version]

1919
1921

1924
1927

1931
1937

1949

[Traditional-character version]

1957 1966

1966 1976
1976 10

1978

[Simplified-character version]

1957 1966

1966 1976
1976 10

1978
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FESTIVALS AND CUSTOMS
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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[Traditional-character version]

4 5

[Simplified-character version]

4 5

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

1989

[Simplified-character version]
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1989

CHINESE MYTHOLOGY
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

IDIOM STORY
[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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FOUR GRAND WORKS IN CHINESE LITERATURE
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

CHINESE CHARACTERS
[Traditional-character version]

2000 98

[Simplified-character version]
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2000 98

CALLIGRAPHY
[Traditional-character version]

5000
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[Simplified-character version]

5000

CHINESE ARTS AND CRAFTS
[Traditional-character version]

600

[Simplified-character version]

600
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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FOUR GREAT INVENTIONS OF ANCIENT CHINA
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE ARCHITECTURE
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

72 9000
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52

[Simplified-character version]

72 9000

52

[Traditional-character version]

3000

[Simplified-character version]

3000
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CLASSICAL GARDENS
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

273 728

[Simplified-character version]
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273 728

TRADITIONAL PERFORMING ARTS
[Traditional-character version]

200

1927

1894 1961

1904 1958

1900 1976 14

1900 1968

[Simplified-character version]

200
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1927

1894 1961

1904 1958

1900 1976 14

1900 1968

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

EDUCATION
[Traditional-character version]

20
90

7-9400_YAS_Chpt07.indd   4667-9400_YAS_Chpt07.indd   466 6/26/2009   2:40:24 PM6/26/2009   2:40:24 PM



Cultural Notes 467

[Simplified-character version]

20
90

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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[Traditional-character version]

2-3
4

3

[Simplified-character version]

2 3
4

3

CHINESE MARTIAL ARTS
[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]

13

[Simplified-character version]
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13

TRADITIONAL ENTERTAINMENT
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

“ ”

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

20

70 20
156 150 14 50

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

40 30
1200 1864

“
”
:“ ”
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

9245
30%

TRADITIONAL CLOTHING
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”

[Traditional-character version]

7-9400_YAS_Chpt07.indd   4747-9400_YAS_Chpt07.indd   474 6/26/2009   2:40:27 PM6/26/2009   2:40:27 PM



Cultural Notes 475

[Simplified-character version]

1949 10 1
“ ”

“ ” “ ”

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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20

TRADITIONAL FOOD
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”

“ ”
“ ” “ ”
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“ ” “ ” “ ”

“ ” “ ”

“ ” “
” “ ”

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“
”  “ ”

“
”

“
” “ ”,
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CHINESE ASTROLOGY
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

,

,
“ ” “ ”
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CHINESE TABOOS
[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 “ ”

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ” 
“ ”
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“ ”
“ ”

“ ” “ ”
“ ” “ ”

“ ”
“ ” “ ”

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”,

“ ”

, 

“ ”
“ ”  “ ”
“ ”
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[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 “ ” “ ”
 “ ”  “ ”

 “ ” “ ”  “
” “ ”

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

“ ” “ ” “ ” “ ” “
” “ ” “
” “ ” “ ” “ ”

“ ” “ ” “ ” “ ”
“ ” “ ”

“ ” “ ” “ ” “ ”

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

“ ”

 “ ” 

 “ ” “ ”
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IMPORTANT IDIOMS
Chinese idioms are closely linked to Chinese culture. Idioms express a speaker’s 
feelings with very few words. They enrich the Chinese language and offer a glimpse 
into people’s thoughts.

A list of idioms, including their pronunciation and examples of their usage, is 
provided below. Students should practice using these idioms in their writing and 
speaking.

 1.  ( ) àibù-shìshǒu
  to be too fond of something to part with it; mainly used to describe things

Example: 
 

 2.  ( ) àizēng-fēnmíng
  to be clear about whom or what to love or hate

Example: 
 

 3.  ( ) ānrán-wúyàng
  to be in a good situation without any problems, usually pertaining to health; 

refers to a person who has gone through an unforeseen event unscathed

Example: 
 

 4.  ànbù-jiùbān
  in accordance with the prescribed order; the act of following a schedule

Example:
 

 5.  ( ) bàntú-érfèi
  to give up halfway; to leave something unfinished

Example:
 , 

 6.  běnmò-dàozhì
  to reverse the primary and secondary tasks

Example:

 , 
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 7.  bìbù-kěshǎo
  absolutely necessary

Example: 
 

 8.  ( ) biànhuà-wúcháng
  irregular; capricious

Example: 

 , 

 9.  biéjù-yìgé
  to have a unique style; describes literature, art, and architecture

Example: 
 

10.  bùyán-éryù
  obvious

Example: 
 

11.  bùyuē-értóng
  to do something synchronized without previous arrangement; a coincidence

Example: 
 

12.  bùzhī-suǒcuò
  to not know what to do; refers to an awkward or confusing situation

Example: 
 

13.  cēncī-bùqí
  Non-uniformity; non-standard

Example: 
 

14.  ( ) chéngqiān-shàngwàn
  a massive amount

Example: 
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15.  ( ) cùnbù-bùlí
  very close; inseparable, usually refers to two or more people

Example: 
 

16.  ( ) dàchī-yìjīng
  to be surprised

Example: 
 

17.  ( ) dàhǎi-lāozhēn
  hard to find; like finding a needle in a haystack

Example: 
 

18.  dàshī-suǒwàng
  extremely disappointing

Example: 
 

19.  ( ) dàtóng-xiǎoyì
  similar in essential aspects, different in minor details

Example: 
 

20.  diūsān-làsì
  to be forgetful

Example: 
 

21.  ( ) dúyī-wú’èr
  unlike any other; to be unique; one of a kind

Example: 
 

22.  ( ) fēngfù-duōcǎi
  diverse

Example: 
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23.  ( ) fēnghé-rìlì
  gentle breeze and beautiful sun; describes the weather

Example: 
 

24.  ( gèshū-jǐjiàn
  a discussion where everyone has equal say

Example: 
 

25.  ( ) hé’ǎi-kěqīn
  friendly and amicable; usually refers to an elderly person

Example: 
 

26.  ( ) jìyì-yóuxīn
  to remain fresh in one’s memory; remember vividly

Example: 
 

27.  jīnfēi-xībǐ
  to see improvement in the present compared to the past; can be a fact or an 

opinion

Example: 

 

28.  kǒushì-xīnfēi
  saying something that one does not mean

Example: 
 

29.  ( ) lìbù-cóngxīn
  describes one whose abilities or skills are not adequate to fulfill one’s desires

Example: 
 

30.  ( ) liǎngquán-qíměi
  to the satisfaction of both parties

Example
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31.  ( ) luànqī -bāzāo
  messy; describes both concrete and abstract things

Example: 
 

32.  ( ) mǎdào-chénggōng
  to wish someone good luck

Example: 
 

33.  méijīng-dǎcǎi
  to be listless or apathetic

Example: 
 

34.  měizhōng-bùzú
  having only one small flaw

Example: 
 

35.  miànmù-yìxīn
  to change for the better

Example: 
 

36.  ( ) qiānchā -wànbié
  unlike any other; different

Example: 
 

37.  ( ) qiānyán-wànyǔ
  having much to say

Example: 
 

38.  rénshān-rénhǎi
  large crowds of people

Example: 
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39.  ( ) rìxīn-yuèyì
  to change very quickly

Example: 
 

40.  ( ) shíná-jiǔwěn
  very likely to happen; success within reach

Example: 
 

41.  shíquán-shíměi
  perfect; flawless

Example: 
 

42.  shìbàn-gōngbèi
  to achieve success with little effort

Example: 
 

43.  ( ) shǔyī-shǔ’èr
  one of the best; outstanding

Example: 
 

44.  ( ) tǎojià-huánjià
  to haggle over a price

Example: 
 10 

45.  ( ) tóngzhōu-gòngjì
  to get through a time of difficulty by settling one’s differences and working 

together

Example: 
 

46.  ( ) wújià-zhībǎo
  an object that is priceless or an asset; can also refer to abstract things

Example: 
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47.  xīnzhí-kǒukuài
  outspoken

Example: 
 

48.  ( ) yíjiàn-zhōngqíng
  to fall in love at first sight

Example: 
 

49.  zìshí-qíguǒ
  to reap what one sows; karma

Example: 

 

50.  ( ) zǒumǎ-guānhuā
  to give a quick glance

Example: 
 

USEFUL PROVERBS
Proverbs are an integral part of the folklore of a country. As with idioms, proverbs 
give students a glimpse into Chinese culture. Students should try to understand 
them, memorize the ones they like, and practice using them in both writing and 
speaking activities.

 1. 
  
  bǎi wén bù rú yí jiàn
  (To see once is better than to hear a hundred times.)
  expresses that one should see something for himself

Example: 
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 2. 
  
  bīng dòng sān chǐ fēi yí rì zhī hán
  (Ice is not formed by one day’s cold.)
  equivalent of “Rome was not built in a day”

Example: 

 , 

 3. 
  
  hǎo shū rú zhì yǒu
  (A good book is the best of friends, the same today and forever.)
  indicates the importance of reading good books

Example: 
 

 4. 
  
  hèn tiě bù chéng gāng
  (Pitying iron will not change it into steel.)
  to set high goals for someone to help him achieve success after a setback; usually 

describes the actions of the guardian of a child

Example
 , 

 5. 
  
  bìng cóng kǒu rù
  (Sickness comes from the mouth.)
  used to explain the causes and effects of health-related problems

Example: 

 

 6. 
  
  huàn nàn jiàn zhēn qíng
  (A friend in need is a friend indeed.)
  used to describe the relationship between people

Example: 
 

7-9400_YAS_Chpt07.indd   4907-9400_YAS_Chpt07.indd   490 6/26/2009   2:40:32 PM6/26/2009   2:40:32 PM



Cultural Notes 491

 7. 
  
  huò cóng kǒu chū, yán duō bì shī
  (Careless talk leads to trouble. The more one talks, the more is lost.)
  indicates that gossip causes misfortune

Example: 

 
,

 8. 
  
  jiā jiā yǒu běn nán niàn de jīng
  (Every family has a scripture that is hard to recite.)
  indicates that every family has its own problems

Example: 

 
 

 9. 
  
  Jiǎn le zhī ma diū le xī guā
  (To lose a watermelon trying to pick up a sesame seed.)
  describes losing something significant while obtaining something trivial

Example: 

 

10. 
  
  jiàn kāng shì zuì dà de cái fù
  (Good health is the greatest treasure.)
  indicates that good health is more valuable than anything else

Example: 
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11. 
  
  jīn wú zú chì, rén wú wán rén
  (There is no pure gold. Every man has his flaws.)
  used to indicate that no one is perfect

Example: 

 

12. 
  
  lǐ qīng qíng yì zhòng
  (A small gift can show good intentions.)
  indicates that it’s the thought that counts

Example: 

  

13. 
  
  nánr yǒu lèi bù qīng tán
  (Men don’t easily cry.)

Example: 
  

14. 

  qiān lǐ zhī xíng  shǐ yú zú xià
  (A journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.)

Example: 
 , 

15. 
  ,
  qián rén zāi shù, hòu rén chéng liáng
  (The previous generation plants the trees so the later generation will benefit 

from the shade.)
  describes doing something for someone else later on

Example: 

 , 
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16. 
  
  shào xiǎo bù nǔ lì, lǎo dà tú shāng bēi
  (A young idler will become an old beggar.)
  used to indicate that one should work hard to have a good life in the future

Example: 

 

17. 
  
  shī bài shì chéng gōng zhī mǔ
  (Failure is the mother of success.)
  expresses that failures prepare you for success

Example: 

 

18. 
  
  shì shí shèng yú xióng biàn
  (Facts speak louder than words.)
  indicates that facts matter more than opinions

Example: 

 , , 
“ ”

19. 
  
  shū shān yǒu lù qín wéi jìng
  (One must work hard to climb a mountain.)
  indicates that to achieve success, one must work hard

Example: 
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20. 
  
  tiān xià méi yǒu bú sàn de yàn xí
  (All good things come to an end.)
  equivalent to good things don’t last forever

Example: 

 “ ”

21. 

  tiān xià xīng wáng, pǐ fū yǒu zé
  (A country’s condition is the result of both the noble and the peasant’s 

actions.)
  indicates that everybody is responsible for the fate of his country

Example: 

 

22. 
  
  tiān yǒu bú cè fēng yún
  (The sky may not be consistent.)
  equivalent to expect the unexpected

Example: 

 : 

23. 
  
  xiào yi xiào, shí nián shào; chóu yi chóu, bái le tóu
  (A smile can make you ten years younger, but worry turns your hair gray.)
  expresses that one’s lifestyle affects his health

Example: 
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24. 

  xíng dòng shèng yú kōng tán
  (Actions speak louder than words.)
  indicates that action is much more important than just talking

Example: 

 

, 

25. 
  
  zhè shān wàng dào nà shān gāo
  (The other mountain always looks taller than the one you’re standing on.)
  the equivalent of “the grass always looks greener on the other side”

Example: 

 
 !
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Model Exam 1
A N S W E R  S H E E T

Section I—Part A: Multiple Choice (Listening)

 1 � � � �
 2 � � � �
 3 � � � �
 4 � � � �
 5 � � � �
 6 � � � �
 7 � � � �
 8 � � � �

 9 � � � �
 10 � � � �
 11 � � � �
 12 � � � �
 13 � � � �
 14 � � � �
 15 � � � �
 16 � � � �

 17 � � � �
 18 � � � �
 19 � � � �
 20 � � � �
 21 � � � �
 22 � � � �
 23 � � � �
 24 � � � �

 25 � � � �
 26 � � � �
 27 � � � �
 28 � � � �
 29 � � � �
 30 � � � �

Section I—Part B: Multiple Choice (Reading)

 31 � � � �
 32 � � � �
 33 � � � �
 34 � � � �
 35 � � � �
 36 � � � �
 37 � � � �
 38 � � � �
 39 � � � �

 40 � � � �
 41 � � � �
 42 � � � �
 43 � � � �
 44 � � � �
 45 � � � �
 46 � � � �
 47 � � � �
 48 � � � �

 49 � � � �
 50 � � � �
 51 � � � �
 52 � � � �
 53 � � � �
 54 � � � �
 55 � � � �
 56 � � � �
 57 � � � �

 58 � � � �
 59 � � � �
 60 � � � �
 61 � � � �
 62 � � � �
 63 � � � �
 64 � � � �
 65 � � � �
 66 � � � �
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CHAPTER8Model Exam 1

SECTION I—PART A: LISTENING COMPREHENSION
Conversations 1 through 15.
Time–Approximately 20 minutes

Directions: You will hear several short conversations. Each conversation will 
be played once along with four choices of response (A), (B), (C), and (D). 
You will have 5 seconds to choose a response that completes the conversation 
in a logical and culturally appropriate way.
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500 AP Chinese Language and Culture

MODEL EXAM I
SECTION I—PART A: LISTENING COMPREHENSION
Selections for questions 16 through 30.

You will listen to several listening selections. Each selection will be played 
either once or twice. You may take notes. After each selection, you will have 
twelve seconds to read the question and choose the most appropriate response 
(A), (B), (C), or (D) in English from the answer sheet.

16. What is the purpose of the message?

(A) To explain the reason for the flight delay
(B) To book a plane ticket
(C) To ask for a pick-up
(D) To describe the traffic

17. What was the speaker’s original flight plan?

(A) New York—San Francisco
(B) San Francisco—Los Angeles
(C) New York—Los Angeles
(D) Los Angeles—San Francisco

18. Where is the speaker calling from?

(A) New York
(B) San Francisco
(C) Los Angeles
(D) Home

19. What time did the speaker make the phone call?

(A) 1:20 am
(B) 8:10 pm
(C) 10:10 pm
(D) 11:30 pm

20. What is the topic of the conversation?

(A) Parents
(B) Choosing a major
(C) Looking for a job
(D) Differences between literature and science
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21. What do the woman’s parents consider when choosing a major?

(A) Interest
(B) Stress
(C) Money
(D) Enjoyment

22. What does the woman want to study?

(A) Literature
(B) History
(C) Medicine
(D) Computer science

23. What do the man’s parents want him to choose as a major

(A) Literature
(B) Medicine
(C) Computer science
(D) History

24. What is the passage mainly about?

(A) Testing times
(B) Testing sites
(C) Registration information
(D) Registration sites and times

25. When is the test?

(A) February 19
(B) March 2
(C) April 3
(D) May 20

26. Which is not required for registration?

(A) Student ID
(B) Photo
(C) Transcript
(D) Registration form

27. Which statement is false?

(A) Students must come during the registration time.
(B) Students from other schools cannot register.
(C) Any photo is acceptable.
(D) Students must pay the registration fee.
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28. What were the results that the sociologist came up with?

(A) The cost of raising a child from birth to adulthood in Shanghai
(B) The cost of raising a child from birth to death in Shanghai
(C) The cost of raising a child from birth to adulthood in China
(D) The cost of raising a child from birth to death in China

29. In China, what is the second-highest expense?

(A) Housing
(B) Medical care
(C) Education
(D) Retirement fund

30. What did the bank’s results show?

(A) Citizens need to save money for retirement.
(B) Saving money is a very quick process.
(C) In China, most citizens save money mainly for their kids.
(D) In China, most people enjoy saving money.

END OF PART A
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SECTION I—PART B: READING COMPREHENSION
Time–Approximately 60 minutes

Directions: For each reading selection, answer the accompanying questions 
by choosing the best response.

Sign for questions 31 and 32.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

31. Where would the sign most likely appear?

(A) In a department store
(B) On a train
(C) In a library
(D) In a park

32. What is the purpose of the sign?

(A) To inform people of a regulation
(B) To advertise a new product
(C) To introduce people to new music
(D) To give directions

Story for questions 33 through 37.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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33. What is this story about?

(A) Han Yu and his older brother
(B) Han Yu and his sister-in-law
(C) Han Yu and his nephew
(D) Han Yu’s brother’s family

34. Why did Han Yu live with his brother?

(A) His sister-in-law thought he was their son.
(B) His parents died.
(C) He wanted to play with Shi’er Lang.
(D) He had to look after Shi’er Lang.

35. How old was Han Yu when his brother died

(A) 11
(B) 12
(C) 19
(D) 42

36. Which statement is true?

(A) Han Yu’s brother has 12 kids.
(B) Han Yu’s brother died from an illness.
(C) Han Yu was not close to his nephew.
(D) Han Yu left his hometown when he was nine.

37. Why did Han Yu write the article?

(A) To talk about his own experiences
(B) To tell his brother’s story
(C) To coin a new proverb
(D) To mourn his nephew

Advertisement for questions 38 through 42.

[Traditional-character version]

$1500
 

7 10 : 555-555-5555
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[Simplified-character version]

38. What kind of people cannot rent the apartment?

(A) Couples with kids
(B) Smokers
(C) Couples without kids
(D) Male students

39. What statement about the ad is true?

(A) Comes with furniture
(B) Safe, but transportation is inconvenient
(C) Comes with high-speed Internet
(D) Comes with a washing machine, but no dryer

40. Which aspect of the apartment is not mentioned?

(A) Location
(B) Parking
(C) Deposit
(D) Rent

41. Who has priority for renting the apartment?

(A) Nonsmokers
(B) People without pets
(C) Male students
(D) Female students

42. What time should one call?

(A) 7:00 am or 10:00 pm
(B) between 10:00 am and 7:00 pm
(C) between 7:00 am and 10:00 pm
(D) between 7:00 am and 10:00 am

Policies for questions 43 through 47.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

43. Where would these policies appear?

(A) Cafeteria
(B) Conference hall
(C) Gym
(D) Restaurant

44. What is not allowed in this building?

(A) Gym class
(B) Science labs
(C) Competitions
(D) Meetings

45. Which policy is not mentioned?

(A) Students cannot litter in the gym.
(B) Students cannot leave paper lying on the floor.
(C) Students cannot throw fruit peels on the floor.
(D) Students have to throw away all empty bottles.

46. Which statement is true?

(A) Food is allowed in the building.
(B) Smoking is not allowed.
(C) A fine will be imposed if any property is damaged.
(D) People cannot move the equipment around.

47. What is not mentioned in the policy?

(A) The purpose of the building
(B) Business hours
(C) Equipment
(D) Attire

Article for questions 48 though 53.

[Traditional-character version]

60
1.5 10% 20 30

25%
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27% 100
55%

60 42%

[Simplified-character version]

48. What does the passage mainly talk about?

(A) Elderly people
(B) Women
(C) Elderly women
(D) Ratios between men and women

49. What is the population of people over 60 in China?

(A) More than fifteen hundred million
(B) Close to fifteen hundred million
(C) Close to fifteen hundred
(D) Exactly fifteen hundred

50. Currently, elderly people make up what percent of the total population?

(A) 10%
(B) 20%
(C) 25%
(D) 30%

51. What is a major issue regarding elderly women?

(A) Marriage
(B) Poverty
(C) Retirement funds
(D) Loneliness

52. What is not mentioned in the passage?

(A) Widows
(B) Retirement funds
(C) Social interaction
(D) Chores

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 1

7-9400_YAS_Chpt08.indd   5077-9400_YAS_Chpt08.indd   507 6/26/2009   2:41:09 PM6/26/2009   2:41:09 PM



508 AP Chinese Language and Culture

53. Which statement is correct?

(A) 10% of the total population is elderly women.
(B) There will eventually be fewer elderly women.
(C) 27% of elderly people receive a salary of 100 yuan or less.
(D) Many elderly women are lonely.

Passage for questions 54 through 59.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

54. Which of the following titles fits the passage best?

(A) “Sports and Family”
(B) “Sports and Confidence”
(C) “Exercise and Challenges”
(D) “Good Students”

55. Which is the main idea of this passage?

(A) Sports improve students’ physical and mental states.
(B) Sports challenge people.
(C) Chinese and American families have different views on sports.
(D) Chinese and American children receive different grades in gym class.
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56. Which statement is correct?

(A) In the United States, few students receive good grades.
(B) In schools, excelling in sports is admirable.
(C) American families hire sports professionals to coach their kids.
(D) Parents with sports-related occupations require their kids to participate 

in sports at a young age.

57. In which area does the article say Chinese students usually excel?

(A) Sports
(B) Creativity
(C) Social activities
(D) Studying

58. What is the author’s attitude about the difference between Chinese and 
American students?

(A) Disappointed
(B) Worried
(C) Not surprised
(D) Confident

59. What does the author imply in the last sentence of the passage?

(A) Chinese parents want their children to be independent.
(B) This problem can be solved easily.
(C) This problem cannot be solved in a short amount of time.
(D) Chinese families should spoil their kids.

E-mail for questions 60 through 66.

[Traditional-character version]

: 2007 3 18

“ ”

“ ” “ ”
1) “ ” 3

“ ” 2) 5
“ ” 3)  7 “

” 4) “ ” 
“ ”

3 5 7 12 31
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[Simplified-character version]

60. Why did Wang Yue write this letter?

(A) Wang Yue wants to apply for a scholarship.
(B) Wang Yue wants to help Peter apply for a scholarship.
(C) Wang Yue wants to advertise the scholarship.
(D) Wang Yue is introducing this scholarship.

61. Which area is not discussed in the e-mail?

(A) Mailing address
(B) Types of scholarships
(C) Documents for applying
(D) Registration process

62. Who are candidates for this scholarship?

(A) International students who study Chinese
(B) International Chinese competition winners
(C) Chinese students in America
(D) International students
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63. How many people can receive scholarships to China to get a degree?

(A) 3
(B) 5
(C) 7
(D) Not mentioned

64. When is the final competition?

(A) March
(B) May
(C) July
(D) December

65. What is not required in the application?

(A) Transcript
(B) Application form
(C) Recommendation letter
(D) Degree certificate

66. What is particularly noted in the e-mail?

(A) Students can apply online.
(B) Original forms are preferred, but copies are okay.
(C) Applications can be sent at any time.
(D) Documents will not be returned.

END OF SECTION I
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SECTION II—PART A: WRITING
Time–Approximately 30 minutes.

Directions: You will produce several written works in Chinese in different formats. You will write 
specifically for a certain purpose and to a certain person. Your work should be as complete and 
culturally appropriate as possible.

Story Narration
These pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures from begin-
ning to end.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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E-Mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

SAT

SAT
SAT SAT

[Simplified-character version]

SAT

SAT
SAT SAT

END OF PART A
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SECTION II—PART B: SPEAKING, CONVERSATION
Time-Approximately 11 minutes

You will have a conversation with Li Ping, an interviewer, about your 
application for a High School Study Abroad Program in China. She will ask 
you six questions. After eacher question, you will have 20 seconds to respond. 
Respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

Directions: You will make a presentation in Chinese on a given topic. You 
will be given 4 minutes to plan your presentation and 2 minutes to record 
your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.

Cultural Presentation
Choose ONE Chinese folk custom that is associated with a particular holiday 
(firecrackers, dragon boat racing, etc.). In your presentation, describe this custom 
and explain its significance.

End of Section II
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A N S W E R  K E Y

Section I–Part A: Multiple Choice (Listening)

 1 D
 2 C
 3 B
 4 C
 5 B
 6 C
 7 B
 8 C

 9 B
 10 C
 11 B
 12 B
 13 D
 14 B
 15 D
 16 C

 17 C
 18 B
 19 B
 20 B
 21 C
 22 A
 23 C
 24 C

 25 D
 26 C
 27 C
 28 A
 29 D
 30 C

Section I–Part B: Multiple Choice (Reading)

 31 C
 32 A
 33 C
 34 B
 35 A
 36 B
 37 D
 38 B
 39 C

 40 B
 41 D
 42 C
 43 C
 44 B
 45 D
 46 B
 47 B
 48 C

 49 B
 50 A
 51 B
 52 C
 53 D
 54 B
 55 A
 56 B
 57 D

 58 C
 59 C
 60 B
 61 A
 62 B
 63 A
 64 C
 65 D
 66 D

515
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ANSWERS AND ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

Section I—Part A: Listening
 1. (D) This is the only response that answers the question, “I’m from New York. 

How about you?” which essentially is the same as the question, “Where are 
you from?” (A) is wrong because the man just said he is from New York. (B) 
and (C) indicate where the woman does want to go, and where she is from.

 2. (C) This is the only appropriate response to the woman’s suggestion. (A) and 
(D) are wrong because they have nothing to do with the actual present. (B) is 
wrong because the woman never said that computers were expensive.

 3. (B) The woman suggests that she and the man go see a movie. The man’s 
response is a rhetorical question, which means “there aren’t any good movies 
out.” The woman then says, “Lately there’s been lots of good movies.” (A) and 
(C) are wrong because they both take the man’s question literally. (D) is wrong 
because the man already implied that he does not want to see a movie.

 4. (C) The man says that he tends to get lost in a book. The woman should 
respond with “That means you get too into the book.” (A) and (B) are wrong 
because they both take the man literally. (D) is wrong because it is both 
irrelevant and rude.

 5. (B) The woman says, “Sorry, I’m late because we had a family problem.” (B) 
is correct because the man says, “It’s okay, I’ve only been here for a little while, 
too,” which is the most reasonable and polite answer. (A) is therefore not 
appropriate. (C) is wrong because the man should not apologize for no reason. 
(D) is wrong because the woman already explained why she was late.

 6. (C) The man answers why he is alone: His brother is playing soccer with a 
friend. (A) is wrong because the man tells the woman what he and his brother 
did but never answers her question. (B) is wrong because he still does not 
answer the question. (D) is wrong because the man talks about his brother’s 
behavior, but again, does not answer the question.

 7. (B) This response answers the question, “What do you think of that profes-
sor?” (A), (C), and (D) are wrong because they are all facts about the professor, 
not opinions.

 8. (C) This answers that the professor teaches Chinese. (A), (B), and (D) don’t 
answer the question.
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 9. (B) The man retorts, “I think the traffic is bad all the time,” to the woman’s 
statement, “It depends on during what hours you’re on the highway.” (A), (C), 
and (D) are not completely relevant to the conversation.

10. (C) Choices (A), (B), and (D) have already all been answered by the woman 
in her first statement.

11. (B) This is the only answer that tells the man where the movie theatre is 
located. (A) and (C) do not answer the question, and (D) is just repeating the 
man’s question.

12. (B) This answers how many classes the woman is taking. (A), (C), and (D) 
don’t answer the question.

13. (D) The man is telling the woman where the Chinese restaurant is located. 
(A) is wrong because it does not appropriately respond to the woman’s state-
ment. (B) and (C) have already been answered by the woman.

14. (B) The man asks the woman what kind of movies she likes to watch. (A) and 
(C) are related to music, but the woman did not say anything about music. 
(D) is wrong, because the woman just said that she has not watched any movies 
recently.

15. (D) The woman commented that the man does not look well. The man 
admits in (D) that he did not do well on his test. (A), (B), and (C) take the 
woman’s statement “ ” (“ ”) too literally.

16. (C) “ ” (“ ”) means 
that the woman needs to be picked up from the airport.

17. (C) “ ” (“
”) means that the woman was originally going to fly from New York to Los 

Angeles.

18. (B) “ ” (“
”) means that the woman is currently in San Francisco.

19. (B) “ , 10:10 ” (“ , 
10:10 ”) means that the flight will leave in two hours, at 10:10, which 
indicates that it is currently 8:10 pm.
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20. (B) The opening sentence, “ ” (“
”), is about choosing a major.

21. (C) “
” (“

”) shows that the salary is important.

22. (A) “ ” (“ ”) means that the woman enjoys 
literature.

23. (C) “ ” (“
”) means that, although the man wants to study history, his parents 

want him to major in either computer science or engineering.

24. (C) Choices (A), (B), and (D) are specific items included in (C).

25. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the announcement.

26. (C) Nowhere in the announcement does it say anything about a transcript.

27. (C) The announcement states “ ,” which means only recent photos 
are acceptable. All of the other answers are confirmed directly.

28. (A) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage. (B) is not logical 
because one usually does not raise a child from birth all the way until death, 
only to adulthood. (C) and (D) are wrong, because the statistics only apply to 
Shanghai, not the entire country of China.

29. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage: “ ” 
(“ ”). “ ” (“ ”) is, therefore, considered second, and 
“ ” is considered third.

30. (C) “ ” 
(“ ”) 
means that most people save all their money for their children.

Section I—Part B: Reading
31. (C) The sign says, “Do not talk loudly indoors,” which eliminates (B) and 

(D). It is not likely that such a sign would appear in (A), a department store, 
so (C) is the most logical answer.
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32. (A) Choices (B) and (D) have no relevance to the sign. (C) is wrong because 
the sign has to do with noise but not with music in particular.

33. (C) The story talks about Han Yu and his brother’s son (his nephew). (A) is 
wrong because his older brother died at the age of 42, and after that, his sister-
in-law (B) and brother’s family (D) are never mentioned again.

34. (B) The correct answer is directly stated in the story.

35. (A) The correct answer is directly stated in the story.

36. (B) The sentence “
” (“ ”) indicates 

that his brother died from an illness, which is (B). There were 12 children in 
his extended family, but not all of those were necessarily his own, so (A) is 
wrong. The story says, “ ” (“ ”), 
which means that Han Yu had a very close relationship with his nephew, which 
makes (C) wrong. Han Yu left his hometown when he was nineteen, so (D) 
is also wrong.

37. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the story.

38. (B) The advertisement directly states, “Smokers are not allowed.” The article 
states that females are preferred, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that men 
are not allowed. Therefore, (D) is not the answer.

39. (C) The correct answer is directly stated in the advertisement. (A) is not true. 
(B) is false because transportation is convenient. (D) is wrong because the 
apartment has both a dryer and a washer.

40. (B) No information about parking is given.

41. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the advertisement.

42. (C) “ 7 10 ” (“ 7
10 ”) means that (C) is correct.

43. (C) The first rule says, “ ” (“ ”), 
which would only appear in a gym. Logically speaking, such a rule would not 
apply at a cafeteria, a conference hall, or a restaurant.
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44. (B) The first line states, “ ” (“
,”) which means that (A), (C), and 

(D) are allowed.

45. (D) The third policy, “
” (“ ”), does not 

mention anything about empty bottles.

46. (B) The regulations state, “
” (“ ”). (A) is 

not mentioned, so it is not true. (C) is wrong because “ ” 
(“ ”) means that the person will have to pay for the damage, 
not a fine. (D) is incorrect because “ ” (“

”) means that people are free to move the equipment around, but they 
should put it back in its original spot when they are done.

47. (B) The first line states, “ ” (“
” ), which is (A). (C) is mentioned 

in the sentence “ ” (“ ”). (D) appears 
in “ ” (“ ”).

48. (C) The first sentence states, “ ” 
(“ ”).

49. (B) The correct answer is stated in the sentence “60
1.5 ” (“60 1.5 ”). The adverb “ ” (“ ) means 
“close.”

50. (A) The correct answer is directly stated in the sentence “ 60
1.5 10%” (“ 60

1.5 10%”). 25% (C) is the estimated percentage of 
the total population of elderly people in the next 20 to 30 years. (B) and (D) 
are irrelevant.

51. (B) The correct answer is stated in the first sentence of the second paragraph, 
“ ” (“

”).

52. (C) The text states the problems, “ ” (“ ”), “42%
,” and “ ” (“ ”) which 

are (A), (B), and (D).
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53. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage. (A) is wrong because 
“60 1.5 10%” (“60

1.5 10 ”) includes both women and men, not just women. 
(B) is not true. (C) only applies to elderly women, not everyone.

54. (B) These sentences indicate that the passage is about sports and confidence: 
“ ” 
(“ ”) 
and “ ” (“ ”).

55. (A) The phrases “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“
”), “ ” (“

”), and “ ” (“ ”) show that the passage is all 
about students. (B) is too general, and (C) and (D) are only examples, not the 
main idea.

56. (B) The passage states, “ ” 
(“ ). (A) is not true. The 
passage states that “

” (“ ”). (C) 
is incorrect because “ ” (“

”) means that parents often coach their 
kids themselves, not that they hire coaches. (D) is wrong because “

” (“
”) means that parents in general often want their 

kids to participate in sports, not parents with sports-related occupations 
specifically.

57. (D) The passage states that “
” (“

”), which means that, while Chinese stu-
dents are good at studying, they do not excel at other subjects.

58. (C) “ ” (“ ”) means “not surprising.”

59. (C) The phrase “ ” (“ ”) means that this problem cannot 
be solved in a short amount of time. (A) and (B) are the opposite of what the 
author is trying to say. (D) has nothing to do with time.
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60. (B) The correct answer can be found in these two sentences: “
‘ ’ ” (“ ”) and 

“ ” (“ ”).

61. (A) The e-mail never mentions where one should mail his or her 
application.

62. (B) One can only apply for this scholarship if he or she has already won a 
competition: “ ‘ ’ ‘

’ ” (“ ‘
”).

63. (A) As directly stated in the e-mail, “ 3
‘ ’ ” (“

’”).

64. (C) The correct answer is directly stated in the e-mail.

65. (D) Nowhere in the e-mail is anything about a degree certificate mentioned. 
(A), (B), and (C) are all mentioned.

66. (D) The e-mail states: “ ” (“
”), which means that the documents will not be returned. (A) is wrong 

because the e-mail doesn’t mention anything about online applications. (B) is 
wrong because the writer of the e-mail asked for copies, not originals. (C) is 
wrong because applications can only be sent during registration times.
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SCRIPTS
(Narrator) Model Exam 1. Section I–Part A: Listening Comprehension. Conversa-
tions 1 through 15.

You will hear several short conversations. Each conversation will be played once 
along with four choices of response (A), (B), (C), and (D). You will have 5 seconds 
to choose a response that completes the conversation logically and culturally 
appropriately.

Conversation 1

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 2

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman)  
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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524 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Conversation 3

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 4

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 5

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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Model Exam 1 525

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 6

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) ? 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 7

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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Conversation 8

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) “ ”

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) “ ”

Conversation 9

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 10

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 1

7-9400_YAS_Chpt08.indd   5267-9400_YAS_Chpt08.indd   526 6/26/2009   2:41:12 PM6/26/2009   2:41:12 PM



Model Exam 1 527

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 11

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 12

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) A

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) A
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Conversation 13

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 14

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 15

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) , 
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[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

(Narrator) Model Exam 1—Section I—Part A: Listening Comprehension-Selec-
tions for questions 16 through 30. You will listen to several listening selections. 
Each selection will be played either once or twice. You may take notes. After each 
selection, you will have twelve seconds to read the question and choose the most 
appropriate response (A), (B), (C), or (D) in English from the answer sheet.

Listening selection 1. Now you will listen to a voice message twice. First time.

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) ,
, , 

, 10:10 , 1 20 , 
11:30

: 555-555-555

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) ,
, , 

, 10:10 , 1 20 , 
11:30

: 555-555-555

(Narrator) Now the second time.
  Now answer question 16.
  Now answer question 17.
  Now answer question 18.
  Now answer question 19.
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(Narrator) Listening Selection 2. Now you will listen to a conversation between 
two students. Once only.

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) 

(Narrator) Now answer question 20.
  Now answer question 21.
  Now answer question 22.
  Now answer question 23.

(Narrator) Listening Selection 3. Now you will listen to an announcement twice. 
First time.

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) :  (HSK) 2007 5 20

  1. 2 19 3 2
  2. 403
  3.  1) ; 2) 

; 3) ; 4) 
40 ; 5) 
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[Simplified-character version]

(Woman)  (HSK) 2007 5 20

  1. 2 19 3 2
  2. 403
  3.  1) ; 2) 

; 3) ; 4) 
40 ; 5) 

(Narrator) Now the second time.
  Now answer question 24.
  Now answer question 25.
  Now answer question 26.
  Now answer question 27.

(Narrator) Listening Selection 4. Now you will listen to a report twice. First 
time.

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
49

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
49

(Narrator) Now the second time.
  Now answer question 28.
  Now answer question 29.
  Now answer question 30.
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(Narrator) Model Exam 1 Section II–Part B: Speaking, Conversation

You will have a conversation with Li Ping, an interviewer, about your application 
for a High School Study Abroad Program in China. She will ask you six questions. 
After each question, you will have 20 seconds to respond. Respond as fully and as 
appropriately as possible.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
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Model Exam 2
A N S W E R  S H E E T

Section I–Part A: Multiple Choice (Listening)

 1 � � � �
 2 � � � �
 3 � � � �
 4 � � � �
 5 � � � �
 6 � � � �
 7 � � � �
 8 � � � �

 9 � � � �
 10 � � � �
 11 � � � �
 12 � � � �
 13 � � � �
 14 � � � �
 15 � � � �
 16 � � � �

 17 � � � �
 18 � � � �
 19 � � � �
 20 � � � �
 21 � � � �
 22 � � � �
 23 � � � �
 24 � � � �

 25 � � � �
 26 � � � �
 27 � � � �
 28 � � � �
 29 � � � �
 30 � � � �

Section I–Part B: Multiple Choice (Reading)

 31 � � � �
 32 � � � �
 33 � � � �
 34 � � � �
 35 � � � �
 36 � � � �
 37 � � � �
 38 � � � �
 39 � � � �

 40 � � � �
 41 � � � �
 42 � � � �
 43 � � � �
 44 � � � �
 45 � � � �
 46 � � � �
 47 � � � �
 48 � � � �

 49 � � � �
 50 � � � �
 51 � � � �
 52 � � � �
 53 � � � �
 54 � � � �
 55 � � � �
 56 � � � �
 57 � � � �

 58 � � � �
 59 � � � �
 60 � � � �
 61 � � � �
 62 � � � �
 63 � � � �
 64 � � � �
 65 � � � �
 66 � � � �
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535

CHAPTER9Model Exam 2

SECTION I—PART A: LISTENING COMPREHENSION
Conversations 1 through 15.
Time–Approximately 20 minutes

You will hear several short conversations. Each conversation will be played 
once along with four choices of response (A), (B), (C), and (D). You will have 
5 seconds to choose a response that completes the conversation in a logical 
and culturally appropriate way.
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Model Exam II
SECTION I—PART A: LISTENING COMPREHENSION
Selections for questions 16–30.

You will listen to several listening selections. Each selection will be played 
either once or twice. You may take notes. After each selection, you will have 
twelve seconds to read the question and choose the most appropriate response 
(A), (B), (C), or (D) in English from the answer sheet.

16. What is the purpose of the message?

(A) To notify the receiver that there will be a presentation
(B) To discuss issues in society with the receiver
(C) To plan to go to class together
(D) To introduce a famous professor

17. What is the topic of the presentation?

(A) Development of society
(B) Family education
(C) Discipline
(D) Scientific development

18. When will the presentation begin?

(A) 3:30
(B) 2:10
(C) 3:10
(D) 4:00

19. What is the relationship between the man and the woman?

(A) Friends
(B) Classmates
(C) Roommates
(D) No relation

20. Where might Wang Qiang be right now?

(A) In a library
(B) In class
(C) At his dorm
(D) At home
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21. What does the woman plan on doing?

(A) Going home
(B) Going to the library to look for Wang Qiang
(C) Waiting for him at his dorm
(D) Calling Wang Qiang

22. What is the purpose of the announcement?

(A) To announce the flight times
(B) To announce a delayed flight
(C) To announce a canceled flight
(D) To inform people of the weather

23. Where is it snowing?

(A) Nowhere
(B) Beijing
(C) Xinjiang
(D) Lanzhou

24. What time should the plane take off according to the schedule change?

(A) 15:50
(B) 17:50
(C) 18:00
(D) 20:00

25. What is the flight number?

(A) 2371
(B) 1732
(C) 2337
(D) 7123

26. Where might this report most likely appear?

(A) On the radio
(B) On TV
(C) In a newspaper
(D) In a magazine

27. Which of the following is not mentioned in the report?

(A) People love Taijiquan.
(B) There are many Taijiquan schools.
(C) Taijiquan has a long history.
(D) There is Taijiquan all over the world.
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28. What kind of a person is Mr. Chen

(A) Someone who loves Taijiquan
(B) A professional Taijiquan coach
(C) Someone who enjoys watching Taijiquan
(D) A person who is about to retire

29. When does he go to the park

(A) Every day
(B) Three mornings a week
(C) Every Thursday and Tuesday
(D) Every Saturday

30. Which statement is false?

(A) There is no way to calculate how many people do Taijiquan.
(B) Mr. Chen has been doing Taijiquan for 20 years.
(C) Taijiquan is very important to Mr. Chen.
(D) Mr. Chen is happy to watch people do Taijiquan.

END OF PART A
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SECTION I—PART B: READING COMPREHENSION
Time–Approximately 60 minutes

Directions: For each reading selection, answer the accompanying questions 
by choosing the best response.

Sign for questions 31 and 32.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

, 

31. Where would the sign most likely appear?

(A) In a car
(B) On a bus
(C) On a train
(D) On an airplane

32. What is the purpose of the sign?

(A) To prohibit people from driving cars
(B) To prohibit people from using cell phones
(C) To inform people about public transportation
(D) To prevent people from disrupting the driver

Note for questions 33 through 37.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]
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33. What is the main purpose of this note?

(A) To tell someone the reason for not being at home
(B) To tell someone that there is a sick person
(C) To tell someone that their child watches too much television
(D) To discuss what should be eaten for dinner

34. What is the relationship between the writer of the note and the receiver

(A) The writer of the note is a father and the receiver is a daughter.
(B) The writer of the note is a father and the receiver is a son.
(C) The writer of the note and the receiver of the note are good friends.
(D) The writer of the note is a wife and the receiver is her husband.

35. Who is sick?

(A) Zhang Li
(B) Zhang Li’s husband
(C) The son
(D) The daughter

36. What might the writer be doing right now?

(A) The writer is on a business trip.
(B) The writer is watching television.
(C) The writer is at the hospital.
(D) The writer is at his or her workplace.

37. What should the receiver do?

(A) The receiver should cook dinner for the family.
(B) The receiver should go to the hospital.
(C) The receiver should go to the kindergarten.
(D) The receiver should do homework.

Story for questions 38 through 43.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

 “ ”
“

”
 “ ”

38. What is the story mainly about?

(A) A recipe for a certain dish
(B) The place where this dish is sold
(C) The related person of a dish
(D) The history of the dish

39. Which was not one of Su Dongpo’s occupations?

(A) Politician
(B) Prose writer
(C) Chef
(D) Calligrapher

40. Why did people give Su Dongpo so much pork?

(A) He is a politician that the common people liked.
(B) Everybody knew that he enjoyed pork.
(C) Delivering someone pork is a traditional Chinese New Year custom.
(D) He needed pork.

41. Who named this dish?

(A) Su Dongpo named the dish himself.
(B) The owner of the restaurant named the dish.
(C) The chef of the restaurant named the dish.
(D) The public named the dish.

42. Why did the owner of the restaurant decide to include this dish as part of 
his menu?

(A) Because he thought Su Dongpo was a good politician, too
(B) Because this dish was very popular
(C) Because this dish could earn the restaurant a lot of money
(D) Because this dish was easy to make

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 2

7-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   5417-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   541 6/26/2009   2:41:42 PM6/26/2009   2:41:42 PM
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43. Which statement is true?

(A) The workers gave Su Dongpo this dish as a treat.
(B) The owner gave Su Dongpo this dish as a gift.
(C) The owner of the restaurant is very smart.
(D) Many restaurants in China sell this dish.

Article for questions 44 through 49.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

1900
7 1905

1923

1919
“ ”

“ ”
“ ” “ ”

44. Which identity is not related to Bing Xin?

(A) Novelist
(B) Screenwriter
(C) Prose writer
(D) Poet

45. Where was Bing Xin at the age of three?

(A) Bin Xin was in Fujian when she was three years old.
(B) Bin Xin was in Shanghai with her family at the age of three.
(C) Bin Xin lived in Shandong when she was three years old.
(D) Bin Xin came to America with her father at the age of three.
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46. When did she publish her first work?

(A) She published her first work in 1900.
(B) She published her first work in 1904, when she lived in Shanghai.
(C) She published her first work under a pen name in 1919.
(D) She published her first work in 1923, while she was in America.

47. Why does Bing Xin use a pen name?

(A) She wants to become a famous writer.
(B) She doesn’t want her classmates to know that she wrote the article.
(C) She doesn’t like her real name.
(D) Her father wanted her to use a pen name.

48. Why did she choose Bing Xin as her pen name?

(A) It has many strokes.
(B) It sounds nice.
(C) It has a better meaning than her real name.
(D) It is easy to write.

49. Which statement is correct?

(A) Her most famous work is a novel.
(B) She started a school.
(C) When she was seven months old, her family moved to Shandong.
(D) She lived next to the ocean for a very long time.

Advertisement for questions 50 through 55.

[Traditional-character version]
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[Simplified-character version]

80 100 120
  

 7 5 - 8 25
 8:30 –12:30

 , 8:30 –12:30
 8:30-12:30

 6 25 6 30

50. What is this advertisement promoting?

(A) College preparation classes
(B) Adult school
(C) After-school programs
(D) Summer school

51. How many high school students will this program accept?

(A) 80
(B) 100
(C) 120
(D ) 180

52. Which program offers a Chinese class?

(A) Middle school
(B) Elementary school
(C) High school
(D) None

53. What is the deadline for registration?

(A) June 25
(B) June 30 
(C) July 5
(D) August 25

54. Which program offers a biology class?

(A) High school
(B) Middle school
(C) Elementary school
(D) None
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55. What other information should the advertisement provide?

(A) The advertisement should inform students of the location.
(B) The advertisement should tell people the registration fees.
(C) The time of registration should be provided in the advertisement.
(D) A class list should be given in the advertisement.

Policies for questions 56 through 60.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

 8:30–18:00, 
100 60  ( 60 )

1

56. What kind of a document might this be?

(A) A brief history of a museum
(B) Information about the admission fees
(C) Information regarding the gift shop at a museum
(D) Museum policy

57. Who is eligible for a discounted ticket?

(A) Babies
(B) Disabled people
(C) Journalists
(D) People over 60

58. What do we not know from the document?

(A) People can’t bring their bags into the museum.
(B) People can’t use cell phones in the museum.
(C) Cameras can’t be brought into the museum.
(D) Video cameras can’t be used in the museum.
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59. Which statement is correct?

(A) All tickets cost ¥100.
(B) The museum is never closed.
(C) Lockers will be provided for storing personal items.
(D) The museum is closed during holidays.

60. Which issue is not mentioned?

(A) Business hours
(B) Tickets
(C) Attire
(D) Prohibited items

Letter for questions 61 through 66.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

, 

  
 2007 5 9
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61. How does the general public feel about high school students with part-time 
jobs?

(A) Everyone has the same opinion.
(B) Everyone’s opinions vary.
(C) There are generally two different opinions.
(D) No one has the same opinion.

62. What do people who support high school workers think is the most 
important?

(A) Education
(B) Work experience
(C) Understanding society
(D) Helping with family

63. Which statement is true?

(A) Having a part-time job might affect a student’s health.
(B) Students are required to do volunteer work.
(C) Not all jobs are beneficial for students.
(D) Schools don’t plan events very well.

64. Which is the least likely reason that students take jobs

(A) To gain knowledge
(B) To gain independence
(C) To meet new people
(D) To earn money

65. Which volunteer project is not mentioned?

(A) Planting trees
(B) Babysitting
(C) Picking up trash
(D) Tutoring disabled kids

66. How would you describe the author’s attitude toward working students?

(A) Supportive
(B) Against
(C) Unbiased
(D) Indifferent

END OF SECTION I
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SECTION II—PART A: WRITING
Time-Approximately 30 minutes.

Directions: You will produce several written works in Chinese in different formats. You will 
write specifically for a certain purpose and to a certain person. Your work should be as complete 
and culturally appropriate as possible.

Story Narration
These pictures present a sequence of events. Write a complete story based on these pictures from 
beginning to end.

1. 2.

3. 4.
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E-Mail Response
Read this e-mail from a friend and then type a response.

[Traditional-character version]

[Simplified-character version]

END OF PART A
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SECTION II—PART B: SPEAKING, CONVERSATION
Time-Approximately 11 minutes

You will have a conversation with Lin Yue, an interviewer, about traveling in 
China. She will ask you six questions. After each question, you will have 20 
seconds to respond. Respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

Directions: You will make a presentation in Chinese on a given topic. You 
will be given 4 minutes to plan your presentation and 2 minutes to record 
your presentation. Your presentation should be as complete as possible.

Cultural Presentation
There are many famous landmarks in mainland China and in Taiwan. Choose 
one (The Great Wall, Emperor Qin Shihuang’s Tomb, Sun Moon Lake, etc.) to 
present. In your presentation, describe this landmark and explain its significance.

End of Section II
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Model Exam 2
A N S W E R  K E Y

SECTION I—Part A: Multiple Choice (Listening)

 1 C
 2 D
 3 B
 4 D
 5 C
 6 C
 7 D
 8 B

 9 D
 10 D
 11 C
 12 A
 13 B
 14 C
 15 D
 16 A

 17 B
 18 A
 19 D
 20 B
 21 A
 22 B
 23 D
 24 C

 25 D
 26 A
 27 B
 28 A
 29 B
 30 B

Section I—Part B: Multiple Choice (Reading)

 31 B
 32 D
 33 A
 34 D
 35 A
 36 C
 37 A
 38 D
 39 C

 40 A
 41 D
 42 C
 43 C
 44 B
 45 B
 46 C
 47 B
 48 D

 49 D
 50 D
 51 C
 52 B
 53 B
 54 A
 55 B
 56 D
 57 D

 58 B
 59 C
 60 C
 61 C
 62 B
 63 C
 64 C
 65 B
 66 B
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ANSWERS AND ANSWER EXPLANATIONS

Section I—Part A: Listening
 1. (C) This response answers the man’s question. (A) and (B) do not answer the 

question, and (D) implies that the man is not a sophomore, when he is.

 2. (D) The man tells the woman where his father is and also answers her ques-
tion at the same time. (A) and (C) are irrelevant to the conversation. (B) was 
already stated by the woman.

 3. (B) This is the correct answer because it answers the woman’s question. (A), 
(C), and (D) are not relevant.

 4. (D) The man says, “No, my mom was mad, so I couldn’t go,” which answers 
the woman’s question. (A) and (C) are irrelevant. (B) doesn’t answer the 
question.

 5. (C) This is the correct answer because it answers what the professor teaches. 
(A), (B), and (D) are irrelevant to what he teaches.

 6. (C) This is the correct answer because it answers where the bicycle is from. 
(A), (B), and (D) do not answer the question.

 7. (D) This is the correct answer because it responds to the woman’s question. 
(A), (B), and (C) are information about the friend; however, they don’t answer 
the question.

 8. (B) The correct answer explains why they like to watch these movies. The 
phrase “ ” (“ ”) means that the woman does not like 
kung fu movies. Therefore, (A) is wrong because it implies that the woman 
likes them. (C) and (D) are irrelevant.

 9. (D) The woman says, “I looked for a long time, but I still couldn’t find that 
restaurant you were talking about.” In (D), the man says, “It’s not that hard 
to find. It’s right next to the movie theater,” which is an appropriate response 
to the woman’s statement. (B) and (C) have already been answered by the 
woman. (A) is wrong because the woman already clearly knows about the 
restaurant.

10. (D) Only (D) is relevant to the woman’s trip to China. (A), (B), and (C) have 
already been answered by the woman’s first statement.

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 2

7-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   5527-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   552 6/26/2009   2:41:43 PM6/26/2009   2:41:43 PM



Model Exam 2 553

11. (C) This is the appropriate response because the man has not said anything 
about a bathroom yet, and all the others have already been answered.

12. (A) The woman asks the man if he is going to the movies or not, and the man 
says, “I want to, but I can’t, because I haven’t finished my homework.” (B) 
doesn’t answer the question. (C) and (D) are irrelevant.

13. (B) Only (B) answers the man’s question. (A) and (C) don’t answer the ques-
tion, and (D) is wrong because it implies that the man did not pick this class, 
which is not true.

14. (C) This answers why the woman’s roommate is not here. (A), (B), and (D) 
do not answer the man’s question.

15. (D) The man answers that he likes to watch the same sports that she men-
tioned. (A) and (C) are wrong because the woman’s favorite sports are different. 
(B) is wrong because the man implied that the woman doesn’t like volleyball, 
even though she does.

16. (A) “ ” (“ 3:30, ”) 
shows that there will be a presentation tomorrow.

17. (B) “ ” (“ ”) shows 
that the main topic of the presentation is family education.

18. (A) The phone message directly states that it will begin tomorrow at 3:30.

19. (D) The conversation shows that the man did not previously know the 
woman.

20. (B) The man says, “ ” (“
”), which means that Wang Qiang is most 

likely in class.

21. (A) The woman says, “ ,” which shows that she is going to go 
home. “ ” (“

”) means that Wang Xiang will call the woman, so (D) is 
incorrect.

22. (B) “ ” 
(“ 7123 ”) is 
meant to announce a delayed flight.
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23. (D) “ ” (“ ”) shows that it is snowing 
in Lanzhou.

24. (C) “
”(“

18:00, 20:00”) shows the original times and then states 
the new takeoff time, which is 18:00.

25. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the announcement.

26. (A) “ ” (“ ”) shows that there is an audience, so this report 
is most likely from the radio.

27. (B) Nowhere in the report is anything about Taijiquan schools mentioned. 
(A) is stated in the sentence “

” (“
”). “ ” (“ , ”) con-

firms (C) and (D).

28. (A) “ ” (“
”) shows that Mr. Chen enjoys Taijiquan. (B) is wrong because 

Mr. Chen is just a “ ” (“ ”), not a professional coach. (C) is 
incorrect because “

” (“
”) shows that Mr. Chen likes to do Taijiquan, not just watch it. (D) is 

wrong because he has already retired.

29. (B) The correct answer is stated in the sentence “
” (“

”), which shows that 
he goes to the park three times a week in the mornings.

30. (B) “ ” (“
”) means that Mr. Chen 

started at the age of 20, more than 40 years ago. (A) “ ” (“ ”) 
means that it is impossible to calculate. (C) is correct because it is stated that 
“ ”(“

”). (D) is true because it is stated that “
” (“

”).
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Section I—Part B: Reading
31. (B) The sign says, “Once the vehicle has started moving, please do not talk to 

the driver.” (C) and (D) are wrong because passengers cannot talk to the con-
ductor or pilot on a train or an airplane. This sign is not appropriate for a car, 
(A).

32. (D) The sign reminds people not to disrupt the driver. (A) is not logical 
because it has nothing to do with public transportation. (B) is irrelevant. (C) 
is wrong because the sign does not inform anyone of anything.

33. (A) The context implies that a wife is leaving her husband a note, to tell him 
why she is not home. (B) is the reason why she is not home. “

” (“ ”) means that their child should not watch television, 
not that she watches too much, (C). (D) is wrong because the woman never 
says what he should make for dinner.

34. (D) The correct answer is implied by clues like “ ,” (“
”) and “ ”(“ ”).

35. (A) The correct answer is directly stated in the note.

36. (C) “ ” (“ ”) means “I have to go to the hos-
pital,” so the writer is most likely at the hospital.

37. (A) The correct answer is stated in “ ” (“
.”

38. (D) is the correct answer. (A), (C), and (B) are all included in (D).

39. (C) “ ” (“
”) shows that 

Su Dongpo asked other people to cook the pork, not that he did it himself. 
All the other occupations are mentioned directly.

40. (A) “ ” (“ ”) means that people gave him pork 
to thank him.

41. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage: “
’” (“ ‘ ’”).

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 2

7-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   5557-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   555 6/26/2009   2:41:44 PM6/26/2009   2:41:44 PM



556 AP Chinese Language and Culture

42. (C) “
” (“

‘ ’
” means that the dish was very profitable.

43. (C) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage. (A) and (B) are wrong 
because Su Dongpo gave this dish to his workers as a treat. Many restaurants 
in Hanzhou sell this dish, but it’s not sold throughout China, so (D) is not 
correct.

44. (B) The passage never mentions anything about a screenwriter.

45. (B) The correct answer is stated in “
” (“ 7 1905

”).

46. (C) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage.

47. (B) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage.

48. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage.

49. (D) The correct answer is directly stated in the passage. (A) is wrong because 
her most famous work is in prose. (B) is wrong because her father was the one 
who started a school. (C) is wrong because when she was seven months old 
she moved to Shanghai, not Shandong.

50. (D) “ ” (“ ”) means that the class will take place in 
the summer.

51. (C) The correct answer is directly stated in the advertisement.

52. (B) This is the correct answer, as the advertisement lists a Chinese class.

53. (B) The correct answer is directly stated in the advertisement.

54. (A) This is the correct answer, as the advertisement states, “ ” 
(“ ”).

55. (B) The advertisement does not mention anything about fees.

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 2

7-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   5567-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   556 6/26/2009   2:41:44 PM6/26/2009   2:41:44 PM



Model Exam 2 557

56. (D) “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“ ”), “ ” (“
”), and “ ” (“ ”) show that this is a 

museum policy.

57. (D) It says in the passage that people over 60 are eligible for a discounted 
ticket. (A), (B), and (C) are eligible for a free ticket.

58. (B) All the other answers are mentioned in item 4.

59. (C) “ ” (“
”) means that lockers will be provided for bags, cameras, and video 

cameras. (A) is wrong because there are discounted tickets and free tickets for 
certain people. (B) is wrong because the museum is closed on days with bad 
weather. (D) is wrong because the museum “ ” (“

”).

60. (C) All the other issues are mentioned.

61. (C) The correct answer is directly stated: “
” (“ ”).

62. (B) “ ” (“ ”) shows 
that work experience is important.

63. (C) Not all jobs are beneficial, as stated by “
” (“ ”). (A) is wrong because the 

passage says that a student’s schoolwork will be affected, but it says nothing 
about health. (B) is wrong because students can do volunteer work but are not 
required to do it. (D) is wrong because it is irrelevant.

64. (C) All the other answers are mentioned.

65. (B) The passage mentions nothing about babysitting.

66. (B) “ ” 
(“ , … ”) means 
that the author agrees with the second opinion, that jobs are not beneficial for 
students.
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SCRIPTS
(Narrator) Model Exam 2. Section I—Part A: Listening Comprehension. Conversa-
tions 1 through 15.

You will hear several short conversations. Each conversation will be played once 
along with four choices of response (A), (B), (C), and (D). You will have 5 seconds 
to choose a response that completes the conversation in a logical and culturally 
appropriate way.

Conversation 1

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 2

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 
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Conversation 3

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 4

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 5

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) “ ”
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Conversation 6

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 7

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 8

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

M
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 E
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m
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Conversation 9

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 10

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 11

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

M
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[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 

(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 12

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

Conversation 13

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

M
od

el
 E

xa
m
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Conversation 14

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) ?

Conversation 15

[Traditional-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Man) 
(Woman) NBA

(Man) (A) 
  (B) 
  (C) 
  (D) 

M
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 E
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m
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(Narrator) Model Exam 2—Section I–PART A Listening Comprehension-
Selections for questions 16 through 30. You will listen to several listening selections. 
Each selection will be played either once or twice. You may take notes. After each 
selection, you will have twelve seconds to read the question and choose the most 
appropriate response (A), (B), (C), or (D) in English from the answer sheet.

Listening selection 1. Now you will listen to a telephone message twice. First 
time.

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 3:30,  
“ ”

4101
, 3:10

(Narrator) Now the second time.
  Now answer question 16.
  Now answer question 17.
  Now answer question 18.

(Narrator) Listening Selection 2. Now you will listen to a conversation between a 
man and a woman once only.

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 
(Man) 

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 

M
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[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) , 
(Man) 

(Woman) 
(Man) 
(Woman) 

(Narrator) Now answer question 19.
  Now answer question 20.
  Now answer question 21.

(Narrator) Listening Selection 3. Now you will listen to an announcement twice. 
First time

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 
7123

15:50 17:50
18:00, 

20:00

(Narrator) Now the second time.
  Now answer question 22.
  Now answer question 23.
  Now answer question 24.
  Now answer question 25.

M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 2

CD 3
Track

30

7-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   5657-9400_YAS_Chpt09.indd   565 6/26/2009   2:41:46 PM6/26/2009   2:41:46 PM



566 AP Chinese Language and Culture

Report (Questions 26–30)
(Narrator) Listening Selection 4. Now you will listen to a report twice. First time

[Traditional-character version]

(Woman) 

[Simplified-character version]

(Woman) 

(Narrator) Now the second time.
  Now answer question 26.
  Now answer question 27.
  Now answer question 28.
  Now answer question 29.
  Now answer question 30.

M
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M
od

el
 E

xa
m

 2

(Narrator) Model Exam 2. Section II—Part B: Speaking, Conversation

You will have a conversation with Lin Yue, an interviewer, about traveling in China. 
She will ask you six questions. After each question, you will have 20 seconds to 
respond. Respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 
 

5. 
 

6. 
 

CD 3
Track

32
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HOW TO USE THE AUDIO CDs

The three audio CDs should be used in conjunction with this book. Each chapter in the book that includes 
listening and speaking exercises will refer you to a CD and a track number.

CD 1 includes listening rejoinders and strategies as well as conversations that appear in Chapter 2.

CD 2 has additional conversations plus short narrations, dialogues, and passages from Chapter 2.

CD 3 contains speaking practice from Chapter 3 as well as the two Model Exams that appear at the end of 
the book.

To play an audio CD, insert the CD into a CD player. To play the CD on your computer, insert it into the 
CD-ROM drive, and choose an audio media program if one doesn’t launch automatically.

CD No. Track No. Chapter Description

1 1 2 Listening Comprehension—Rejoinders

1 2–9 2 Listening Comprehension Strategies

1 10–18 2 Conversations

2 1 2 Conversations (continued)

2 2–3 2 Short Narrations

2 4–26 2 Dialogues

2 27–36 2 Passages

3 1–20 5 Speaking Practice

3 21–26 Test Model Exam I

3 27–32 Test Model Exam II

BARRON’S LICENSING AGREEMENT/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY
If you purchased this book with one or more Audio CDs and/or CD-ROMs

1. Ownership of Rights. The disk(s) in the plastic sleeve was/were created for Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., and the edito-
rial contents therein remain the intellectual property of Barron’s. Users may not reproduce the disk(s), authorize or permit the 
disk(s) reproduction, transmit the disk(s), or permit any portion thereof to be transmitted for any purpose whatsoever.

2. License. Barron’s hereby grants to the consumer of this product the limited license to use same solely for personal use. Any 
other use shall be in violation of Barron’s rights to the aforesaid intellectual property and in violation of Barron’s copyright interest 
in such disk(s).

3. Limited Warranty: Disclaimer of Implied Warranties. If the disk(s) fail(s) to function in a satisfactory manner, Barron’s sole 
liability to any purchaser or user shall be limited to refunding the price paid for same by said purchaser or user. Barron’s makes 
no other warranties, express or implied, with respect to the disk(s). Barron’s specifically disclaims any warranty of fitness for a 
particular purpose or of merchantability.

4. Consequential Damages. Barron’s shall not be liable under any circumstances for indirect, incidental, special, or conse-
quential damages resulting from the purchase or use of the disk(s).
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